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SUNDAY MARCH 23, 2025

SUBJECT—MATTER

GOLDEN TEXT: | CORINTHIANS 2 : 12

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which
is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. ”

RESPONSIVE READING: Proverbs 16 : 1-3, 9, 11, 16, 20-22

The preparations of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, is from the LORD.
All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.
Commit thy works unto the LORD, and thy thoughts shall be established.

A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps.

A just weight and balance are the LORD's:

How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get understanding rather to be
chosen than silver!

He that handleth a matter wisely shall find good: and whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy
IS he.

The wise in heart shall be called prudent: and the sweetness of the lips increaseth
learning.

Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.
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Psalm 119 : 137, 140, 142 (thy law), 143 (thy), 144
Righteous art thou, O LORD, and upright are thy judgments.
Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.

...thy law is the truth.

...thy commandments are my delights.

The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me understanding, and | shall
live.

Matthew 15 : 1-3, 10, 11, 13 (Every), 15-28, 30, 31
Then came to Jesus scribes and Pharisees, which were of Jerusalem, saying,

Why do thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? for they wash not their hands
when they eat bread.

But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of
God by your tradition?

And he called the multitude, and said unto them, Hear, and understand:

Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the
mouth, this defileth a man.

Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up.
Then answered Peter and said unto him, Declare unto us this parable.
And Jesus said, Are ye also yet without understanding?

Do not ye yet understand, that whatsoever entereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly,
and is cast out into the draught?
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But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they
defile the man.

For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, blasphemies:

These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a
man.

Then Jesus went thence, and departed into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.

And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto him,
saying, Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my daughter is grievously vexed
with a devil.

But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying, Send
her away; for she crieth after us.

But he answered and said, | am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.

But he answered and said, It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to
dogs.

And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’
table.

Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even
as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.

And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind,
dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus’ feet; and he healed them:

Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to
be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel.

Romans 8 : 1-6

There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.
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For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirit.

For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.
I Corinthians 15 : 45, 47-55, 58 (to 5th ,)

And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made
a quickening spirit.

The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.

As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they
also that are heavenly.

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly.

Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither
doth corruption inherit incorruption.

Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed
up in victory.

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
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58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord,

5. Proverbs5:1
! My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding:
6. Daniel 7 : 28 (to 1st.)

28 Hitherto is the end of the matter.

Science and Health
1. 468 : 8-15

Question. — What is the scientific statement of being?

Answer. — There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter. All is infinite Mind and
its infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is immortal Truth; matter is mortal error.
Spirit is the real and eternal; matter is the unreal and temporal. Spirit is God, and man is His
image and likeness. Therefore man is not material; he is spiritual.

2. 278:1(Is)-19, 28-3

Is Spirit the source or creator of matter? Science reveals nothing in Spirit out of which to create
matter. Divine metaphysics explains away matter. Spirit is the only substance and consciousness
recognized by divine Science. The material senses oppose this, but there are no material senses,
for matter has no mind. In Spirit there is no matter, even as in Truth there is no error, and in
good no evil. It is a false supposition, the notion that there is real substance-matter, the opposite
of Spirit. Spirit, God, is infinite, all. Spirit can have no opposite.

That matter is substantial or has life and sensation, is one of the false beliefs of mortals, and
exists only in a supposititious mortal consciousness. Hence, as we approach Spirit and Truth, we
lose the consciousness of matter. The admission that there can be material substance requires
another admission, — namely, that Spirit is not infinite and that matter is self-creative, self-
existent, and eternal.

All that we term sin, sickness, and death is a mortal belief. We define matter as error, because it
is the opposite of life, substance, and intelligence. Matter, with its mortality, cannot be
substantial if Spirit is substantial and eternal. Which ought to be substance to us, — the erring,
changing, and dying, the mutable and mortal, or the unerring, immutable, and immortal?
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3. 425:15-20 (t0.), 21-28

Mortal man will be less mortal, when he learns that matter never sustained existence and can
never destroy God, who is man's Life. When this is understood, mankind will be more spiritual
and know that there is nothing to consume, since Spirit, God, is All-in-all.

God is more to a man than his belief, and the less we acknowledge matter or its laws, the more
immortality we possess. Consciousness constructs a better body when faith in matter has been
conquered. Correct material belief by spiritual understanding, and Spirit will form you anew.
You will never fear again except to offend God, and you will never believe that heart or any
portion of the body can destroy you.

4. 14 :1-18

If we are sensibly with the body and regard omnipotence as a corporeal, material person, whose
ear we would gain, we are not "absent from the body" and "present with the Lord" in the
demonstration of Spirit. We cannot "serve two masters." To be "present with the Lord" is to
have, not mere emotional ecstasy or faith, but the actual demonstration and understanding of
Life as revealed in Christian Science. To be "with the Lord" is to be in obedience to the law of
God, to be absolutely governed by divine Love, — by Spirit, not by matter.

Become conscious for a single moment that Life and intelligence are purely spiritual, — neither
in nor of matter, — and the body will then utter no complaints. If suffering from a belief in
sickness, you will find yourself suddenly well. Sorrow is turned into joy when the body is
controlled by spiritual Life, Truth, and Love.

S. 275 :10-24, 31-32

To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the
divine Principle of all that really is. Spirit, Life, Truth, Love, combine as one, — and are the
Scriptural names for God. All substance, intelligence, wisdom, being, immortality, cause, and
effect belong to God. These are His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite divine
Principle, Love. No wisdom is wise but His wisdom; no truth is true, no love is lovely, no life is
Life but the divine; no good is, but the good God bestows.

Divine metaphysics, as revealed to spiritual understanding, shows clearly that all is Mind, and
that Mind is God, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, — that is, all power, all presence,
all Science. Hence all is in reality the manifestation of Mind.

Truth, spiritually discerned, is scientifically understood. It casts out error and heals the sick.
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6. 12724 (truth)-29

...truth is not human, and is not a law of matter, for matter is not a lawgiver. Science is an
emanation of divine Mind, and is alone able to interpret God aright. It has a spiritual, and not a
material origin. It is a divine utterance, — the Comforter which leadeth into all truth.

7. 192 : 4-13, 19-23, 27-31

We are Christian Scientists, only as we quit our reliance upon that which is false and grasp the
true. We are not Christian Scientists until we leave all for Christ. Human opinions are not
spiritual. They come from the hearing of the ear, from corporeality instead of from Principle,
and from the mortal instead of from the immortal. Spirit is not separate from God. Spirit is God.

Erring power is a material belief, a blind miscalled force, the offspring of will and not of
wisdom, of the mortal mind and not of the immortal.

In Science, you can have no power opposed to God, and the physical senses must give up their
false testimony. Your influence for good depends upon the weight you throw into the right scale.

We walk in the footsteps of Truth and Love by following the example of our Master in the
understanding of divine metaphysics. Christianity is the basis of true healing. Whatever holds
human thought in line with unselfed love, receives directly the divine power.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 6

Take Notice

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)



