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SUNDAY DECEMBER 29, 2024 

 
 

SUBJECT—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  MICAH 5 : 2 

 

 
 

“Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah,  

yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;  

whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Micah 5 : 4 

     Isaiah 9 : 6, 7 

       Isaiah 40 : 4, 5 

 

 

4. And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 

LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 

 

6. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 

7. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 

justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 

4. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 

crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 

 

5. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the 

mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Isaiah 11 : 1-6, 9 

 
1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 

his roots: 

 
2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 

 
3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not 

judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 

 
4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of 

the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 

lips shall he slay the wicked. 

 
5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

 
6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and 

the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

 
9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

 

2. Matthew 1 : 18-25 

 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused 

to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 

 
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick 

example, was minded to put her away privily. 

 
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in 

a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for 

that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 
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21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 

people from their sins. 
 
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 

prophet, saying, 
 
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his 

name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 
 
24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and 

took unto him his wife: 
 
25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name 

JESUS. 
 

3. Matthew 2 : 1-11 
 
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 
 
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, 

and are come to worship him. 
 
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 

him. 
 
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he 

demanded of them where Christ should be born. 
 
5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by the prophet, 
 
6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for 

out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 
 
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what 

time the star appeared. 
 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; 

and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him 

also. 
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9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 

went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 

 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

 
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 

mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, 

they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

4. Luke 2 : 40-49, 52 

 
40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 

was upon him. 

 
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. 

 
42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the 

feast. 

 
43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in 

Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 

 
44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day’s journey; and they 

sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

 
45 And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 

 
46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the 

midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 

 
47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. 

 
48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast 

thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

 
49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 

Father’s business? 

 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. vii : 1-26 
 

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings. The wakeful shepherd 

beholds the first faint morning beams, ere cometh the full radiance of a risen day. So shone the 

pale star to the prophet-shepherds; yet it traversed the night, and came where, in cradled 

obscurity, lay the Bethlehem babe, the human herald of Christ, Truth, who would make plain to 

benighted understanding the way of salvation through Christ Jesus, till across a night of error 

should dawn the morning beams and shine the guiding star of being. The Wisemen were led to 

behold and to follow this daystar of divine Science, lighting the way to eternal harmony. 
 

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems, 

knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of 

materialism are crumbling away. Ignorance of God is no longer the steppingstone to faith. The 

only guarantee of obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal. 

Though empires fall, "the Lord shall reign forever." 
 

A book introduces new thoughts, but it cannot make them speedily understood. It is the task of 

the sturdy pioneer to hew the tall oak and to cut the rough granite. Future ages must declare 

what the pioneer has accomplished. 
 

2. xi : 9-21 
 

The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus' time, from the operation of 

divine Principle, before which sin and disease lose their reality in human consciousness and 

disappear as naturally and as necessarily as darkness gives place to light and sin to reformation. 

Now, as then, these mighty works are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are the sign 

of Immanuel, or "God with us," — a divine influence ever present in human consciousness and 

repeating itself, coming now as was promised aforetime, 
 

   To preach deliverance to the captives [of sense], 

   And recovering of sight to the blind, 

   To set at liberty them that are bruised. 
 

3. 332 : 23 (Jesus)-2 
 

Jesus was the son of a virgin. He was appointed to speak God's word and to appear to mortals in 

such a form of humanity as they could understand as well as perceive. Mary's conception of him 

was spiritual, for only purity could reflect Truth and Love, which were plainly incarnate in the 

good and pure Christ Jesus. He expressed the highest type of divinity, which a fleshly form 
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could express in that age. Into the real and ideal man the fleshly element cannot enter. Thus it is 

that Christ illustrates the coincidence, or spiritual agreement, between God and man in His 

image. 
 

4. 333 : 16 (The advent)-23 
 

The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the Christ is 

without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all generations both before and after the 

Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some 

measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth. 
 

5. 147 : 24-29 
 

Our Master healed the sick, practised Christian healing, and taught the generalities of its divine 

Principle to his students; but he left no definite rule for demonstrating this Principle of healing 

and preventing disease. This rule remained to be discovered in Christian Science. 
 

6. 147 : 6-13 
 

Late in the nineteenth century I demonstrated the divine rules of Christian Science. They were 

submitted to the broadest practical test, and everywhere, when honestly applied under 

circumstances where demonstration was humanly possible, this Science showed that Truth had 

lost none of its divine and healing efficacy, even though centuries had passed away since Jesus 

practised these rules on the hills of Judaea and in the valleys of Galilee. 
 

7. 107 : 7-14 
 

This apodictical Principle points to the revelation of Immanuel, "God with us," — the sovereign 

ever-presence, delivering the children of men from every ill "that flesh is heir to." Through 

Christian Science, religion and medicine are inspired with a diviner nature and essence; fresh 

pinions are given to faith and understanding, and thoughts acquaint themselves intelligently with 

God. 
 

8. 108 : 19-26 (to ;), 30-6 
 

When apparently near the confines of mortal existence, standing already within the shadow of 

the death-valley, I learned these truths in divine Science: that all real being is in God, the divine 

Mind, and that Life, Truth, and Love are all-powerful and ever-present; that the opposite of 

Truth, — called error, sin, sickness, disease, death, — is the false testimony of false material 

sense, of mind in matter; 

 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2024                                                                   Page 7  

SUBJECT: CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

My discovery, that erring, mortal, misnamed mind produces all the organism and action of the 

mortal body, set my thoughts to work in new channels, and led up to my demonstration of the 

proposition that Mind is All and matter is naught as the leading factor in Mind-science. 

 

Christian Science reveals incontrovertibly that Mind is All-in-all, that the only realities are the 

divine Mind and idea. 

 

9. 109 : 11-27 

 

For three years after my discovery, I sought the solution of this problem of Mind-healing, 

searched the Scriptures and read little else, kept aloof from society, and devoted time and 

energies to discovering a positive rule. The search was sweet, calm, and buoyant with hope, not 

selfish nor depressing. I knew the Principle of all harmonious Mind-action to be God, and that 

cures were produced in primitive Christian healing by holy, uplifting faith; but I must know the 

Science of this healing, and I won my way to absolute conclusions through divine revelation, 

reason, and demonstration. The revelation of Truth in the understanding came to me gradually 

and apparently through divine power. When a new spiritual idea is borne to earth, the prophetic 

Scripture of Isaiah is renewedly fulfilled: "Unto us a child is born, ... and his name shall be 

called Wonderful." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


