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SUNDAY DECEMBER 1, 2024 

 
 

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS  

   MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  LUKE 4 : 8 

 

 
 

“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Malachi 3 : 6, 7 

            Psalm 103 : 1-4 

 

 

6. For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

 

7. Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and have not 

kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of hosts. 

 

1. Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

 

2. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 

 

3. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 

 

4. Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and 

tender mercies. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. II Chronicles 16 : 1, 6-13 
 
1 In the six and thirtieth year of the reign of Asa Baasha king of Israel came up against 

Judah, and built Ramah, to the intent that he might let none go out or come in to Asa king 

of Judah. 
 
6 Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they carried away the stones of Ramah, and the 

timber thereof, wherewith Baasha was building; and he built therewith Geba and Mizpah. 
 
7 And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah, and said unto him, Because 

thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the LORD thy God, therefore is the 

host of the king of Syria escaped out of thine hand. 
 
8 Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge host, with very many chariots and 

horsemen? yet, because thou didst rely on the LORD, he delivered them into thine hand. 
 
9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself 

strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou hast done 

foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou shalt have wars. 
 
10 Then Asa was wroth with the seer, and put him in a prison house; for he was in a rage 

with him because of this thing. And Asa oppressed some of the people the same time. 
 
11 And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, they are written in the book of the kings of 

Judah and Israel. 
 
12 And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign was diseased in his feet, until his disease 

was exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought not to the Lord, but to the physicians. 
 
13 And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the one and fortieth year of his reign. 
 

2. Deuteronomy 18 : 9-15 
 
9 When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not 

learn to do after the abominations of those nations. 
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10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass 

through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a 

witch, 

 
11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 

 
12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these 

abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee. 

 
13 Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God. 

 
14 For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto 

diviners: but as for thee, the LORD thy God hath not suffered thee so to do. 

 
15 The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 

brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 

 

3. Luke 4 : 14 (to :), 31-36, 38, 39 

 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: 

 
31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them on the sabbath days. 

 
32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power. 

 
33 And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried 

out with a loud voice, 

 
34 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou 

come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God. 

 
35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. And when the 

devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of him, and hurt him not. 

 
36 And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, What a word is this! for 

with authority and power he commandeth the unclean spirits, and they come out. 
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38 And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon’s house. And Simon’s wife’s 

mother was taken with a great fever; and they besought him for her. 

 
39 And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: and immediately she arose 

and ministered unto them. 

 

4. Galatians 5 : 16-25 

 
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 

contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 

 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, 

uncleanness, lasciviousness, 

 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 

 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, 

as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the 

kingdom of God. 

 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 

 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

 
24 And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 

 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 

 

5. Psalm 117 : 1, 2 

 
1 O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. 

 
2 For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. 

Praise ye the LORD. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. 339 : 7 (Since)-10 
 

Since God is All, there is no room for His unlikeness. God, Spirit, alone created all, and called it 

good. Therefore evil, being contrary to good, is unreal, and cannot be the product of God. 
 

2. 447 : 20-29 
 

Expose and denounce the claims of evil and disease in all their forms, but realize no reality in 

them. A sinner is not reformed merely by assuring him that he cannot be a sinner because there 

is no sin. To put down the claim of sin, you must detect it, remove the mask, point out the 

illusion, and thus get the victory over sin and so prove its unreality. The sick are not healed 

merely by declaring there is no sickness, but by knowing that there is none. 
 

3. 128 : 27 (Science)-29 next page 
 

Science relates to Mind, not matter. It rests on fixed Principle and not upon the judgment of 

false sensation. The addition of two sums in mathematics must always bring the same result. So 

is it with logic. If both the major and the minor propositions of a syllogism are correct, the 

conclusion, if properly drawn, cannot be false. So in Christian Science there are no discords nor 

contradictions, because its logic is as harmonious as the reasoning of an accurately stated 

syllogism or of a properly computed sum in arithmetic. Truth is ever truthful, and can tolerate no 

error in premise or conclusion. 
 

If you wish to know the spiritual fact, you can discover it by reversing the material fable, be the 

fable pro or con, — be it in accord with your preconceptions or utterly contrary to them. 
 

Pantheism may be defined as a belief in the intelligence of matter, — a belief which Science 

overthrows. In those days there will be "great tribulation such as was not since the beginning of 

the world;" and earth will echo the cry, "Art thou [Truth] come hither to torment us before the 

time?" Animal magnetism, hypnotism, spiritualism, theosophy, agnosticism, pantheism, and 

infidelity are antagonistic to true being and fatal to its demonstration; and so are some other 

systems. 
 

