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SUNDAY OCTOBER 4, 2026 

 
 

SUBJECT—UNREALITY 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  MATTHEW 6 : 13 

 

 
 

“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Galatians 5 : 25, 26 

       Galatians 6 : 3, 7-9, 16 

 

 

25. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 

26. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 

 

3. For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 

 

7. Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 

reap. 

 

8. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the 

Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 

 

9. And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 

 

16. And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the 

Israel of God. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Genesis 18 : 25 (Shall) 
 
25 Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 
 

2. Daniel 4 : 1-3, 28-31, 33, 34, 36, 37 
 
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 

earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 
 
2 I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought toward 

me. 
 
3 How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting 

kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation. 
 
28 All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 
 
30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the 

kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 
 
31 While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king 

Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 
 
33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from 

men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his 

hairs were grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws. 
 
34 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 

understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured 

him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is 

from generation to generation: 
 
36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine 

honour and brightness returned unto me; and my counsellers and my lords sought unto 

me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. 
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37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works 

are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase. 

 

3. Obadiah : 3, 4, 17 (to ;), 21 (and the) 

 
3 The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, 

whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground? 

 
4 Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, 

thence will I bring thee down, saith the LORD. 

 
17 But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness; 

 
21 …and the kingdom shall be the LORD’S. 

 

4. Luke 4 : 14, 15 

 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there went out a fame of 

him through all the region round about. 

 
15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 

 

5. Luke 18 : 9-14 

 
9 And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and despised others: 

 
10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 

 
11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 

men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 

 
12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

 
13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 

but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 

 
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one 

that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
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6. James 1 : 12-18 
 
12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 

crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
 
13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted 

with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 
 
14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 
 
15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 

forth death. 
 
16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 
 
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father 

of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 
 
18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits 

of his creatures. 
 

7. James 4 : 6-8 
 
6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace 

unto the humble. 
 
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 
8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 

purify your hearts, ye double minded. 
 

8. Psalm 50 : 1, 6, 14, 15 
 
1 The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the 

sun unto the going down thereof. 
 
6 And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah. 
 
14 Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High: 
 
15 And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. 17 : 1-3, 8-11 
 

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  

    Enable us to know, — as in heaven, so on earth, — God is omnipotent, supreme. 
 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;  

    And God leadeth us not into temptation, but delivereth us from sin, disease, and death. 
 

2. 516 : 19-23 
 

Man, made in His likeness, possesses and reflects God's dominion over all the earth. Man and 

woman as coexistent and eternal with God forever reflect, in glorified quality, the infinite 

Father-Mother God. 
 

3. 445 : 19-26 
 

Christian Science silences human will, quiets fear with Truth and Love, and illustrates the 

unlabored motion of the divine energy in healing the sick. Self-seeking, envy, passion, pride, 

hatred, and revenge are cast out by the divine Mind which heals disease. The human will which 

maketh and worketh a lie, hiding the divine Principle of harmony, is destructive to health, and is 

the cause of disease rather than its cure. 
 

4. 272 : 3-8 
 

The spiritual sense of truth must be gained before Truth can be understood. This sense is 

assimilated only as we are honest, unselfish, loving, and meek. In the soil of an "honest and 

good heart" the seed must be sown; else it beareth not much fruit, for the swinish element in 

human nature uproots it. 
 

5. 242 : 1-20 
 

Through repentance, spiritual baptism, and regeneration, mortals put off their material beliefs 

and false individuality. It is only a question of time when "they shall all know Me [God], from 

the least of them unto the greatest." Denial of the claims of matter is a great step towards the 

joys of Spirit, towards human freedom and the final triumph over the body. 
 

There is but one way to heaven, harmony, and Christ in divine Science shows us this way. It is 

to know no other reality — to have no other consciousness of life — than good, God and His 

reflection, and to rise superior to the so-called pain and pleasure of the senses. 
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Self-love is more opaque than a solid body. In patient obedience to a patient God, let us labor to 

dissolve with the universal solvent of Love the adamant of error, — self-will, self-justification, 

and self-love, — which wars against spirituality and is the law of sin and death. 
 

6. 191 : 24-25 
 
The Science of being reveals man and immortality as based on Spirit. 
 

