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SUNDAY OCTOBER 26, 2025

SUBJECT—PROBATION AFTER DEATH

GOLDEN TEXT: JEREMIAH 29 : 11

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,
saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil,
to give you an expected end.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Colossians 1 : 3, 9-13

We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,

For this cause we also, since the day we heard iz, do not cease to pray for you, and to
desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding;

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and
longsuffering with joyfulness;

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance
of the saints in light:

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
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Proverbs 4 : 23

Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
Acts 21 : 39 (Paul) (to Ist,)

Paul said,

Acts 22 : 3,5 ()-8, 10-15

I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this
city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the
fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day.

I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were
there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.

And it came to pass, that, as [ made my journey, and was come nigh unto Damascus
about noon, suddenly there shone from heaven a great light round about me.

And I fell unto the ground, and heard a voice saying unto me, Saul, Saul, why persecutest
thou me?

And I answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth,
whom thou persecutest.

And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into
Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things which are appointed for thee to do.

And when I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of them that
were with me, I came into Damascus.

And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the
Jews which dwelt there,

Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And the
same hour I looked up upon him.
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And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will,
and see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth.

For thou shalt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.

Acts 14:1,2,19,20

And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both together into the synagogue of the
Jews, and so spake, that a great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks

believed.

But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made their minds evil affected
against the brethren.

And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the
people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.

Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and
the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.

Acts 20 : 7-12

And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul
preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until
midnight.

And there were many lights in the upper chamber, where they were gathered together.
And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep
sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the

third loft, and was taken up dead.

And Paul went down, and fell on him, and embracing him said, Trouble not yourselves;
for his life is in him.

When he therefore was come up again, and had broken bread, and eaten, and talked a
long while, even till break of day, so he departed.

And they brought the young man alive, and were not a little comforted.
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Acts 27 : 1 (to Ist ,), 2 (to 2nd ,), 14 (not), 20, 21 (to 2nd ),
22 (1)-25, 44 (And so)

And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy,
And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched,
...not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon.

And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us,
all hope that we should be saved was then taken away.

But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said,

I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man’s life among you,
but of the ship.

For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve,

Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Ceasar: and, lo, God hath given thee
all them that sail with thee.

Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told
me.

And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land.
Acts 28 : 1-3, 5, 30, 31
And when they were escaped, then they knew that the island was called Melita.

And the barbarous people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and
received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold.

And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid ¢them on the fire, there came a
viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand.

And he shook off the beast into the fire, and felt no harm.

And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in
unto him,
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3 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus

Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.

8. II Corinthians 5: 17

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, /e is a new creature: old things are passed away;

behold, all things are become new.

Science and Health

1. 291 :12-13

Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them.
2. 99 : 5-12

"Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling," says the apostle, and he straightway
adds: "for it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure"
(Philippians 1i. 12, 13). Truth has furnished the key to the kingdom, and with this key Christian
Science has opened the door of the human understanding. None may pick the lock nor enter by
some other door.

3. 233 :1-7

Every day makes its demands upon us for higher proofs rather than professions of Christian
power. These proofs consist solely in the destruction of sin, sickness, and death by the power of
Spirit, as Jesus destroyed them. This is an element of progress, and progress is the law of God,
whose law demands of us only what we can certainly fulfil.

4. 254 : 2-23

Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can "run, and not be weary; ... walk, and
not faint," who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or attain slowly and yield not to
discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and flesh is
fought and the victory won. To stop eating, drinking, or being clothed materially before the
spiritual facts of existence are gained step by step, is not legitimate. When we wait patiently on
God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of
spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating the
great problem of being, is doing much.
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During the sensual ages, absolute Christian Science may not be achieved prior to the change
called death, for we have not the power to demonstrate what we do not understand. But the
human self must be evangelized. This task God demands us to accept lovingly to-day, and to
abandon so fast as practical the material, and to work out the spiritual which determines the
outward and actual.

S. 428 : 30-6

The author has healed hopeless organic disease, and raised the dying to life and health through
the understanding of God as the only Life. It is a sin to believe that aught can overpower
omnipotent and eternal Life, and this Life must be brought to light by the understanding that
there is no death, as well as by other graces of Spirit. We must begin, however, with the more
simple demonstrations of control, and the sooner we begin the better.

6. 296 : 4 (Progress)-13

Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through which the mortal is
dropped for the immortal. Either here or hereafter, suffering or Science must destroy all illusions
regarding life and mind, and regenerate material sense and self. The old man with his deeds
must be put off. Nothing sensual or sinful is immortal. The death of a false material sense and of
sin, not the death of organic matter, is what reveals man and Life, harmonious, real, and eternal.

7. 258 : 9-15

Man is more than a material form with a mind inside, which must escape from its environments
in order to be immortal. Man reflects infinity, and this reflection is the true idea of God.

God expresses in man the infinite idea forever developing itself, broadening and rising higher
and higher from a boundless basis.

8.  324:2-6,13 (The)-18

Gladness to leave the false landmarks and joy to see them disappear, — this disposition helps to
precipitate the ultimate harmony. The purification of sense and self is a proof of progress.
"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God."

The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the understanding that God is the only Life. It is
a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer sin, sickness, and death, either here or
hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of Spirit, or life in God.
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9. 291 : 23-31

As death findeth mortal man, so shall he be after death, until probation and growth shall effect
the needed change. Mind never becomes dust. No resurrection from the grave awaits Mind or
Life, for the grave has no power over either.

No final judgment awaits mortals, for the judgment-day of wisdom comes hourly and
continually, even the judgment by which mortal man is divested of all material error.

10. 271:20-2

Our Master said, "But the Comforter ... shall teach you all things." When the Science of
Christianity appears, it will lead you into all truth. The Sermon on the Mount is the essence of
this Science, and the eternal life, not the death of Jesus, is its outcome.

Those, who are willing to leave their nets or to cast them on the right side for Truth, have the
opportunity now, as aforetime, to learn and to practice Christian healing. The Scriptures contain
it. The spiritual import of the Word imparts this power. But, as Paul says, "How shall they hear
without a preacher? and how shall they preach, except they be sent?" If sent, how shall they
preach, convert, and heal multitudes, except the people hear?

11. 254 :27-32

If you launch your bark upon the ever-agitated but healthful waters of truth, you will encounter
storms. Your good will be evil spoken of. This is the cross. Take it up and bear it, for through it
you win and wear the crown. Pilgrim on earth, thy home is heaven; stranger, thou art the guest
of God.

12. 568 :24-30

For victory over a single sin, we give thanks and magnify the Lord of Hosts. What shall we say
of the mighty conquest over all sin? A louder song, sweeter than has ever before reached high
heaven, now rises clearer and nearer to the great heart of Christ; for the accuser is not there, and
Love sends forth her primal and everlasting strain.

13. 492 : 7 (Being)-12

Being is holiness, harmony, immortality. It is already proved that a knowledge of this, even in
small degree, will uplift the physical and moral standard of mortals, will increase longevity, will
purify and elevate character. Thus progress will finally destroy all error, and bring immortality
to light.
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THE DAILY DUTIES

by Mary Baker Eddy
Daily Prayer

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6

Take Notice

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)