We must abandon pharmaceutics, and take up ontology, — "the science of real being." We must 

look deep into realism instead of accepting only the outward sense of things. Can we gather 

peaches from a pine-tree, or learn from discord the concord of being? Yet quite as rational are 

some of the leading illusions along the path which Science must tread in its reformatory mission 

among mortals. The very name, illusion, points to nothingness. 
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4. 178 : 18-31 
 

Mortal mind, acting from the basis of sensation in matter, is animal magnetism; but this so-

called mind, from which comes all evil, contradicts itself, and must finally yield to the eternal 

Truth, or the divine Mind, expressed in Science. In proportion to our understanding of Christian 

Science, we are freed from the belief of heredity, of mind in matter or animal magnetism; and 

we disarm sin of its imaginary power in proportion to our spiritual understanding of the status of 

immortal being. 
 

Ignorant of the methods and the basis of metaphysical healing, you may attempt to unite with it 

hypnotism, spiritualism, electricity; but none of these methods can be mingled with 

metaphysical healing. 
 

5. 104 : 13-18 
 

Christian Science goes to the bottom of mental action, and reveals the theodicy which indicates 

the rightness of all divine action, as the emanation of divine Mind, and the consequent 

wrongness of the opposite so-called action, — evil, occultism, necromancy, mesmerism, animal 

magnetism, hypnotism. 
 

6. 490 : 31-16 
 

Under the mesmeric illusion of belief, a man will think that he is freezing when he is warm, and 

that he is swimming when he is on dry land. Needle-thrusts will not hurt him. A delicious 

perfume will seem intolerable. Animal magnetism thus uncovers material sense, and shows it to 

be a belief without actual foundation or validity. Change the belief, and the sensation changes. 

Destroy the belief, and the sensation disappears. 
 

Material man is made up of involuntary and voluntary error, of a negative right and a positive 

wrong, the latter calling itself right. Man's spiritual individuality is never wrong. It is the 

likeness of man's Maker. Matter cannot connect mortals with the true origin and facts of being, 

in which all must end. It is only by acknowledging the supremacy of Spirit, which annuls the 

claims of matter, that mortals can lay off mortality and find the indissoluble spiritual link which 

establishes man forever in the divine likeness, inseparable from his creator. 
 

7. 106 : 15-29 
 

Let this age, which sits in judgment on Christian Science, sanction only such methods as are 

demonstrable in Truth and known by their fruit, and classify all others as did St. Paul in his great 

epistle to the Galatians, when he wrote as follows: 
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"Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 

heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings and such like: of the which I tell you 

before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the 

kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 

goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law." 

 

8. 492 : 22-28 

 

The notion that mind and matter commingle in the human illusion as to sin, sickness, and death 

must eventually submit to the Science of Mind, which denies this notion. God is Mind, and God 

is infinite; hence all is Mind. On this statement rests the Science of being, and the Principle of 

this Science is divine, demonstrating harmony and immortality. 

 

9. 490 : 11 (all) 

 

…all power belongs to God, good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 8, 2024 

 
 

SUBJECT—GOD THE ONLY CAUSE AND CREATOR 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  PROVERBS 3 : 19 

 

 
 

“The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; 

by understanding hath he established the heavens.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 8 : 1, 3-6 

 

 

1. O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory 

above the heavens. 

 

3. When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou 

hast ordained; 

 

4. What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 

 

5. For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory 

and honour. 

 

6. Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things 

under his feet. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Psalm 147 : 1 (to 1st ;), 8, 11 
 
1 Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God;  
 
8 Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain for the earth, who maketh grass 

to grow upon the mountains. 
 
11 The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those that hope in his mercy. 
 
2. Ecclesiastes 3 : 1, 11 (to :), 14 (whatsoever) 
 
1 To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
 
11 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: 
 
14 …whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken 

from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him. 
 

3. I Kings 16 : 29 (to :), 30 (to LORD) 
 
29 And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to 

reign over Israel: 
 
30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the LORD … 
 
4. I Kings 17 : 1, 7-9, 10 (And when) (to 4th ,), 11 (Bring), 12 (to :),  

                      13 (to ;), 14-16 
 
1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the 

LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these 

years, but according to my word. 
 
7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain 

in the land. 
 
8 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 
 
9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have 

commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. 
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10 And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering 

of sticks: and he called to her, and said, 
 
11 Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand. 
 
12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a 

barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: 
 
13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; 
 
14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 

the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth. 
 
15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, 

did eat many days. 
 
16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word 

of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah. 
 

5. I Kings 18 : 1, 2, 41-45 (to 1st .) 
 
1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the 

third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth. 
 
2 And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria. 
 
41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance 

of rain. 
 
42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he 

cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees, 
 
43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, 

and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times. 
 
44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud 

out of the sea, like a man’s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, 

and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. 
 
45 And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, 

and there was a great rain. 
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6. II Kings 2 : 1 
 
1 And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, 

that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 
 

7. II Kings 4 : 38-41 
 
38 And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the land; and the sons of the 

prophets were sitting before him: and he said unto his servant, Set on the great pot, and 

seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets.  
 