7. 252 : 15-17, 25-8 
 
The false evidence of material sense contrasts strikingly with the testimony of Spirit. Material 

sense lifts its voice with the arrogance of reality and says: 
 
I am enthroned in the gorgeousness of matter. But a touch, an accident, the law of God, may at 

any moment annihilate my peace, for all my fancied joys are fatal. Like bursting lava, I expand 

but to my own despair, and shine with the resplendency of consuming fire. 
 
Spirit, bearing opposite testimony, saith: 
 

I am Spirit. Man, whose senses are spiritual, is my likeness. He reflects the infinite 

understanding, for I am Infinity. The beauty of holiness, the perfection of being, imperishable 

glory, — all are Mine, for I am God. I give immortality to man, for I am Truth. I include and 

impart all bliss, for I am Love. I give life, without beginning and without end, for I am Life. I 

am supreme and give all, for I am Mind. I am the substance of all, because I AM THAT I AM. 
 

8. 339 : 7 (Since)-19 
 
Since God is All, there is no room for His unlikeness. God, Spirit, alone created all, and called it 

good. Therefore evil, being contrary to good, is unreal, and cannot be the product of God. A 

sinner can receive no encouragement from the fact that Science demonstrates the unreality of 

evil, for the sinner would make a reality of sin, — would make that real which is unreal, and 

thus heap up "wrath against the day of wrath." He is joining in a conspiracy against himself, — 

against his own awakening to the awful unreality by which he has been deceived. Only those, 

who repent of sin and forsake the unreal, can fully understand the unreality of evil. 
 
9. 542 : 5-13 
 

Though error hides behind a lie and excuses guilt, error cannot forever be concealed. Truth, 

through her eternal laws, unveils error. Truth causes sin to betray itself, and sets upon error the 

mark of the beast. Even the disposition to excuse guilt or to conceal it is punished. The 

avoidance of justice and the denial of truth tend to perpetuate sin, invoke crime, jeopardize self-

control, and mock divine mercy. 
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10. 186 : 11-20, 28-2 

 

Evil is a negation, because it is the absence of truth. It is nothing, because it is the absence of 

something. It is unreal, because it presupposes the absence of God, the omnipotent and 

omnipresent. Every mortal must learn that there is neither power nor reality in evil. 

 

Evil is self-assertive. It says: "I am a real entity, overmastering good." This falsehood should 

strip evil of all pretensions. The only power of evil is to destroy itself. It can never destroy one 

iota of good. 

 

Mortal mind is ignorant of self, or it could never be self-deceived. If mortal mind knew how to 

be better, it would be better. Since it must believe in something besides itself, it enthrones matter 

as deity. The human mind has been an idolater from the beginning, having other gods and 

believing in more than the one Mind. 

 

11. 30 : 26-3 

 

If we have triumphed sufficiently over the errors of material sense to allow Soul to hold the 

control, we shall loathe sin and rebuke it under every mask. Only in this way can we bless our 

enemies, though they may not so construe our words. We cannot choose for ourselves, but must 

work out our salvation in the way Jesus taught. In meekness and might, he was found preaching 

the gospel to the poor. Pride and fear are unfit to bear the standard of Truth, and God will never 

place it in such hands. 

 

12. 450 : 19-24 

 

The Christian Scientist has enlisted to lessen evil, disease, and death; and he will overcome them 

by understanding their nothingness and the allness of God, or good. Sickness to him is no less a 

temptation than is sin, and he heals them both by understanding God's power over them. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY OCTOBER 11, 2026 

 
 

SUBJECT—ARE SIN, DISEASE, AND DEATH REAL? 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  REVELATION 12 : 10 

 

 
 

“And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come 

salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God,  

and the power of his Christ.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 103 : 1-4, 6, 19-22 

 

 

1. Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

 

2. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 

 

3. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 

 

4. Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and 

tender mercies; 

 

6. The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 

 

19. The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. 

 

20. Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, 

hearkening unto the voice of his word. 

 

21. Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 

 

22. Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 
1 Psalm 103 : 13 
 
13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 
 
2. Isaiah 38 : 1-5, 9, 12 (to 1st :), 20 (to :) 
 
1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz 

came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou 

shalt die, and not live. 
 
2 Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, 
 
3 And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in 

truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And 

Hezekiah wept sore. 
 
4 Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying, 
 
5 Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard 

thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years. 
 
