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SUNDAY NOVEMBER 30, 2025 

 
 

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS 

    MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  ISAIAH 8 : 19 

 

 
 

“And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar  

spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter:  

should not a people seek unto their God?” 

 
 

 

 RESPONSIVE READING:  I John 2 : 15-18 

               I John 3 : 7, 8 

 

 

15. Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. 

 

16. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 

life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

 

17. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God 

abideth for ever. 

 

18. Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even 

now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 

 

7. Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as 

he is righteous. 

 

8. He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 

purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Matthew 4 : 23, 24 
 
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 

of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the 

people. 
 
24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that 

were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with 

devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them. 
 

2. Luke 8 : 26-35 (to :) 
 
26 And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. 
 
27 And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a certain man, which had 

devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. 
 
28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, 

What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment 

me not. 
 
29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had 

caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, 

and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 
 
30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many 

devils were entered into him. 
 
31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. 
 
32 And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought 

him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them. 
 
33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran 

violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked. 
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34 When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city 

and in the country. 
 
35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of 

whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: 
 
3. Matthew 12 : 22-28 
 
22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed 

him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. 
 
23 And all the people were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David? 
 
24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by 

Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 
 
25 And Jesus knew their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself 

is brought to desolation; and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 
 
26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom 

stand? 
 
27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore 

they shall be your judges. 
 
28 But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 
 
4. Mark 16 : 17, 18 
 
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; 

they shall speak with new tongues; 
 
18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; 

they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 
 
5. Revelation 1 : 1 (to 2nd ,) 
 
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, 
 
6. Revelation 12 : 1-10 (to :) 
 
1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the 

moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 
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2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 
 
3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having 

seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 
 
4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and 

the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her 

child as soon as it was born. 
 
5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her 

child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 
 
6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that 

they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days. 
 
7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the 

dragon fought and his angels, 
 
8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 
 
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 

deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 

with him. 
 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: 
 

7. I Peter 5 : 8-11 
 
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 

seeking whom he may devour: 
 
9 Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in 

your brethren that are in the world. 
 
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 

that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 
 
11 To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. 469 : 13 (The)-24 
 

The exterminator of error is the great truth that God, good, is the only Mind, and that the 

supposititious opposite of infinite Mind — called devil or evil — is not Mind, is not Truth, but 

error, without intelligence or reality. There can be but one Mind, because there is but one God; 

and if mortals claimed no other Mind and accepted no other, sin would be unknown. We can 

have but one Mind, if that one is infinite. We bury the sense of infinitude, when we admit that, 

although God is infinite, evil has a place in this infinity, for evil can have no place, where all 

space is filled with God. 
 

2. 474 : 29-32 
 

The apostle says that the mission of Christ is to "destroy the works of the devil." Truth destroys 

falsity and error, for light and darkness cannot dwell together. 
 

3. 351 : 16-26 
 

We cannot bring out the practical proof of Christianity, which Jesus required, while error seems 

as potent and real to us as Truth, and while we make a personal devil and an anthropomorphic 

God our starting-points, — especially if we consider Satan as a being coequal in power with 

Deity, if not superior to Him. Because such starting-points are neither spiritual nor scientific, 

they cannot work out the Spirit-rule of Christian healing, which proves the nothingness of error, 

discord, by demonstrating the all-inclusiveness of harmonious Truth. 
 

4. 330 : 25 (The)-32 
 

The notion that both evil and good are real is a delusion of material sense, which Science 

annihilates. Evil is nothing, no thing, mind, nor power. As manifested by mankind it stands for a 

lie, nothing claiming to be something, — for lust, dishonesty, selfishness, envy, hypocrisy, 

slander, hate, theft, adultery, murder, dementia, insanity, inanity, devil, hell, with all the 

etceteras that word includes. 
 

5. 103 : 18-28 
 

As named in Christian Science, animal magnetism or hypnotism is the specific term for error, or 

mortal mind. It is the false belief that mind is in matter, and is both evil and good; that evil is as 

real as good and more powerful. This belief has not one quality of Truth. It is either ignorant or 
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malicious. The malicious form of hypnotism ultimates in moral idiocy. The truths of immortal 

Mind sustain man, and they annihilate the fables of mortal mind, whose flimsy and gaudy 

pretensions, like silly moths, singe their own wings and fall into dust. 
 
6. 6 : 29-6 
 
It is believed by many that a certain magistrate, who lived in the time of Jesus, left this record: 

"His rebuke is fearful." The strong language of our Master confirms this description. 
 
The only civil sentence which he had for error was, "Get thee behind me, Satan." Still stronger 

evidence that Jesus' reproof was pointed and pungent is found in his own words, — showing the 

necessity for such forcible utterance, when he cast out devils and healed the sick and sinning. 
 
7. 411 : 13-19 
 
It is recorded that once Jesus asked the name of a disease, — a disease which moderns would 

call dementia. The demon, or evil, replied that his name was Legion. Thereupon Jesus cast out 

the evil, and the insane man was changed and straightway became whole. The Scripture seems 

to import that Jesus caused the evil to be self-seen and so destroyed. 
 
8. 414 : 4-14 
 
The treatment of insanity is especially interesting. However obstinate the case, it yields more 

readily than do most diseases to the salutary action of truth, which counteracts error. The 

arguments to be used in curing insanity are the same as in other diseases: namely, the 

impossibility that matter, brain, can control or derange mind, can suffer or cause suffering; also 

the fact that truth and love will establish a healthy state, guide and govern mortal mind or the 

thought of the patient, and destroy all error, whether it is called dementia, hatred, or any other 

discord. 
 
9. 567 : 14 (Revelation)-26 
 
Revelation xii. 9. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the devil, and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him. 
 
That false claim — that ancient belief, that old serpent whose name is devil (evil), claiming that 

there is intelligence in matter either to benefit or to injure men — is pure delusion, the red 

dragon; and it is cast out by Christ, Truth, the spiritual idea, and so proved to be powerless. The 

words "cast unto the earth" show the dragon to be nothingness, dust to dust; and therefore, in his 

pretence of being a talker, he must be a lie from the beginning. 
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10. 564 : 3-9 

 

As of old, evil still charges the spiritual idea with error's own nature and methods. This 

malicious animal instinct, of which the dragon is the type, incites mortals to kill morally and 

physically even their fellow-mortals, and worse still, to charge the innocent with the crime. This 

last infirmity of sin will sink its perpetrator into a night without a star. 

 

11. 563 : 15-22 

 

The Revelator lifts the veil from this embodiment of all evil, and beholds its awful character; but 

he also sees the nothingness of evil and the allness of God. The Revelator sees that old serpent, 

whose name is devil or evil, holding untiring watch, that he may bite the heel of truth and 

seemingly impede the offspring of the spiritual idea, which is prolific in health, holiness, and 

immortality. 

 

12. 568 : 24-5 

 

For victory over a single sin, we give thanks and magnify the Lord of Hosts. What shall we say 

of the mighty conquest over all sin? A louder song, sweeter than has ever before reached high 

heaven, now rises clearer and nearer to the great heart of Christ; for the accuser is not there, and 

Love sends forth her primal and everlasting strain. Self-abnegation, by which we lay down all 

for Truth, or Christ, in our warfare against error, is a rule in Christian Science. This rule clearly 

interprets God as divine Principle, — as Life, represented by the Father; as Truth, represented by 

the Son; as Love, represented by the Mother. Every mortal at some period, here or hereafter, 

must grapple with and overcome the mortal belief in a power opposed to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