39 And one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered 

thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came and shred them into the pot of pottage: for they 

knew them not. 
 
40 So they poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating of the 

pottage, that they cried out, and said, O thou man of God, there is death in the pot. And 

they could not eat thereof. 
 
41 But he said, Then bring meal. And he cast it into the pot; and he said, Pour out for the 

people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot. 
 

8. Joel 2 : 23, 25 (to 1st ,), 26 (to 2nd ,), 27 (to :), 30 (to 1st ,), 32 
 
23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given 

you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the 

former rain, and the latter rain in the first month. 
 
25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, 
 
26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, 
 
27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and 

none else: 
 
30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, 
 
32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 

delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath 

said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. 331 : 16-17, 18 (He)-24 
 

Everything in God's universe expresses Him. 
 

He is divine Principle, Love, the universal cause, the only creator, and there is no other self-

existence. He is all-inclusive, and is reflected by all that is real and eternal and by nothing else. 

He fills all space, and it is impossible to conceive of such omnipresence and individuality except 

as infinite Spirit or Mind. 
 

2. 102 : 13 (man)-15 
 

…man, reflecting God's power, has dominion over all the earth and its hosts. 
 

3. 139 : 4-8 
 

From beginning to end, the Scriptures are full of accounts of the triumph of Spirit, Mind, over 

matter. Moses proved the power of Mind by what men called miracles; so did Joshua, Elijah, 

and Elisha. 
 

4. 114 : 23-24, 27-29 
 

Christian Science explains all cause and effect as mental, not physical. … In divine Science, the 

universe, including man, is spiritual, harmonious, and eternal. 
 

5. 209 : 16-24 
 

The compounded minerals or aggregated substances composing the earth, the relations which 

constituent masses hold to each other, the magnitudes, distances, and revolutions of the celestial 

bodies, are of no real importance, when we remember that they all must give place to the 

spiritual fact by the translation of man and the universe back into Spirit. In proportion as this is 

done, man and the universe will be found harmonious and eternal. 
 

6. 257 : 15-21 
 

The material senses and human conceptions would translate spiritual ideas into material beliefs, 

and would say that an anthropomorphic God, instead of infinite Principle, — in other words, 

divine Love, — is the father of the rain, "who hath begotten the drops of dew," who bringeth 

"forth Mazzaroth in his season," and guideth "Arcturus with his sons." 
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7. 520 : 23 (God)-24 (to 2nd ,), 24 (the)-1 
 

God creates all through Mind, not through matter, … the plant grows, not because of seed or 

soil, but because growth is the eternal mandate of Mind. Mortal thought drops into the ground, 

but the immortal creating thought is from above, not from beneath. Because Mind makes all, 

there is nothing left to be made by a lower power. Spirit acts through the Science of Mind, never 

causing man to till the ground, but making him superior to the soil. 
 

8. 268 : 6-2 
 

Belief in a material basis, from which may be deduced all rationality, is slowly yielding to the 

idea of a metaphysical basis, looking away from matter to Mind as the cause of every effect. 

Materialistic hypotheses challenge metaphysics to meet in final combat. In this revolutionary 

period, like the shepherd-boy with his sling, woman goes forth to battle with Goliath. 
 

In this final struggle for supremacy, semi-metaphysical systems afford no substantial aid to 

scientific metaphysics, for their arguments are based on the false testimony of the material 

senses as well as on the facts of Mind. These semi-metaphysical systems are one and all 

pantheistic, and savor of Pandemonium, a house divided against itself. 
 

9. 547 : 23 (The)-30 
 

The Scriptures are very sacred. Our aim must be to have them understood spiritually, for only by 

this understanding can truth be gained. The true theory of the universe, including man, is not in 

material history but in spiritual development. Inspired thought relinquishes a material, sensual, 

and mortal theory of the universe, and adopts the spiritual and immortal. 
 

10. 516 : 12-21 
 

Love, redolent with unselfishness, bathes all in beauty and light. The grass beneath our feet 

silently exclaims, "The meek shall inherit the earth." The modest arbutus sends her sweet breath 

to heaven. The great rock gives shadow and shelter. The sunlight glints from the church-dome, 

glances into the prison-cell, glides into the sick-chamber, brightens the flower, beautifies the 

landscape, blesses the earth. Man, made in His likeness, possesses and reflects God's dominion 

over all the earth. 
 

11. 125 : 21-30 
 

The seasons will come and go with changes of time and tide, cold and heat, latitude and 

longitude. The agriculturist will find that these changes cannot affect his crops. "As a vesture 
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shalt Thou change them and they shall be changed." The mariner will have dominion over the 

atmosphere and the great deep, over the fish of the sea and the fowls of the air. The astronomer 

will no longer look up to the stars, — he will look out from them upon the universe; and the 

florist will find his flower before its seed. 