9 The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his 

sickness: 
 
12 Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd’s tent: 
 
20 The LORD was ready to save me: 
 
3. Isaiah 53 : 1 
 
1 Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 
 
4. Luke 4 : 14 (to :) 
 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: 
 
5. Luke 17 : 12-19 
 
12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which 

stood afar off: 
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13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 
 
14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it 

came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 
 
15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice 

glorified God, 
 
16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 
 
17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 
 
18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 
 
19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole. 
 
6. Luke 5 : 17, 18 (to :), 19-26 (to 2nd ,) 
 
17 And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were Pharisees and 

doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judæa, 

and Jerusalem: and the power of the Lord was present to heal them. 
 
18 And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken with a palsy: 
 
19 And when they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the 

multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his 

couch into the midst before Jesus. 
 
20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee. 
 
21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh 

blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? 
 
22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them, What reason ye in 

your hearts? 
 
23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? 
 
24 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (he said 

unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine 

house. 
 
25 And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed 

to his own house, glorifying God. 
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26 And they were all amazed, and they glorified God,  
 

7. Luke 4 : 1 (to Ghost) 
 
1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost … 
 

8. Luke 7 : 11 (went into)-15 
 
11 …went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much 

people. 
 
12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, 

the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with 

her. 
 
13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 
 
14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young 

man, I say unto thee, Arise. 
 
15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 
 

9. John 14 : 12, 28 (If ye), 29, 31 
 
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do 

also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 
 
28 If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the Father: for my Father is 

greater than I. 
 
29 And now I have told you before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might 

believe. 
 
31 But that the world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me 

commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence. 
 

10. I Corinthians 1 : 1 (to 2nd ,) 
 
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, 
 

11. I Corinthians 15 : 51-54 
 
51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
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52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 

and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
 
54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 

immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed 

up in victory. 
 

12. Revelation 11 : 15 (The kingdoms) 
 
15 The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and 

he shall reign for ever and ever. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 593 : 20 (SALVATION)-22 
 

SALVATION.  Life, Truth, and Love understood and demonstrated as supreme over all; sin, 

sickness, and death destroyed. 
 

2. 142 : 4-10 
 

Anciently the followers of Christ, or Truth, measured Christianity by its power over sickness, 

sin, and death; but modern religions generally omit all but one of these powers, — the power 

over sin. We must seek the undivided garment, the whole Christ, as our first proof of 

Christianity, for Christ, Truth, alone can furnish us with absolute evidence. 
 

3. 271 : 7-10 
 

Jesus instructed his disciples whereby to heal the sick through Mind instead of matter. He knew 

that the philosophy, Science, and proof of Christianity were in Truth, casting out all inharmony. 
 

4. 328 : 30-4 
 

The purpose of his great life-work extends through time and includes universal humanity. Its 

Principle is infinite, reaching beyond the pale of a single period or of a limited following. As 

time moves on, the healing elements of pure Christianity will be fairly dealt with; they will be 

sought and taught, and will glow in all the grandeur of universal goodness. 
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5. 6 : 23-24, 26-27 
 

Jesus uncovered and rebuked sin before he cast it out. … He came teaching and showing men 

how to destroy sin, sickness, and death. 
 

6. 473 : 26-31 
 

Jesus established what he said by demonstration, thus making his acts of higher importance than 

his words. He proved what he taught. This is the Science of Christianity. Jesus proved the 

Principle, which heals the sick and casts out error, to be divine. 
 

7. 373 : 1-5 
 

If we are Christians on all moral questions, but are in darkness as to the physical exemption 

which Christianity includes, then we must have more faith in God on this subject and be more 

alive to His promises. 
 

8. 94 : 20-23 
 

Of the ten lepers whom Jesus healed, but one returned to give God thanks, — that is, to 

acknowledge the divine Principle which had healed him. 
 

9. 134 : 28-32 
 

There is divine authority for believing in the superiority of spiritual power over material 

resistance. 
 

A miracle fulfils God's law, but does not violate that law. 
 

10. 168 : 10-23 
 

When sick (according to belief) you rush after drugs, search out the material so-called laws of 

health, and depend upon them to heal you, though you have already brought yourself into the 

slough of disease through just this false belief. 
 

Because man-made systems insist that man becomes sick and useless, suffers and dies, all in 

consonance with the laws of God, are we to believe it? Are we to believe an authority which 

denies God's spiritual command relating to perfection, — an authority which Jesus proved to be 

false? He did the will of the Father. He healed sickness in defiance of what is called material 

law, but in accordance with God's law, the law of Mind. 
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11. 357 : 4-6 
 
God is "of purer eyes than to behold evil." We sustain Truth, not by accepting, but by rejecting a 

lie. 
 

