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SUNDAY MARCH 16, 2025

SUBJECT—SUBSTANCE

GOLDEN TEXT: 1l KINGS 25: 30

“And his allowance was a continual allowance given him of the king,
a daily rate for every day, all the days of his life. ”

RESPONSIVE READING: |l Peter1:2,4,11
Proverbs 8 : 17-21

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our
Lord.

Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might
be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world

through lust.

For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

I love them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find me.

Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable riches and righteousness.

My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than choice silver.
| lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:

That | may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and | will fill their treasures.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible

41

42

43

44

45

Psalm 36 : 7-9

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust
under the shadow of thy wings.

They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make
them drink of the river of thy pleasures.

For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.
I Kings 18 : 1, 2, 41-45 (to 1st )

And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the
third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and | will send rain upon the earth.

And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria.

And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance
of rain.

So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he
cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees,

And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked,
and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times.

And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud
out of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot,
and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.

And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind,
and there was a great rain.

Il Kings4:1-7

Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha,
saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the
LoRD: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
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And Elisha said unto her, What shall | do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house?
And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil.

Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels;
borrow not a few.

And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and
shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full.

So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the
vessels to her; and she poured out.

And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a
vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed.

Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt,
and live thou and thy children of the rest.

Matthew 4 : 23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.

Matthew 5:1, 2

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his
disciples came unto him:

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,
Matthew 6 : 19-21, 25, 26, 31, 32 (for your), 33

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal:

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
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Therefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat,
and the body than raiment?

Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

...for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things.

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.

John 10 : 7 (to 1st,), 10 (I)

Then said Jesus unto them again,

I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
Ephesians 3 : 14-21

For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with
might by his Spirit in the inner man;

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,

May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and
height;

And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all
the fulness of God.

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us,

Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
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Science and Health

1. vii : 1-2

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings.

2. 70 :12-13

The divine Mind maintains all identities, from a blade of grass to a star, as distinct and eternal.
3. 530:5-12

In divine Science, man is sustained by God, the divine Principle of being. The earth, at God's
command, brings forth food for man's use. Knowing this, Jesus once said, "Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink," — presuming not on the prerogative of his
creator, but recognizing God, the Father and Mother of all, as able to feed and clothe man as He
doth the lilies.

4, 468 : 17 (Substance)-24

Substance is that which is eternal and incapable of discord and decay. Truth, Life, and Love are
substance, as the Scriptures use this word in Hebrews: "The substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen."” Spirit, the synonym of Mind, Soul, or God, is the only real
substance. The spiritual universe, including individual man, is a compound idea, reflecting the
divine substance of Spirit.

S. 275 :10-17

To grasp the reality and order of being in its Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the
divine Principle of all that really is. Spirit, Life, Truth, Love, combine as one, — and are the
Scriptural names for God. All substance, intelligence, wisdom, being, immortality, cause, and
effect belong to God. These are His attributes, the eternal manifestations of the infinite divine
Principle, Love.

6. 301:17-29

As God is substance and man is the divine image and likeness, man should wish for, and in
reality has, only the substance of good, the substance of Spirit, not matter. The belief that man
has any other substance, or mind, is not spiritual and breaks the First Commandment, Thou shalt
have one God, one Mind. Mortal man seems to himself to be material substance, while man is

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
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"image" (idea). Delusion, sin, disease, and death arise from the false testimony of material
sense, which, from a supposed standpoint outside the focal distance of infinite Spirit, presents an
inverted image of Mind and substance with everything turned upside down.

7. 278 : 8-19

It is a false supposition, the notion that there is real substance-matter, the opposite of Spirit.
Spirit, God, is infinite, all. Spirit can have no opposite.

That matter is substantial or has life and sensation, is one of the false beliefs of mortals, and
exists only in a supposititious mortal consciousness. Hence, as we approach Spirit and Truth, we
lose the consciousness of matter. The admission that there can be material substance requires
another admission, — namely, that Spirit is not infinite and that matter is self-creative, self-
existent, and eternal.

8. 281 : 3 (Spirit)-4
Spirit is infinite and supreme.
9. 60 : 29-2

Soul has infinite resources with which to bless mankind, and happiness would be more readily
attained and would be more secure in our keeping, if sought in Soul. Higher enjoyments alone
can satisfy the cravings of immortal man. We cannot circumscribe happiness within the limits of
personal sense.

10. 2:5(the)-11

...the desire which goes forth hungering after righteousness is blessed of our Father, and it does
not return unto us void.

God is not moved by the breath of praise to do more than He has already done, nor can the
infinite do less than bestow all good, since He is unchanging wisdom and Love.

11.  15:25-30

Christians rejoice in secret beauty and bounty, hidden from the world, but known to God. Self-
forgetfulness, purity, and affection are constant prayers. Practice not profession, understanding
not belief, gain the ear and right hand of omnipotence and they assuredly call down infinite
blessings.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
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12.  234:4-8

Whatever inspires with wisdom, Truth, or Love — be it song, sermon, or Science — blesses the
human family with crumbs of comfort from Christ's table, feeding the hungry and giving living
waters to the thirsty.

13. 516 4-8, 9 (Life)-21

The substance, Life, intelligence, Truth, and Love, which constitute Deity, are reflected by His
creation; and when we subordinate the false testimony of the corporeal senses to the facts of
Science, we shall see this true likeness and reflection everywhere.

Life is reflected in existence, Truth in truthfulness, God in goodness, which impart their own
peace and permanence. Love, redolent with unselfishness, bathes all in beauty and light. The
grass beneath our feet silently exclaims, "The meek shall inherit the earth.” The modest arbutus
sends her sweet breath to heaven. The great rock gives shadow and shelter. The sunlight glints
from the church-dome, glances into the prison-cell, glides into the sick-chamber, brightens the
flower, beautifies the landscape, blesses the earth. Man, made in His likeness, possesses and
reflects God's dominion over all the earth.

14. 206 : 15-18

In the scientific relation of God to man, we find that whatever blesses one blesses all, as Jesus
showed with the loaves and the fishes, — Spirit, not matter, being the source of supply.

15. 494 :5-19

Is it not a species of infidelity to believe that so great a work as the Messiah's was done for
himself or for God, who needed no help from Jesus' example to preserve the eternal harmony?
But mortals did need this help, and Jesus pointed the way for them. Divine Love always has met
and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the
divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time, since to all
mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.

The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love. Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as
well as the infinite ability of Spirit, thus helping erring human sense to flee from its own
convictions and seek safety in divine Science.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 6

Take Notice

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)