 

12. 14 : 25-30 

 

Entirely separate from the belief and dream of material living, is the Life divine, revealing 

spiritual understanding and the consciousness of man's dominion over the whole earth. This 

understanding casts out error and heals the sick, and with it you can speak "as one having 

authority." 

 

13. 96 : 4-15 

 

Love will finally mark the hour of harmony, and spiritualization will follow, for Love is Spirit. 

Before error is wholly destroyed, there will be interruptions of the general material routine. 

Earth will become dreary and desolate, but summer and winter, seedtime and harvest (though in 

changed forms), will continue unto the end, — until the final spiritualization of all things. "The 

darkest hour precedes the dawn." 

 

This material world is even now becoming the arena for conflicting forces. On one side there 

will be discord and dismay; on the other side there will be Science and peace. 

 

14. 97 : 13-20, 26 (“He)-28 

 

The nearer a false belief approaches truth without passing the boundary where, having been 

destroyed by divine Love, it ceases to be even an illusion, the riper it becomes for destruction. 

The more material the belief, the more obvious its error, until divine Spirit, supreme in its 

domain, dominates all matter, and man is found in the likeness of Spirit, his original being. 

 

"He uttered His voice, the earth melted." This Scripture indicates that all matter will disappear 

before the supremacy of Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 15, 2024 

 
 

SUBJECT—GOD THE PRESERVER OF MAN 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  PSALM 37 : 3 

 

  
“Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land,  

and verily thou shalt be fed.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Isaiah 45 : 1, 5, 22 

          Ezekiel 34 : 11, 13, 14, 23, 24 
 
 

1. Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, 
 

5. I am the LORD, and there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though 

thou hast not known me: 
 

22. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none 

else. 
 

11. Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and seek them out. 
 

13. And will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the 

rivers, 
 

14. I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold 

be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall they feed upon the 

mountains of Israel. 
 

23. And I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall feed them, even my servant 

David; he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd. 
 

24. And I the LORD will be their God. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Genesis 1 : 1, 2 (And the Spirit), 11, 12, 26 (to :), 29, 31 (to 1st .) 
 
1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
 
2 And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
 
11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 

yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so. 
 
12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 

yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 
 
26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: 
 
29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face 

of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it 

shall be for meat. 
 
31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 
 

2. Psalm 36 : 6 (O LORD)-8 (to ;) 
 
6 O LORD, thou preservest man and beast. 
 
7 How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust 

under the shadow of thy wings. 
 
8 They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; 
 

3. Deuteronomy 8 : 7-9 (to ;), 10 
 
7 For the LORD thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of 

fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and hills; 
 
8 A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil 

olive, and honey; 
 
9 A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; 
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10 When thou hast eaten and art full, then thou shalt bless the LORD thy God for the good 

land which he hath given thee. 
 

4. Daniel 1 : 1, 3-6, 8, 10-15, 18-21 
 
1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. 
 
3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain 

of the children of Israel, and of the king’s seed, and of the princes; 
 
4 Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and 

cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to 

stand in the king’s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the 

Chaldeans. 
 
5 And the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s meat, and of the wine which 

he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before 

the king. 
 
6 Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah: 
 
8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the 

king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the prince of the 

eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 
 
10 And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath 

appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than 

the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king. 
 
11 Then said Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 
 
12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water 

to drink. 
 
13 Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of the 

children that eat of the portion of the king’s meat: and as thou seest, deal with thy 

servants. 
 
14 So he consented to them in this matter, and proved them ten days. 
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15 And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all 

the children which did eat the portion of the king’s meat. 
 
18 Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then the prince 

of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
19 And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood they before the king. 
 
20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of them, he found 

them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm. 
 
21 And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus. 
 

5. Isaiah 49 : 8, 9 (They), 10 
 
8 Thus saith the LORD, In an acceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation 

have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to 

establish the earth, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; 
 
9 They shall feed in the ways, and their pastures shall be in all high places. 
 
10 They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath 

mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them. 
 

6. Psalm 107 : 1, 9 
 
1 O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
 
9 For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 507 : 3-6 
 

Spirit duly feeds and clothes every object, as it appears in the line of spiritual creation, thus 

tenderly expressing the fatherhood and motherhood of God. 
 

2. 530 : 5-12 
 

In divine Science, man is sustained by God, the divine Principle of being. The earth, at God's 

command, brings forth food for man's use. Knowing this, Jesus once said, "Take no thought for 
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your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink," — presuming not on the prerogative of his 

creator, but recognizing God, the Father and Mother of all, as able to feed and clothe man as He 

doth the lilies. 
 

3. 62 : 13-16, 20-26, 29-30 
 

Taking less "thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink"; less thought "for 

your body what ye shall put on," will do much more for the health of the rising generation than 

you dream. 
 

We must not attribute more and more intelligence to matter, but less and less, if we would be 

wise and healthy. The divine Mind, which forms the bud and blossom, will care for the human 

body, even as it clothes the lily; but let no mortal interfere with God's government by thrusting 

in the laws of erring, human concepts. 
 

