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SUNDAY JANUARY 19, 2025

SUBJECT—LIFE

GOLDEN TEXT: ACTS 26:8

“Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you,
that God should raise the dead?”

RESPONSIVE READING: John 5: 19, 21, 24-29

Then answered Jesus and said unto them,

For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth
whom he will.

Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life.

Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live.

For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;
And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear
his voice,

And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life.

This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of
Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook,
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible

1. Genesis 5 : 23, 24

23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years:
24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.
2. Hebrews 11 : 5

5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because
God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased
God.

3. Matthew 3 : 13-17
13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him.
14 But John forbad him, saying, | have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?

15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to
fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him.

16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him:

1 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.

4, John 11 :1-11, 15, 17, 20 (to :), 21-27, 32-34, 38, 39 (to 1st .),

40 (Said)-44
1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister
Martha.
2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her

hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.)

3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.
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When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God,
that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.

Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.

When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place
where he was.

Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judeea again.

His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou
thither again?

Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he
stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world.

But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him.

These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but |
go, that I may awake him out of sleep.

And | am glad for your sakes that | was not there, to the intent ye may believe;
nevertheless let us go unto him.

Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already.

Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him:

Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.
But | know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.
Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.

Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.

Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live:

And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?

She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which
should come into the world.
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11

Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet,
saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her,
he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled,

And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see.

Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone
lay upon it.

Jesus said, Take ye away the stone.
Said | not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?

Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted
up his eyes, and said, Father, | thank thee that thou hast heard me.

And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by | said
it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.

And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth.

And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face
was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.

John 17 : 1-3

These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:

As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as
thou hast given him.

And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
whom thou hast sent.

I John5: 11, 13, 20

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
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13 These things have | written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye
may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of
God.

20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we
may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ.
This is the true God, and eternal life.

Science and Health

1. 586 : 9-10

FATHER. Eternal Life; the one Mind; the divine Principle, commonly called God.
2. 331:11(The)-17

The Scriptures imply that God is All-in-all. From this it follows that nothing possesses reality
nor existence except the divine Mind and His ideas. The Scriptures also declare that God is
Spirit. Therefore in Spirit all is harmony, and there can be no discord; all is Life, and there is no
death. Everything in God's universe expresses Him.

3. 214 :5-8

If Enoch's perception had been confined to the evidence before his material senses, he could
never have "walked with God," nor been guided into the demonstration of life eternal.

4. 245 : 27 only
Impossibilities never occur.
5. 213 :11-15

Every step towards goodness is a departure from materiality, and is a tendency towards God,
Spirit. Material theories partially paralyze this attraction towards infinite and eternal good by an
opposite attraction towards the finite, temporary, and discordant.

6. 241 : 13-18

The Bible teaches transformation of the body by the renewal of Spirit. Take away the spiritual
signification of Scripture, and that compilation can do no more for mortals than can moonbeams
to melt a river of ice. The error of the ages is preaching without practice.
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7. 428 : 30-10

The author has healed hopeless organic disease, and raised the dying to life and health through
the understanding of God as the only Life. It is a sin to believe that aught can overpower
omnipotent and eternal Life, and this Life must be brought to light by the understanding that
there is no death, as well as by other graces of Spirit. We must begin, however, with the more
simple demonstrations of control, and the sooner we begin the better. The final demonstration
takes time for its accomplishment. When walking, we are guided by the eye. We look before our
feet, and if we are wise, we look beyond a single step in the line of spiritual advancement.

8. 428 : 15-21

We should consecrate existence, not "to the unknown God" whom we "ignorantly worship," but
to the eternal builder, the everlasting Father, to the Life which mortal sense cannot impair nor
mortal belief destroy. We must realize the ability of mental might to offset human
misconceptions and to replace them with the life which is spiritual, not material.

9. 493 : 28-15

If Jesus awakened Lazarus from the dream, illusion, of death, this proved that the Christ could
improve on a false sense. Who dares to doubt this consummate test of the power and willingness
of divine Mind to hold man forever intact in his perfect state, and to govern man's entire action?
Jesus said: "Destroy this temple [body], and in three days | [Mind] will raise it up;" and he did
this for tired humanity's reassurance.

Is it not a species of infidelity to believe that so great a work as the Messiah's was done for
himself or for God, who needed no help from Jesus' example to preserve the eternal harmony?
But mortals did need this help, and Jesus pointed the way for them. Divine Love always has met
and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the
divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time, since to all
mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good.

The miracle of grace is no miracle to Love.
10. 242:1-8

Through repentance, spiritual baptism, and regeneration, mortals put off their material beliefs
and false individuality. It is only a question of time when "they shall all know Me [God], from
the least of them unto the greatest.” Denial of the claims of matter is a great step towards the
joys of Spirit, towards human freedom and the final triumph over the body.
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11.  254:2-15

Individuals are consistent who, watching and praying, can "“run, and not be weary; ... walk, and
not faint,” who gain good rapidly and hold their position, or attain slowly and yield not to
discouragement. God requires perfection, but not until the battle between Spirit and flesh is
fought and the victory won. To stop eating, drinking, or being clothed materially before the
spiritual facts of existence are gained step by step, is not legitimate. When we wait patiently on
God and seek Truth righteously, He directs our path. Imperfect mortals grasp the ultimate of
spiritual perfection slowly; but to begin aright and to continue the strife of demonstrating the
great problem of being, is doing much.

12. 544 :7-17

Birth, decay, and death arise from the material sense of things, not from the spiritual, for in the
latter Life consisteth not of the things which a man eateth. Matter cannot change the eternal fact
that man exists because God exists. Nothing is new to the infinite Mind.

In Science, Mind neither produces matter nor does matter produce mind. No mortal mind has the
might or right or wisdom to create or to destroy. All is under the control of the one Mind, even
God.

13. 428 :3-14

Life is real, and death is the illusion. A demonstration of the facts of Soul in Jesus' way resolves
the dark visions of material sense into harmony and immortality. Man's privilege at this supreme
moment is to prove the words of our Master: "If a man keep my saying, he shall never see
death.” To divest thought of false trusts and material evidences in order that the spiritual facts of
being may appear, — this is the great attainment by means of which we shall sweep away the
false and give place to the true. Thus we may establish in truth the temple, or body, "whose
builder and maker is God."

14. 200 :9-12 (to 1st,)

Life is, always has been, and ever will be independent of matter; for Life is God, and man is the
idea of God,
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 6

Take Notice

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)



