SUNDAY AUGUST 10, 2025

SUBJECT—SPIRIT

GOLDEN TEXT: JOHN 4 : 24

“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him
must worship him in spirit and in truth.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Romans 8 : 1-9

1. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

2. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and
death.
3. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

4. That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the Spirit.

S. For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirit.

6. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

7. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be.

8. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

9. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
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LESSON SERMON
The Bible
1. Exodus 20 : 1-6
And God spake all these words, saying,

2 I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage.

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me;

And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments.
2. II Kings 2 : 1-15 (to Ist.)

And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind,
that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Beth-el.
And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.
So they went down to Beth-el.

And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he
said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to
Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So
they came to Jericho.
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And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him,
Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he
answered, Yea, [ know it; hold ye your peace.

And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan.
And he said, 4s the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they
two went on.

And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two
stood by Jordan.

And Elijjah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were
divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.

And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what |
shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a
double portion of thy spirit be upon me.

And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken
from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven.

And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the
horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and
rent them in two pieces.

He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the
bank of Jordan;

And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said,
Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted
hither and thither: and Elisha went over.

And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The
spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha.
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Isaiah 59 : 21

As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and
my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s seed, saith the LORD, from
henceforth and for ever.

Galatians 5 : 16-23, 25
This 1 say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.

Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these, Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness,

Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before,
as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the
kingdom of God.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Galatians 6 : 7, 8, 16

Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.

For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the
Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the
Israel of God.
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Science and Health
1. 467 :3 (The)-7

The first demand of this Science is, "Thou shalt have no other gods before me." This me is
Spirit. Therefore the command means this: Thou shalt have no intelligence, no life, no
substance, no truth, no love, but that which is spiritual.

2. 63:5(In)-11

In Science man is the offspring of Spirit. The beautiful, good, and pure constitute his ancestry.
His origin is not, like that of mortals, in brute instinct, nor does he pass through material
conditions prior to reaching intelligence. Spirit is his primitive and ultimate source of being;
God is his Father, and Life is the law of his being.

3. 139 :4-9

From beginning to end, the Scriptures are full of accounts of the triumph of Spirit, Mind, over
matter. Moses proved the power of Mind by what men called miracles; so did Joshua, Elijah,
and Elisha. The Christian era was ushered in with signs and wonders.

4. 83 :12-25

Miracles are impossible in Science, and here Science takes issue with popular religions. The
scientific manifestation of power is from the divine nature and is not supernatural, since Science
is an explication of nature. The belief that the universe, including man, is governed in general by
material laws, but that occasionally Spirit sets aside these laws, — this belief belittles
omnipotent wisdom, and gives to matter the precedence over Spirit.

It is contrary to Christian Science to suppose that life is either material or organically spiritual.
Between Christian Science and all forms of superstition a great gulf is fixed, as impassable as
that between Dives and Lazarus.

S. 84:3-13

The ancient prophets gained their foresight from a spiritual, incorporeal standpoint, not by
foreshadowing evil and mistaking fact for fiction, — predicting the future from a groundwork of
corporeality and human belief. When sufficiently advanced in Science to be in harmony with the
truth of being, men become seers and prophets involuntarily, controlled not by demons, spirits,
or demigods, but by the one Spirit. It is the prerogative of the ever-present, divine Mind, and of
thought which is in rapport with this Mind, to know the past, the present, and the future.
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6. 284 : 28-14

According to Christian Science, the only real senses of man are spiritual, emanating from divine
Mind. Thought passes from God to man, but neither sensation nor report goes from material
body to Mind. The intercommunication is always from God to His idea, man.

Matter is not sentient and cannot be cognizant of good or of evil, of pleasure or of pain. Man's
individuality is not material. This Science of being obtains not alone hereafter in what men call
Paradise, but here and now; it is the great fact of being for time and eternity.

What, then, is the material personality which suffers, sins, and dies? It is not man, the image and
likeness of God, but man's counterfeit, the inverted likeness, the unlikeness called sin, sickness,
and death. The unreality of the claim that a mortal is the true image of God is illustrated by the
opposite natures of Spirit and matter, Mind and body, for one is intelligence while the other is
non-intelligence.

7. 282 : 3-17

The real Life, or Mind, and its opposite, the so-called material life and mind, are figured by two
geometrical symbols, a circle or sphere and a straight line. The circle represents the infinite
without beginning or end; the straight line represents the finite, which has both beginning and
end. The sphere represents good, the self-existent and eternal individuality or Mind; the straight
line represents evil, a belief in a self-made and temporary material existence. Eternal Mind and
temporary material existence never unite in figure or in fact.

A straight line finds no abiding-place in a curve, and a curve finds no adjustment to a straight
line. Similarly, matter has no place in Spirit, and Spirit has no place in matter.

8. 265 :3-15

Man understands spiritual existence in proportion as his treasures of Truth and Love are
enlarged. Mortals must gravitate Godward, their affections and aims grow spiritual, — they
must near the broader interpretations of being, and gain some proper sense of the infinite, — in
order that sin and mortality may be put off.

This scientific sense of being, forsaking matter for Spirit, by no means suggests man's
absorption into Deity and the loss of his identity, but confers upon man enlarged individuality, a
wider sphere of thought and action, a more expansive love, a higher and more permanent peace.
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9. 295 :19-24

The mortal mind through which Truth appears most vividly is that one which has lost much
materiality — much error — in order to become a better transparency for Truth. Then, like a
cloud melting into thin vapor, it no longer hides the sun.

10.  425:23-28

Consciousness constructs a better body when faith in matter has been conquered. Correct
material belief by spiritual understanding, and Spirit will form you anew. You will never fear
again except to offend God, and you will never believe that heart or any portion of the body can
destroy you.

11. 280 : 4-6, 25-6

From Love and from the light and harmony which are the abode of Spirit, only reflections of
good can come.

Rightly understood, instead of possessing a sentient material form, man has a sensationless
body; and God, the Soul of man and of all existence, being perpetual in His own individuality,
harmony, and immortality, imparts and perpetuates these qualities in man, — through Mind, not
matter. The only excuse for entertaining human opinions and rejecting the Science of being is
our mortal ignorance of Spirit, — ignorance which yields only to the understanding of divine
Science, the understanding by which we enter into the kingdom of Truth on earth and learn that
Spirit is infinite and supreme. Spirit and matter no more commingle than light and darkness.
When one appears, the other disappears.

12. 283:1-3

As mortals begin to understand Spirit, they give up the belief that there is any true existence
apart from God.
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THE DAILY DUTIES

by Mary Baker Eddy
Daily Prayer

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6

Take Notice

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)