Our false views of life hide eternal harmony, and produce the ills of which we complain. 
 

4. 388 : 20-5 
 

If food was prepared by Jesus for his disciples, it cannot destroy life. 
 

The fact is, food does not affect the absolute Life of man, and this becomes self-evident, when 

we learn that God is our Life. Because sin and sickness are not qualities of Soul, or Life, we 

have hope in immortality; but it would be foolish to venture beyond our present understanding, 

foolish to stop eating until we gain perfection and a clear comprehension of the living Spirit. In 

that perfect day of understanding, we shall neither eat to live nor live to eat. 
 

If mortals think that food disturbs the harmonious functions of mind and body, either the food or 

this thought must be dispensed with, for the penalty is coupled with the belief. Which shall it 

be? If this decision be left to Christian Science, it will be given in behalf of the control of Mind 

over this belief and every erroneous belief, or material condition. 
 

5. 494 : 5-14, 15 (Jesus)-19 
 

Is it not a species of infidelity to believe that so great a work as the Messiah's was done for 

himself or for God, who needed no help from Jesus' example to preserve the eternal harmony? 

But mortals did need this help, and Jesus pointed the way for them. Divine Love always has met 

and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the 

divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time, since to all 

mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good. 
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Jesus demonstrated the inability of corporeality, as well as the infinite ability of Spirit, thus 

helping erring human sense to flee from its own convictions and seek safety in divine Science. 

 

6. 197 : 11-15, 21-29 

 

The less that is said of physical structure and laws, and the more that is thought and said about 

moral and spiritual law, the higher will be the standard of living and the farther mortals will be 

removed from imbecility or disease. 

 

We are told that the simple food our forefathers ate helped to make them healthy, but that is a 

mistake. Their diet would not cure dyspepsia at this period. With rules of health in the head and 

the most digestible food in the stomach, there would still be dyspeptics. Many of the effeminate 

constitutions of our time will never grow robust until individual opinions improve and mortal 

belief loses some portion of its error. 

 

7. 222 : 29-2 

 

In seeking a cure for dyspepsia consult matter not at all, and eat what is set before you, "asking 

no question for conscience sake." We must destroy the false belief that life and intelligence are 

in matter, and plant ourselves upon what is pure and perfect. 

 

8. 509 : 16-17, 20-24 

 

God forms and peoples the universe. 

 

So-called mineral, vegetable, and animal substances are no more contingent now on time or 

material structure than they were when "the morning stars sang together." Mind made the "plant 

of the field before it was in the earth." 

 

9. 264 : 13-19, 28-31 

 

As mortals gain more correct views of God and man, multitudinous objects of creation, which 

before were invisible, will become visible. When we realize that Life is Spirit, never in nor of 

matter, this understanding will expand into self-completeness, finding all in God, good, and 

needing no other consciousness. 

 

When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we shall 

behold and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man. 
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10. 520 : 17 (the Lord)-20 (to :), 23-26, 30-6 

 

…the Lord God [Jehovah] made the earth and the heavens, and every plant of the field before it 
was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: 

 

Here is the emphatic declaration that God creates all through Mind, not through matter, — that 

the plant grows, not because of seed or soil, but because growth is the eternal mandate of Mind. 

… Spirit acts through the Science of Mind, never causing man to till the ground, but making him 

superior to the soil. Knowledge of this lifts man above the sod, above earth and its 

environments, to conscious spiritual harmony and eternal being. 

 

Here the inspired record closes its narrative of being that is without beginning or end. All that is 

made is the work of God, and all is good. 

 

11. 550 : 5-7 

 

God is the Life, or intelligence, which forms and preserves the individuality and identity of 

animals as well as of men. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 



 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

 

 

 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 22, 2024 

 
 

SUBJECT—IS THE UNIVERSE, INCLUDING MAN, 

  EVOLVED BY ATOMIC FORCE? 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  PSALM 119 : 165 

 

 
 

“Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 46 : 1-3, 5, 8-10 

 

 

1. God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 

2. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be 

carried into the midst of the sea; 

 

3. Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the 

swelling thereof. 

 

5. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right 

early. 

 

8. Come, behold the works of the LORD. 

 

9. He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the 

spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire. 

 

10. Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in 

the earth. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Isaiah 2 : 1-4, 11 
 
1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be 

established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 

nations shall flow unto it. 
 
3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 

walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem. 
 
4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat 

their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed 

down, and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. 
 

2. II Chronicles 20 : 1, 3-6, 13, 14 (to 1st ,), 15 (said), 17, 18, 20-22, 27-30 
 
1 It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and 

with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle. 
 
3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast 

throughout all Judah. 
 
4 And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the 

cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD. 
 
