
 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

 

 
SUNDAY APRIL 19, 2026 

 
 

SUBJECT—DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  MATTHEW 10 : 8 

 

 
 

“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils:  

freely ye have received, freely give.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  I John 1 : 1, 3-5 

        I John 3 : 1-3 

 

 

1. That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 

eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 

 

3. That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have 

fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus 

Christ. 

 

4. And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. 

 

5. This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. 

 

1. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 

the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

 

2. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 

know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

 

3. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Matthew 4 : 23-25 
 
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 

of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the 

people. 
 
24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that 

were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with 

devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. 
 
25 And there followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and 

from Jerusalem, and from Judæa, and from beyond Jordan. 
 

2. Matthew 5 : 1-12, 48 
 
1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his 

disciples came unto him: 
 
2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 
 
3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
4 Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 
 
5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 
 
6 Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 
 
7 Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 
 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 
 
10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven. 
 
11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 

evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
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12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they 

the prophets which were before you. 
 
48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 
 

3. Matthew 12 : 22-28, 46-50 
 
22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed 

him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. 
 
23 And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David? 
 
24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 

Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 
 
25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself 

is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 
 
26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom 

stand? 
 
27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore 

they shall be your judges. 
 
28 But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 
 
46 While he yet talked to the people, behold, his mother and his brethren stood without, 

desiring to speak with him. 
 
47 Then one said unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to 

speak with thee. 
 
48 But he answered and said unto him that told him, Who is my mother? and who are my 

brethren? 
 
49 And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said, Behold my mother and my 

brethren! 
 
50 For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, 

and sister, and mother. 
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4. John 10 : 23-31 
 
23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch. 
 
24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to 

doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 
 
25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father’s 

name, they bear witness of me. 
 
26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 
 
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 

them out of my hand. 
 
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out 

of my Father’s hand. 
 
30 I and my Father are one. 
 
31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 
 

5. John 13 : 1 
 
1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 

should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the 

world, he loved them unto the end. 
 

6. John 17 : 1, 3, 4, 13, 19, 20, 22, 25, 26 
 
1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is 

come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 
 
3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom thou hast sent. 
 
4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
 
13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that they might have my 

joy fulfilled in themselves. 
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19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth. 
 
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their 

word; 
 
22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we 

are one: 
 
25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have 

known that thou hast sent me. 
 
26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith 

thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 
 

7. Matthew 6 : 13 (For) 
 
13 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 18 : 1-14 (to ,) 
 

Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby man reflects divine Truth, 

Life, and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and 

for this we owe him endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did 

life's work aright not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to 

do theirs, but not to do it for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility. Jesus acted 

boldly, against the accredited evidence of the senses, against Pharisaical creeds and practices, 

and he refuted all opponents with his healing power. 
 

The atonement of Christ reconciles man to God, not God to man; for the divine Principle of 

Christ is God, 
 

2. 136 : 1-10 (to .) 
 

Jesus established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual foundation of Christ-

healing. He taught his followers that his religion had a divine Principle, which would cast out 

error and heal both the sick and the sinning. He claimed no intelligence, action, nor life separate 

from God. Despite the persecution this brought upon him, he used his divine power to save men 

both bodily and spiritually. 
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The question then as now was, How did Jesus heal the sick? His answer to this question the 

world rejected. 
 

3. 315 : 3-20 
 

That saying of our Master, "I and my Father are one," separated him from the scholastic 

theology of the rabbis. His better understanding of God was a rebuke to them. He knew of but 

one Mind and laid no claim to any other. He knew that the Ego was Mind instead of body and 

that matter, sin, and evil were not Mind; and his understanding of this divine Science brought 

upon him the anathemas of the age. 
 
The opposite and false views of the people hid from their sense Christ's sonship with God. They 

could not discern his spiritual existence. Their carnal minds were at enmity with it. Their 

thoughts were filled with mortal error, instead of with God's spiritual idea as presented by Christ 

Jesus. The likeness of God we lose sight of through sin, which beclouds the spiritual sense of 

Truth; and we realize this likeness only when we subdue sin and prove man's heritage, the 

liberty of the sons of God. 
 

4. 273 : 24-28 
 
Jesus walked on the waves, fed the multitude, healed the sick, and raised the dead in direct 

opposition to material laws. His acts were the demonstration of Science, overcoming the false 

claims of material sense or law. 
 
5. 26 : 10-18 
 

The Christ was the Spirit which Jesus implied in his own statements: "I am the way, the truth, 

and the life;" "I and my Father are one." This Christ, or divinity of the man Jesus, was his divine 

nature, the godliness which animated him. Divine Truth, Life, and Love gave Jesus authority 

over sin, sickness, and death. His mission was to reveal the Science of celestial being, to prove 

what God is and what He does for man. 
 

6. 337 : 7-10 
 
For true happiness, man must harmonize with his Principle, divine Love; the Son must be in 

accord with the Father, in conformity with Christ. 
 
7. 40 : 25-7 
 

Our heavenly Father, divine Love, demands that all men should follow the example of our 

Master and his apostles and not merely worship his personality. It is sad that the phrase divine 

service has come so generally to mean public worship instead of daily deeds. 

 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2026                                                                   Page 7  

SUBJECT: DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

The nature of Christianity is peaceful and blessed, but in order to enter into the kingdom, the 

anchor of hope must be cast beyond the veil of matter into the Shekinah into which Jesus has 

passed before us; and this advance beyond matter must come through the joys and triumphs of 

the righteous as well as through their sorrows and afflictions. Like our Master, we must depart 

from material sense into the spiritual sense of being. 

 

8. 19 : 17-28 

 

Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good thought and deed, 

will help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid its efficacy; but if the sinner 

continues to pray and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atonement, — in the at-

one-ment with God, — for he lacks the practical repentance, which reforms the heart and 

enables man to do the will of wisdom. Those who cannot demonstrate, at least in part, the divine 

Principle of the teachings and practice of our Master have no part in God. If living in 

disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no security, although God is good. 

 

9. 38 : 10-14, 18-20 

 

Jesus said: "These signs shall follow them that believe; ... they shall lay hands on the sick, and 

they shall recover." Who believes him? He was addressing his disciples, yet he did not say, 

"These signs shall follow you," but them— "them that believe" in all time to come. … At 

another time Jesus prayed, not for the twelve only, but for as many as should believe "through 

their word." 

 

10. 496 : 9 (We)-19 

 

We all must learn that Life is God. Ask yourself: Am I living the life that approaches the 

supreme good? Am I demonstrating the healing power of Truth and Love? If so, then the way 

will grow brighter "unto the perfect day." Your fruits will prove what the understanding of God 

brings to man. Hold perpetually this thought, — that it is the spiritual idea, the Holy Ghost and 

Christ, which enables you to demonstrate, with scientific certainty, the rule of healing, based 

upon its divine Principle, Love, underlying, overlying, and encompassing all true being. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