12. 369 : 5-22 
 
In proportion as matter loses to human sense all entity as man, in that proportion does man 

become its master. He enters into a diviner sense of the facts, and comprehends the theology of 

Jesus as demonstrated in healing the sick, raising the dead, and walking over the wave. All these 

deeds manifested Jesus' control over the belief that matter is substance, that it can be the arbiter 

of life or the constructor of any form of existence. 
 

We never read that Luke or Paul made a reality of disease in order to discover some means of 

healing it. Jesus never asked if disease were acute or chronic, and he never recommended 

attention to laws of health, never gave drugs, never prayed to know if God were willing that a 

man should live. He understood man, whose Life is God, to be immortal, and knew that man has 

not two lives, one to be destroyed and the other to be made indestructible. 
 

13. 243 : 25 (Truth)-6 
 
Truth has no consciousness of error. Love has no sense of hatred. Life has no partnership with 

death. Truth, Life, and Love are a law of annihilation to everything unlike themselves, because 

they declare nothing except God. 
 
Sickness, sin, and death are not the fruits of Life. They are inharmonies which Truth destroys. 

Perfection does not animate imperfection. Inasmuch as God is good and the fount of all being, 

He does not produce moral or physical deformity; therefore such deformity is not real, but is 

illusion, the mirage of error. Divine Science reveals these grand facts. On their basis Jesus 

demonstrated Life, never fearing nor obeying error in any form. 
 

14. 244 : 10 (Paul)-12 
 

Paul writes: "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin 

and death." 
 

15. 494 : 30-3 
 
Our Master cast out devils (evils) and healed the sick. It should be said of his followers also, that 

they cast fear and all evil out of themselves and others and heal the sick. God will heal the sick 

through man, whenever man is governed by God. Truth casts out error now as surely as it did 

nineteen centuries ago. 
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16. 228 : 25 (There)-27 
 

There is no power apart from God. Omnipotence has all-power, and to acknowledge any other 

power is to dishonor God. 
 

17. 174 : 17-21 
 

The thunder of Sinai and the Sermon on the Mount are pursuing and will overtake the ages, 

rebuking in their course all error and proclaiming the kingdom of heaven on earth. Truth is 

revealed. It needs only to be practised. 
 

18. 565 : 15 (“of)-18 
 

…"of his kingdom there shall be no end," for Christ, God's idea, will eventually rule all nations 

and peoples — imperatively, absolutely, finally — with divine Science. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY OCTOBER 18, 2026 

 
 

SUBJECT—DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  MATTHEW 28 : 20 

 

 
 

“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

               — Christ Jesus 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 139 : 1-4, 7-10 

 

 

1. O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me. 

 

2. Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. 

 

3. Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 

 

4. For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether. 

 

7. Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 

 

8. If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 

 

9. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

 

10. Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Isaiah 41 : 10 
 
10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen 

thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 
 

2. Genesis 28 : 10-13 (to :), 15-19 (to :), 20, 21 
 
10  And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran.  
 
11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set; 

and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay down in that 

place to sleep. 
 
12 And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to 

heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and descending on it. 
 
13 And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD God of Abraham thy 

father, and the God of Isaac: 
 
15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will 

bring thee again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I 

have spoken to thee of. 
 
16 And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place; and I 

knew it not. 
 
17 And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house 

of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 
 
18 And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his 

pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 
 
19 And he called the name of that place Beth-el:  
 
20 And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way 

that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 

 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2026                                                                   Page 3  

SUBJECT: DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

21 So that I come again to my father’s house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: 
 

3. Genesis 32 : 1, 2 (to :), 3, 6, 7 (to :), 24-30 
 
1 And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 
 
2 And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God’s host: 
 
3 And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of Seir, the 

country of Edom. 
 
6 And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esau, and also he 

cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 
 
7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: 
 
24 And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the 

day. 
 
25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; 

and the hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 
 
26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except 

thou bless me. 
 
27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 
 
28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou 

power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 
 
29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is 

it that thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. 
 
30  And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my 

life is preserved. 
 

4. Psalm 119 : 76, 77, 80 
 
76 Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my comfort, according to thy word unto thy 

servant. 
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77 Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live: for thy law is my delight. 