5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the 

LORD, before the new court, 
 
6 And said, O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou 

over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so 

that none is able to withstand thee? 
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13 And all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their 

children. 
 
14 Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, 
 
15 …said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king 

Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this 

great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God’s. 
 
17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation 

of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go 

out against them: for the LORD will be with you. 
 
18 And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground: and all Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem fell before the LORD, worshipping the LORD. 
 
20 And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as 

they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of 

Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his 

prophets, so shall ye prosper. 
 
21 And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and 

that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, 

Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. 
 
22 And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the 

children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they 

were smitten. 
 
27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront 

of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over 

their enemies. 
 
28 And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets unto the house of the 

LORD. 
 
29 And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries, when they had heard that 

the LORD fought against the enemies of Israel. 
 
30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about. 
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3. Job 5 : 8, 9, 12, 13, 19-24 (to ;) 
 
8 I would seek unto God, and unto God would I commit my cause: 
 
9 Which doeth great things and unsearchable; marvellous things without number: 
 
12 He disappointeth the devices of the crafty, so that their hands cannot perform their 

enterprise. 
 
13 He taketh the wise in their own craftiness: and the counsel of the froward is carried 

headlong. 
 
19 He shall deliver thee in six troubles: yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee. 
 
20 In famine he shall redeem thee from death: and in war from the power of the sword. 
 
21 Thou shalt be hid from the scourge of the tongue: neither shalt thou be afraid of 

destruction when it cometh. 
 
22 At destruction and famine thou shalt laugh: neither shalt thou be afraid of the beasts of 

the earth. 
 
23 For thou shalt be in league with the stones of the field: and the beasts of the field shall be 

at peace with thee. 
 
24 And thou shalt know that thy tabernacle shall be in peace; 
 

4. I Timothy 2 : 1-4 
 
1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 

thanks, be made for all men; 
 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 

all godliness and honesty. 
 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
 
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
 

5. Isaiah 11 : 9 (for) 
 
9 …for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. 76 : 6-8 (to ;) 
 

When being is understood, Life will be recognized as neither material nor finite, but as infinite, 

— as God, universal good; 
 

2. 255 : 1 (Eternal)-6 
 
Eternal Truth is changing the universe. As mortals drop off their mental swaddling-clothes, 

thought expands into expression. "Let there be light," is the perpetual demand of Truth and 

Love, changing chaos into order and discord into the music of the spheres. 
 

3. 295 : 5-15 
 

God creates and governs the universe, including man. The universe is filled with spiritual ideas, 

which He evolves, and they are obedient to the Mind that makes them. Mortal mind would 

transform the spiritual into the material, and then recover man's original self in order to escape 

from the mortality of this error. Mortals are not like immortals, created in God's own image; but 

infinite Spirit being all, mortal consciousness will at last yield to the scientific fact and 

disappear, and the real sense of being, perfect and forever intact, will appear. 
 

4. 209 : 5-8, 10-13, 16-30 
 

Mind, supreme over all its formations and governing them all, is the central sun of its own 

systems of ideas, the life and light of all its own vast creation; and man is tributary to divine 

Mind. 
 
The world would collapse without Mind, without the intelligence which holds the winds in its 

grasp. Neither philosophy nor skepticism can hinder the march of the Science which reveals the 

supremacy of Mind. 
 

The compounded minerals or aggregated substances composing the earth, the relations which 

constituent masses hold to each other, the magnitudes, distances, and revolutions of the celestial 

bodies, are of no real importance, when we remember that they all must give place to the 

spiritual fact by the translation of man and the universe back into Spirit. In proportion as this is 

done, man and the universe will be found harmonious and eternal. 
 

Material substances or mundane formations, astronomical calculations, and all the paraphernalia 

of speculative theories, based on the hypothesis of material law or life and intelligence resident 

in matter, will ultimately vanish, swallowed up in the infinite calculus of Spirit. 
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5. 293 : 13-16, 21-31 
 
The material so-called gases and forces are counterfeits of the spiritual forces of divine Mind, 

whose potency is Truth, whose attraction is Love, whose adhesion and cohesion are Life, 

perpetuating the eternal facts of being. 
 
There is no vapid fury of mortal mind — expressed in earthquake, wind, wave, lightning, fire, 

bestial ferocity — and this so-called mind is self-destroyed. The manifestations of evil, which 

counterfeit divine justice, are called in the Scriptures, "The anger of the Lord." In reality, they 

show the self-destruction of error or matter and point to matter's opposite, the strength and 

permanency of Spirit. Christian Science brings to light Truth and its supremacy, universal 

harmony, the entireness of God, good, and the nothingness of evil. 
 
6. 469 : 25-5 
 
We lose the high signification of omnipotence, when after admitting that God, or good, is 

omnipresent and has all-power, we still believe there is another power, named evil. This belief 

that there is more than one mind is as pernicious to divine theology as are ancient mythology 

and pagan idolatry. With one Father, even God, the whole family of man would be brethren; and 

with one Mind and that God, or good, the brotherhood of man would consist of Love and Truth, 

and have unity of Principle and spiritual power which constitute divine Science. 
 
