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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 3, 2023 

 
 

SUBJECT—MAN 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  PSALM 37 : 37 

 

 
 

“Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright:  

for the end of that man is peace.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 1 : 1-6 

 

 

1. Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 

of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

 

2. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

 

3. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 

his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

 

4. The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 

 

5. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of 

the righteous. 

 

6. For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.  
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Psalm 146 : 1-10 
 
1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul. 
 
2 While I live will I praise the LORD: I will sing praises unto my God while I have any 

being. 
 
3 Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. 
 
4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish. 
 
5 Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God:  
 
6 Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for 

ever: 
 
7 Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. The LORD 

looseth the prisoners: 
 
8 The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: the 

LORD loveth the righteous: 
 
9 The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of 

the wicked he turneth upside down. 
 
10 The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the 

LORD. 
 

2. John 9 : 1-11 
 
1 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 
 
2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he 

was born blind? 
 
3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God 

should be made manifest in him. 
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4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no 

man can work. 
 
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 
 
6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he 

anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 
 
7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He 

went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 
 
8 The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is 

not this he that sat and begged? 
 
9 Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he. 
 
10 Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? 
 
11 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and 

said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I received 

sight. 
 

3. John 13 : 31 (Jesus) 
 
31 Jesus said, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 
 

4. John 15 : 1-10 
 
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
 
2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth 

fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
 
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 
 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the 

vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 
 
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 

forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 
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6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather 

them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 
 
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 

done unto you. 
 
8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 
 
9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 
 
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments, and abide in his love. 
 

5. Romans 8 : 35, 38, 39 
 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 
 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 

God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

6. Psalm 37 : 3-7 (to :) 
 
3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be 

fed. 
 
4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 
 
5 Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 
 
6 And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. 
 
7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: 
 

7. Colossians 3 : 4, 12-17  
 
4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
 
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, 

humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 
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13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: 

even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

 
14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 

 
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; 

and be ye thankful. 

 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 

Lord. 

 
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Father by him. 

 

 

Science and Health 
 

1. 361 : 16-20 

 

As a drop of water is one with the ocean, a ray of light one with the sun, even so God and man, 

Father and son, are one in being. The Scripture reads: "For in Him we live, and move, and have 

our being." 

 

2. 18 : 3-9 

 

Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and for this we owe 

him endless homage. His mission was both individual and collective. He did life's work aright 

not only in justice to himself, but in mercy to mortals, — to show them how to do theirs, but not 

to do it for them nor to relieve them of a single responsibility. 

 

3. 210 : 11-18 

 

Knowing that Soul and its attributes were forever manifested through man, the Master healed 

the sick, gave sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet to the lame, thus bringing to light the 

scientific action of the divine Mind on human minds and bodies and giving a better understand-

ing of Soul and salvation. Jesus healed sickness and sin by one and the same metaphysical 

process. 
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4. 178 : 8-17 

 

Heredity is not a law. The remote cause or belief of disease is not dangerous because of its 

priority and the connection of past mortal thoughts with present. The predisposing cause and the 

exciting cause are mental. 

 

Perhaps an adult has a deformity produced prior to his birth by the fright of his mother. When 

wrested from human belief and based on Science or the divine Mind, to which all things are 

possible, that chronic case is not difficult to cure. 

 

5. 304 : 3-11 next page 

 

It is ignorance and false belief, based on a material sense of things, which hide spiritual beauty 

and goodness. Understanding this, Paul said: "Neither death, nor life, ... nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 

the love of God." This is the doctrine of Christian Science: that divine Love cannot be deprived 

of its manifestation, or object; that joy cannot be turned into sorrow, for sorrow is not the master 

of joy; that good can never produce evil; that matter can never produce mind nor life result in 

death. The perfect man — governed by God, his perfect Principle — is sinless and eternal. 

 

Harmony is produced by its Principle, is controlled by it and abides with it. Divine Principle is 

the Life of man. Man's happiness is not, therefore, at the disposal of physical sense. Truth is not 

contaminated by error. Harmony in man is as beautiful as in music, and discord is unnatural, 

unreal. 

 

The science of music governs tones. If mortals caught harmony through material sense, they 

would lose harmony, if time or accident robbed them of material sense. To be master of chords 

and discords, the science of music must be understood. Left to the decisions of material sense, 

music is liable to be misapprehended and lost in confusion. Controlled by belief, instead of 

understanding, music is, must be, imperfectly expressed. So man, not understanding the Science 

of being, — thrusting aside his divine Principle as incomprehensible, — is abandoned to con-

jectures, left in the hands of ignorance, placed at the disposal of illusions, subjected to material 

sense which is discord. A discontented, discordant mortal is no more a man than discord is 

music. 

 

A picture in the camera or a face reflected in the mirror is not the original, though resembling it. 

Man, in the likeness of his Maker, reflects the central light of being, the invisible God. As there 

is no corporeality in the mirrored form, which is but a reflection, so man, like all things real, 

reflects God, his divine Principle, not in a mortal body. 
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6. 303 : 25-2 

 

God, without the image and likeness of Himself, would be a nonentity, or Mind unexpressed. He 

would be without a witness or proof of His own nature. Spiritual man is the image or idea of 

God, an idea which cannot be lost nor separated from its divine Principle. When the evidence 

before the material senses yielded to spiritual sense, the apostle declared that nothing could 

alienate him from God, from the sweet sense and presence of Life and Truth. 

 

7. 306 : 18 (man)-20 

 

…man cannot be separated for an instant from God, if man reflects God. Thus Science proves 

man's existence to be intact. 

 

8. 325 : 10-19, 26-29 

 

In Colossians (iii. 4) Paul writes: "When Christ, who is our life, shall appear [be manifested], 

then shall ye also appear [be manifested] with him in glory." When spiritual being is understood 

in all its perfection, continuity, and might, then shall man be found in God's image. The absolute 

meaning of the apostolic words is this: Then shall man be found, in His likeness, perfect as the 

Father, indestructible in Life, "hid with Christ in God," — with Truth in divine Love, where 

human sense hath not seen man. 

 

The time cometh when the spiritual origin of man, the divine Science which ushered Jesus into 

human presence, will be understood and demonstrated. 

 

9. 475 : 17 (man)-22 

 

…man is the reflection of God, or Mind, and therefore is eternal; that which has no separate 

mind from God; that which has not a single quality underived from Deity; that which possesses 

no life, intelligence, nor creative power of his own, but reflects spiritually all that belongs to his 

Maker. 

 

10. 336 : 25 (God)-26 

 

God, the divine Principle of man, and man in God's likeness are inseparable, harmonious, and 

eternal. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


