SUNDAY APRIL 14, 2024

SUBJECT—ARE SIN, DISEASE, AND DEATH REAL?

GOLDEN TEXT: ISAIAH 45 : 22

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth:
for I am God, and there is none else. ”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103 : 1-5, 10, 11, 19

1. Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2. Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
3. Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;

4. Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and
tender mercies;

5. Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
10.  He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
11.  For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.

19.  The LoORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
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Jeremiah 17 : 14

Heal me, O LORD, and | shall be healed; save me, and | shall be saved: for thou art my
praise.

Il Kings 5 : 1-4, 9-15 (to 2nd :)

Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master,
and honourable, because by him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also
a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.

And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the
land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman’s wife.

And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in
Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy.

And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land
of Israel.

So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house
of Elisha.

And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in Jordan seven times, and
thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, | thought, He will surely come
out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over
the place, and recover the leper.

Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may |
not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.

And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had
bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then,
when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?
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14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of
the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was
clean.

15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before
him: and he said, Behold, now | know that there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel:

3. Matthew 4 : 17 (Jesus), 24
17 Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and they brought unto him all sick people that
were taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were possessed with
devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that had the palsy; and he healed them.

4. Matthew 9 : 1-8
! And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city.

2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus
seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be
forgiven thee.

3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth.

4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts?

5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?

6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith
he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.

! And he arose, and departed to his house.

8 But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such

power unto men.
5. Luke 7 : 11-16

1 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his
disciples went with him, and much people.
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Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out,
the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with
her.

And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.

And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young
man, | say unto thee, Arise.

And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother.

And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen
up among us; and, That God hath visited his people.

Revelation1:1

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants
things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his
servant John:

Revelation 21 : 1-6

And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea.

And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

And | heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be
with them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he said unto me,
Write: for these words are true and faithful.

And he said unto me, It is done. | am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. | will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.
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Science and Health
1. 99 : 23-29

The calm, strong currents of true spirituality, the manifestations of which are health, purity, and
self-immolation, must deepen human experience, until the beliefs of material existence are seen
to be a bald imposition, and sin, disease, and death give everlasting place to the scientific
demonstration of divine Spirit and to God's spiritual, perfect man.

2. 339 : 25-28

The basis of all health, sinlessness, and immortality is the great fact that God is the only Mind;
and this Mind must be not merely believed, but it must be understood.

3. 120 : 15-24

Health is not a condition of matter, but of Mind; nor can the material senses bear reliable
testimony on the subject of health. The Science of Mind-healing shows it to be impossible for
aught but Mind to testify truly or to exhibit the real status of man. Therefore the divine Principle
of Science, reversing the testimony of the physical senses, reveals man as harmoniously existent
in Truth, which is the only basis of health; and thus Science denies all disease, heals the sick,
overthrows false evidence, and refutes materialistic logic.

4. 301 : 24-29

Delusion, sin, disease, and death arise from the false testimony of material sense, which, from a
supposed standpoint outside the focal distance of infinite Spirit, presents an inverted image of
Mind and substance with everything turned upside down.

5. 472:24 (All)-15

All reality is in God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is good,
and He makes all that is made. Therefore the only reality of sin, sickness, or death is the awful
fact that unrealities seem real to human, erring belief, until God strips off their disguise. They
are not true, because they are not of God. We learn in Christian Science that all inharmony of
mortal mind or body is illusion, possessing neither reality nor identity though seeming to be real
and identical.

The Science of Mind disposes of all evil. Truth, God, is not the father of error. Sin, sickness, and
death are to be classified as effects of error. Christ came to destroy the belief of sin. The
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God-principle is omnipresent and omnipotent. God is everywhere, and nothing apart from Him
is present or has power. Christ is the ideal Truth, that comes to heal sickness and sin through
Christian Science, and attributes all power to God. Jesus is the name of the man who, more than
all other men, has presented Christ, the true idea of God, healing the sick and the sinning and
destroying the power of death.

6. 473 :18-31

In an age of ecclesiastical despotism, Jesus introduced the teaching and practice of Christianity,
affording the proof of Christianity's truth and love; but to reach his example and to test its
unerring Science according to his rule, healing sickness, sin, and death, a better understanding of
God as divine Principle, Love, rather than personality or the man Jesus, is required.

Jesus established what he said by demonstration, thus making his acts of higher importance than
his words. He proved what he taught. This is the Science of Christianity. Jesus proved the
Principle, which heals the sick and casts out error, to be divine.

7. 373 : 14-15
The fear of disease and the love of sin are the sources of man's enslavement.
8. 403 : 14-20

You command the situation if you understand that mortal existence is a state of self-deception
and not the truth of being. Mortal mind is constantly producing on mortal body the results of
false opinions; and it will continue to do so, until mortal error is deprived of its imaginary
powers by Truth, which sweeps away the gossamer web of mortal illusion.

9. 230 : 1-10

If sickness is real, it belongs to immortality; if true, it is a part of Truth. Would you attempt with
drugs, or without, to destroy a quality or condition of Truth? But if sickness and sin are
illusions, the awakening from this mortal dream, or illusion, will bring us into health, holiness,
and immortality. This awakening is the forever coming of Christ, the advanced appearing of
Truth, which casts out error and heals the sick. This is the salvation which comes through God,
the divine Principle, Love, as demonstrated by Jesus.

10. 412 :13-18, 23-27

The power of Christian Science and divine Love is omnipotent. It is indeed adequate to unclasp
the hold and to destroy disease, sin, and death.
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To prevent disease or to cure it, the power of Truth, of divine Spirit, must break the dream of the
material senses.

Mentally insist that harmony is the fact, and that sickness is a temporal dream. Realize the
presence of health and the fact of harmonious being, until the body corresponds with the normal
conditions of health and harmony.

11. 428 : 3 only, 6-14

Life is real, and death is the illusion. ... Man's privilege at this supreme moment is to prove the
words of our Master: "If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death." To divest thought of
false trusts and material evidences in order that the spiritual facts of being may appear, — this is
the great attainment by means of which we shall sweep away the false and give place to the true.
Thus we may establish in truth the temple, or body, "whose builder and maker is God."

12.  495:14-24

When the illusion of sickness or sin tempts you, cling steadfastly to God and His idea. Allow
nothing but His likeness to abide in your thought. Let neither fear nor doubt overshadow your
clear sense and calm trust, that the recognition of life harmonious — as Life eternally is — can
destroy any painful sense of, or belief in, that which Life is not. Let Christian Science, instead of
corporeal sense, support your understanding of being, and this understanding will supplant error
with Truth, replace mortality with immortality, and silence discord with harmony.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 6

Take Notice

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)