7. 276 : 1-9, 12-16 
 
Having one God, one Mind, unfolds the power that heals the sick, and fulfils these sayings of 

Scripture, "I am the Lord that healeth thee," and "I have found a ransom." When the divine 

precepts are understood, they unfold the foundation of fellowship, in which one mind is not at 

war with another, but all have one Spirit, God, one intelligent source, in accordance with the 

Scriptural command: "Let this Mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." 
 
The realization that all inharmony is unreal brings objects and thoughts into human view in their 

true light, and presents them as beautiful and immortal. Harmony in man is as real and immortal 

as in music. Discord is unreal and mortal. 
 
8. 225 : 14-22 
 
The history of our country, like all history, illustrates the might of Mind, and shows human 

power to be proportionate to its embodiment of right thinking. A few immortal sentences, 

breathing the omnipotence of divine justice, have been potent to break despotic fetters and 

abolish the whipping-post and slave market; but oppression neither went down in blood, nor did 

the breath of freedom come from the cannon's mouth. Love is the liberator. 
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9. 226 : 7 (this)-17 

 

…this new crusade sounded the keynote of universal freedom, asking a fuller acknowledgment 

of the rights of man as a Son of God, demanding that the fetters of sin, sickness, and death be 

stricken from the human mind and that its freedom be won, not through human warfare, not with 

bayonet and blood, but through Christ's divine Science. 

 

God has built a higher platform of human rights, and He has built it on diviner claims. These 

claims are not made through code or creed, but in demonstration of "on earth peace, good-will 

toward men." 

 

10. 576 : 21-25 

 

This kingdom of God "is within you," — is within reach of man's consciousness here, and the 

spiritual idea reveals it. In divine Science, man possesses this recognition of harmony 

consciously in proportion to his understanding of God. 

 

11. 585 : 16 (EUPHRATES)-19 

 

EUPHRATES  (river).  Divine Science encompassing the universe and man; the true idea of God; 

a type of the glory which is to come; metaphysics taking the place of physics; the reign of 

righteousness. 

 

12. 502 : 28-5 

 

The universe reflects God. There is but one creator and one creation. This creation consists of 

the unfolding of spiritual ideas and their identities, which are embraced in the infinite Mind and 

forever reflected. These ideas range from the infinitesimal to infinity, and the highest ideas are 

the sons and daughters of God. 

 

13. 503 : 12-15 

 

Divine Science, the Word of God, saith to the darkness upon the face of error, "God is All-in-

all," and the light of ever-present Love illumines the universe. 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY DECEMBER 29, 2024 

 
 

SUBJECT—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  MICAH 5 : 2 

 

 
 

“Thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah,  

yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;  

whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Micah 5 : 4 

     Isaiah 9 : 6, 7 

       Isaiah 40 : 4, 5 

 

 

4. And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the 

LORD his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 

 

6. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 

7. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 

justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

 

4. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 

crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 

 

5. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the 

mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Isaiah 11 : 1-6, 9 

 
1 And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of 

his roots: 

 
2 And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD; 

 
3 And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and he shall not 

judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears: 

 
4 But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of 

the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 

lips shall he slay the wicked. 

 
5 And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 

 
6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and 

the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

 
9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

 

2. Matthew 1 : 18-25 

 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused 

to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 

 
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick 

example, was minded to put her away privily. 

 
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in 

a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for 

that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. 
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21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his 

people from their sins. 
 
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the 

prophet, saying, 
 
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his 

name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 
 
24 Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden him, and 

took unto him his wife: 
 
25 And knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name 

JESUS. 
 

3. Matthew 2 : 1-11 
 
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 
 
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, 

and are come to worship him. 
 
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 

him. 
 
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he 

demanded of them where Christ should be born. 
 
5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by the prophet, 
 
6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for 

out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. 
 
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what 

time the star appeared. 
 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; 

and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him 

also. 
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9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, 

went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. 

 
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 

 
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his 

mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, 

they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 

 

4. Luke 2 : 40-49, 52 

 
40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 

was upon him. 

 
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. 

 
42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the 

feast. 

 
43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in 

Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 

 
44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day’s journey; and they 

sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

 
45 And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 

 
46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the 

midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. 

 
47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. 

 
48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast 

thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

 
49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my 

Father’s business? 

 
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. vii : 1-26 
 

To those leaning on the sustaining infinite, to-day is big with blessings. The wakeful shepherd 

beholds the first faint morning beams, ere cometh the full radiance of a risen day. So shone the 

pale star to the prophet-shepherds; yet it traversed the night, and came where, in cradled 

obscurity, lay the Bethlehem babe, the human herald of Christ, Truth, who would make plain to 

benighted understanding the way of salvation through Christ Jesus, till across a night of error 

should dawn the morning beams and shine the guiding star of being. The Wisemen were led to 

behold and to follow this daystar of divine Science, lighting the way to eternal harmony. 
 