 
80  Let my heart be sound in thy statutes; that I be not ashamed. 

 

5. I Corinthians 3 : 9-11, 16, 21, 23 

 
9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building. 

 
10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have 

laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he 

buildeth thereupon. 

 
11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

 
16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

 
21 Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; 

 
23 And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s. 

 

6. II Corinthians 6 : 16-18 

 
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the 

living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 

 
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not 

the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 

 
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 

Almighty. 

 

7. Hebrews 13 : 1, 2, 5, 6, 20, 21 

 
1 Let brotherly love continue. 

 
2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels 

unawares. 
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5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 

have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
 
6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do 

unto me. 
 
20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
 
21 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 

wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 465 : 14-15, 17 (Principle)-4 
 

The attributes of God are justice, mercy, wisdom, goodness, and so on. 
 

Principle and its idea is one, and this one is God, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent 

Being, and His reflection is man and the universe. Omni is adopted from the Latin adjective 

signifying all. Hence God combines all-power or potency, all-science or true knowledge, all-

presence. 
 

2. 303 : 25-15 
 

God, without the image and likeness of Himself, would be a nonentity, or Mind unexpressed. He 

would be without a witness or proof of His own nature. Spiritual man is the image or idea of 

God, an idea which cannot be lost nor separated from its divine Principle. When the evidence 

before the material senses yielded to spiritual sense, the apostle declared that nothing could 

alienate him from God, from the sweet sense and presence of Life and Truth. 
 

It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which hide spiritual beauty 

and goodness. Understanding this, Paul said: "Neither death, nor life, ... nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 

the love of God." This is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be deprived 

of its manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is not the master 

of joy; that good can never produce evil; that matter can never produce mind nor life result in 

death. The perfect man — governed by God, his perfect Principle — is sinless and eternal. 
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3. 336 : 25 (God)-31 

 

God, the divine Principle of man, and man in God's likeness are inseparable, harmonious, and 

eternal. The Science of being furnishes the rule of perfection, and brings immortality to light. 

God and man are not the same, but in the order of divine Science, God and man coexist and are 

eternal. God is the parent Mind, and man is God's spiritual offspring. 

 

4. 251 : 15-27 

 

We must learn how mankind govern the body, — whether through faith in hygiene, in drugs, or 

in will-power. We should learn whether they govern the body through a belief in the necessity of 

sickness and death, sin and pardon, or govern it from the higher understanding that the divine 

Mind makes perfect, acts upon the so-called human mind through truth, leads the human mind to 

relinquish all error, to find the divine Mind to be the only Mind, and the healer of sin, disease, 

death. This process of higher spiritual understanding improves mankind until error disappears, 

and nothing is left which deserves to perish or to be punished. 

 

5. 205 : 32-3 

 

When we fully understand our relation to the Divine, we can have no other Mind but His, — no 

other Love, wisdom, or Truth, no other sense of Life, and no consciousness of the existence of 

matter or error. 

 

6. 308 : 14-23 

 

The Soul-inspired patriarchs heard the voice of Truth, and talked with God as consciously as 

man talks with man. 

 

Jacob was alone, wrestling with error, — struggling with a mortal sense of life, substance, and 

intelligence as existent in matter with its false pleasures and pains, — when an angel, a message 

from Truth and Love, appeared to him and smote the sinew, or strength, of his error, till he saw 

its unreality; and Truth, being thereby understood, gave him spiritual strength in this Peniel of 

divine Science. 

 

7. 309 : 7 (The)-16 

 

The result of Jacob's struggle thus appeared. He had conquered material error with the 

understanding of Spirit and of spiritual power. This changed the man. He was no longer called 

Jacob, but Israel, — a prince of God, or a soldier of God, who had fought a good fight. He was 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2026                                                                   Page 7  

SUBJECT: DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

to become the father of those, who through earnest striving followed his demonstration of the 

power of Spirit over the material senses; and the children of earth who followed his example 

were to be called the children of Israel, until the Messiah should rename them. 
 

8. 296 : 4 (Progress)-6, 14-18, 28-30 
 

Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through which the mortal is 

dropped for the immortal. 
 

The so-called pleasures and pains of matter perish, and they must go out under the blaze of 

Truth, spiritual sense, and the actuality of being. Mortal belief must lose all satisfaction in error 

and sin in order to part with them. 
 

An improved belief is one step out of error, and aids in taking the next step and in understanding 

the situation in Christian Science. 
 

9. 297 : 12 (Erroneous)-19 
 

Erroneous belief is destroyed by truth. Change the evidence, and that disappears which before 

seemed real to this false belief, and the human consciousness rises higher. Thus the reality of 

being is attained and man found to be immortal. The only fact concerning any material concept 

is, that it is neither scientific nor eternal, but subject to change and dissolution. 
 

10. 292 : 27-31 
 

This carnal material mentality, misnamed mind, is mortal. Therefore man would be annihilated, 

were it not for the spiritual real man's indissoluble connection with his God, which Jesus 

brought to light. 
 

11. 114 : 23-29 
 

Christian Science explains all cause and effect as mental, not physical. It lifts the veil of mystery 

from Soul and body. It shows the scientific relation of man to God, disentangles the interlaced 

ambiguities of being, and sets free the imprisoned thought. In divine Science, the universe, 

including man, is spiritual, harmonious, and eternal. 
 

12. 91 : 5-8 
 

Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey only the divine 

Principle, Life and Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true spiritual growth. 

 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2026                                                                   Page 8  

SUBJECT: DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

13. 316 : 3-7 

 

The real man being linked by Science to his Maker, mortals need only turn from sin and lose 

sight of mortal selfhood to find Christ, the real man and his relation to God, and to recognize the 

divine sonship. 

 

14. 306 : 18 (man)-20 

 

…man cannot be separated for an instant from God, if man reflects God. Thus Science proves 

man's existence to be intact. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY OCTOBER 25, 2026 

 
 

SUBJECT—PROBATION AFTER DEATH 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  I CORINTHIANS 15 : 26 

 

 
 

“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Revelation 22 : 1-3, 8, 9, 14 

 

 

1. And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 

throne of God and of the Lamb. 

 

2. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, 

which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of 

the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

 

3. And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; 

and his servants shall serve him. 

 

8. And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down 

to worship before the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 

 

9. Then saith he unto me, … worship God. 

 

14. Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, 

and may enter in through the gates into the city. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Psalm 139 : 23, 24 
 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 
 
24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 

2. Romans 6 : 16-18, 22, 23 
 
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 

whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?  
 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart 

that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
 
18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 
 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 

holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
 
23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
 

3. Luke 4 : 1 (to 1st ,) 
 
1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, 
 

4. Luke 7 : 11-16 
 
11 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his 

disciples went with him, and much people. 
 
12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, 

the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with 

her. 
 
13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 
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14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young 

man, I say unto thee, Arise. 

 
15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 

 
16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen 

up among us; and, That God hath visited his people. 

 

5. John 4 : 16 (to saith) 

 
16 Jesus saith … 

 

6. John 5 : 24, 25, 28, 29 (to 1st ;), 30 

 
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 

me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 

unto life. 

 
25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 

the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 

 
28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 

his voice, 

 
29 And shall come forth; 

 
30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I 

seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. 

 

7. John 17 : 1-3, 6, 9, 20, 21 

 
1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is 

come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 

 
2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as 

thou hast given him. 

 
3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom thou hast sent. 
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6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine 

they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. 

 
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they 

are thine. 

 
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 

word; 

 
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be 

one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

 

8. Romans 8 : 28, 31, 38, 39 

 
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who 

are the called according to his purpose. 

 
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

9. Revelation 1 : 1 

 
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants 

things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his 

servant John: 

 

10. Revelation 21 : 1, 3, 4, 6, 7 

 
1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were 

passed away; and there was no more sea. 

 
3 And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 

men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 

with them, and be their God. 
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4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, 

neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 

passed away. 
 
6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 

give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
 
7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 246 : 27 (Life)-31 
 

Life is eternal. We should find this out, and begin the demonstration thereof. Life and goodness 

are immortal. Let us then shape our views of existence into loveliness, freshness, and continuity, 

rather than into age and blight. 
 

2. 259 : 6 (In)-14 
 

In divine Science, man is the true image of God. The divine nature was best expressed in Christ 

Jesus, who threw upon mortals the truer reflection of God and lifted their lives higher than their 

poor thought-models would allow, — thoughts which presented man as fallen, sick, sinning, and 

dying. The Christlike understanding of scientific being and divine healing includes a perfect 

Principle and idea, — perfect God and perfect man, — as the basis of thought and 

demonstration. 
 