The time for thinkers has come. Truth, independent of doctrines and time-honored systems, 

knocks at the portal of humanity. Contentment with the past and the cold conventionality of 

materialism are crumbling away. Ignorance of God is no longer the steppingstone to faith. The 

only guarantee of obedience is a right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal. 

Though empires fall, "the Lord shall reign forever." 
 

A book introduces new thoughts, but it cannot make them speedily understood. It is the task of 

the sturdy pioneer to hew the tall oak and to cut the rough granite. Future ages must declare 

what the pioneer has accomplished. 
 

2. xi : 9-21 
 

The physical healing of Christian Science results now, as in Jesus' time, from the operation of 

divine Principle, before which sin and disease lose their reality in human consciousness and 

disappear as naturally and as necessarily as darkness gives place to light and sin to reformation. 

Now, as then, these mighty works are not supernatural, but supremely natural. They are the sign 

of Immanuel, or "God with us," — a divine influence ever present in human consciousness and 

repeating itself, coming now as was promised aforetime, 
 

   To preach deliverance to the captives [of sense], 

   And recovering of sight to the blind, 

   To set at liberty them that are bruised. 
 

3. 332 : 23 (Jesus)-2 
 

Jesus was the son of a virgin. He was appointed to speak God's word and to appear to mortals in 

such a form of humanity as they could understand as well as perceive. Mary's conception of him 

was spiritual, for only purity could reflect Truth and Love, which were plainly incarnate in the 

good and pure Christ Jesus. He expressed the highest type of divinity, which a fleshly form 
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could express in that age. Into the real and ideal man the fleshly element cannot enter. Thus it is 

that Christ illustrates the coincidence, or spiritual agreement, between God and man in His 

image. 
 

4. 333 : 16 (The advent)-23 
 

The advent of Jesus of Nazareth marked the first century of the Christian era, but the Christ is 

without beginning of years or end of days. Throughout all generations both before and after the 

Christian era, the Christ, as the spiritual idea, — the reflection of God, — has come with some 

measure of power and grace to all prepared to receive Christ, Truth. 
 

5. 147 : 24-29 
 

Our Master healed the sick, practised Christian healing, and taught the generalities of its divine 

Principle to his students; but he left no definite rule for demonstrating this Principle of healing 

and preventing disease. This rule remained to be discovered in Christian Science. 
 

6. 147 : 6-13 
 

Late in the nineteenth century I demonstrated the divine rules of Christian Science. They were 

submitted to the broadest practical test, and everywhere, when honestly applied under 

circumstances where demonstration was humanly possible, this Science showed that Truth had 

lost none of its divine and healing efficacy, even though centuries had passed away since Jesus 

practised these rules on the hills of Judaea and in the valleys of Galilee. 
 

7. 107 : 7-14 
 

This apodictical Principle points to the revelation of Immanuel, "God with us," — the sovereign 

ever-presence, delivering the children of men from every ill "that flesh is heir to." Through 

Christian Science, religion and medicine are inspired with a diviner nature and essence; fresh 

pinions are given to faith and understanding, and thoughts acquaint themselves intelligently with 

God. 
 

8. 108 : 19-26 (to ;), 30-6 
 

When apparently near the confines of mortal existence, standing already within the shadow of 

the death-valley, I learned these truths in divine Science: that all real being is in God, the divine 

Mind, and that Life, Truth, and Love are all-powerful and ever-present; that the opposite of 

Truth, — called error, sin, sickness, disease, death, — is the false testimony of false material 

sense, of mind in matter; 
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My discovery, that erring, mortal, misnamed mind produces all the organism and action of the 

mortal body, set my thoughts to work in new channels, and led up to my demonstration of the 

proposition that Mind is All and matter is naught as the leading factor in Mind-science. 

 

Christian Science reveals incontrovertibly that Mind is All-in-all, that the only realities are the 

divine Mind and idea. 

 

9. 109 : 11-27 

 

For three years after my discovery, I sought the solution of this problem of Mind-healing, 

searched the Scriptures and read little else, kept aloof from society, and devoted time and 

energies to discovering a positive rule. The search was sweet, calm, and buoyant with hope, not 

selfish nor depressing. I knew the Principle of all harmonious Mind-action to be God, and that 

cures were produced in primitive Christian healing by holy, uplifting faith; but I must know the 

Science of this healing, and I won my way to absolute conclusions through divine revelation, 

reason, and demonstration. The revelation of Truth in the understanding came to me gradually 

and apparently through divine power. When a new spiritual idea is borne to earth, the prophetic 

Scripture of Isaiah is renewedly fulfilled: "Unto us a child is born, ... and his name shall be 

called Wonderful." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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