3. 550 : 5-14 
 

God is the Life, or intelligence, which forms and preserves the individuality and identity of 

animals as well as of men. God cannot become finite, and be limited within material bounds. 

Spirit cannot become matter, nor can Spirit be developed through its opposite. Of what avail is it 

to investigate what is miscalled material life, which ends, even as it begins, in nameless 

nothingness? The true sense of being and its eternal perfection should appear now, even as it 

will hereafter. 
 

4. 91 : 5-8 
 

Let us rid ourselves of the belief that man is separated from God, and obey only the divine 

Principle, Life and Love. Here is the great point of departure for all true spiritual growth. 
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5. 290 : 3-10, 16-27 
 

If the Principle, rule, and demonstration of man's being are not in the least understood before 

what is termed death overtakes mortals, they will rise no higher spiritually in the scale of 

existence on account of that single experience, but will remain as material as before the 

transition, still seeking happiness through a material, instead of through a spiritual sense of life, 

and from selfish and inferior motives. 
 

If the change called death destroyed the belief in sin, sickness, and death, happiness would be 

won at the moment of dissolution, and be forever permanent; but this is not so. Perfection is 

gained only by perfection. They who are unrighteous shall be unrighteous still, until in divine 

Science Christ, Truth, removes all ignorance and sin. 
 

The sin and error which possess us at the instant of death do not cease at that moment, but 

endure until the death of these errors. To be wholly spiritual, man must be sinless, and he 

becomes thus only when he reaches perfection. 
 

6. 291 : 12-25 (to 1st .) 
 

Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them. 

Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the manifestations of Mind are 

harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there and man is found having no righteousness of 

his own, but in possession of "the mind of the Lord," as the Scripture says. 
 

"In the place where the tree falleth, there it shall be." So we read in Ecclesiastes. This text has 

been transformed into the popular proverb, "As the tree falls, so it must lie." As man falleth 

asleep, so shall he awake. As death findeth mortal man, so shall he be after death, until 

probation and growth shall effect the needed change. 
 

7. 426 : 16-32 
 

When it is learned that disease cannot destroy life, and that mortals are not saved from sin or 

sickness by death, this understanding will quicken into newness of life. It will master either a 

desire to die or a dread of the grave, and thus destroy the great fear that besets mortal existence. 
 

The relinquishment of all faith in death and also of the fear of its sting would raise the standard 

of health and morals far beyond its present elevation, and would enable us to hold the banner of 

Christianity aloft with unflinching faith in God, in Life eternal. Sin brought death, and death will 

disappear with the disappearance of sin. Man is immortal, and the body cannot die, because 

matter has no life to surrender. The human concepts named matter, death, disease, sickness, and 

sin are all that can be destroyed. 
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8. 427 : 5-25, 29-14 

 

Man's individual being can no more die nor disappear in unconsciousness than can Soul, for 

both are immortal. If man believes in death now, he must disbelieve in it when learning that 

there is no reality in death, since the truth of being is deathless. The belief that existence is 

contingent on matter must be met and mastered by Science, before Life can be understood and 

harmony obtained. 

 

Death is but another phase of the dream that existence can be material. Nothing can interfere 

with the harmony of being nor end the existence of man in Science. Man is the same after as 

before a bone is broken or the body guillotined. If man is never to overcome death, why do the 

Scriptures say, "The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death"? The tenor of the Word shows 

that we shall obtain the victory over death in proportion as we overcome sin. The great difficulty 

lies in ignorance of what God is. God, Life, Truth, and Love make man undying. Immortal 

Mind, governing all, must be acknowledged as supreme in the physical realm, so-called, as well 

as in the spiritual. 

 

The dream of death must be mastered by Mind here or hereafter. Thought will waken from its 

own material declaration, "I am dead," to catch this trumpet-word of Truth, "There is no death, 

no inaction, diseased action, overaction, nor reaction." 

 

Life is real, and death is the illusion. A demonstration of the facts of Soul in Jesus' way resolves 

the dark visions of material sense into harmony and immortality. Man's privilege at this supreme 

moment is to prove the words of our Master: "If a man keep my saying, he shall never see 

death." To divest thought of false trusts and material evidences in order that the spiritual facts of 

being may appear, — this is the great attainment by means of which we shall sweep away the 

false and give place to the true. Thus we may establish in truth the temple, or body, "whose 

builder and maker is God." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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