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SUNDAY OCTOBER 22, 2023 

 
 

SUBJECT—PROBATION AFTER DEATH 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  REVELATION 2 : 7 

 

 
 

“To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,  

which is in the midst of the paradise of God.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Isaiah 25 : 1, 4, 6-9 

 

 

1. O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name. 

 

4. For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge 

from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm 

against the wall. 

 

6. And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a 

feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 

 

7. And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the 

vail that is spread over all nations. 

 

8. He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all 

faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD 

hath spoken it. 

 

9. And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will 

save us. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Revelation 22 : 14 
 
14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, 

and may enter in through the gates into the city. 
 

2. Isaiah 28 : 16-18 (to ;) 
 
16 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried 

stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 
 
17 Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall 

sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 
 
18 And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall 

not stand; 
 

3. Matthew 4 : 23 
 
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 

of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the 

people. 
 

4. Matthew 5 : 1, 2 
 
1 And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disci-

ples came unto him: 
 
2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, 
 

5. Matthew 7 : 13, 14 
 
13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 

destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 
 
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there 

be that find it. 
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6. Matthew 19 : 16-22, 25, 26, 28, 29 
 
16 And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I 

may have eternal life? 
 
17 And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is, 

God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. 
 
18 He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit 

adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, 
 
19 Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
 
20 The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack 

I yet? 
 
21 Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the 

poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. 
 
22 But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great 

possessions. 
 
25 When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be 

saved? 
 
26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all 

things are possible. 
 
28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 

regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit 

upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
29 And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or 

wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall 

inherit everlasting life. 
 

7. Luke 16 : 1 (to 1st ,), 19-31 
 
1 And he said also unto his disciples, 
 
19 There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 

sumptuously every day: 
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20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 
 
21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover 

the dogs came and licked his sores. 
 
22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s 

bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 
 
23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and 

Lazarus in his bosom. 
 
24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he 

may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 

flame. 
 
25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, 

and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 
 
26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which 

would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from 

thence. 
 
27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s 

house: 
 
28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place 

of torment. 
 
29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. 
 
30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will 

repent. 
 
31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 

persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 
 

8. Ephesians 4 : 1, 2, 13 
 
1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 

wherewith ye are called, 
 
2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 
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13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 

perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 
 

9. James 1 : 2-4, 12 
 
2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; 
 
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 
 
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting 

nothing. 
 
12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the 

crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 246 : 27-31 
 

Life is eternal. We should find this out, and begin the demonstration thereof. Life and goodness 

are immortal. Let us then shape our views of existence into loveliness, freshness, and continuity, 

rather than into age and blight. 
 

2. 550 : 5-7 
 

God is the Life, or intelligence, which forms and preserves the individuality and identity of 

animals as well as of men. 
 

3. 336 : 25 (God)-30 
 

God, the divine Principle of man, and man in God's likeness are inseparable, harmonious, and 

eternal. The Science of being furnishes the rule of perfection, and brings immortality to light. 

God and man are not the same, but in the order of divine Science, God and man coexist and are 

eternal. 
 

4. 492 : 7-12 
 

Being is holiness, harmony, immortality. It is already proved that a knowledge of this, even in 

small degree, will uplift the physical and moral standard of mortals, will increase longevity, will 

purify and elevate character. Thus progress will finally destroy all error, and bring immortality 

to light. 
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5. 296 : 4-21 
 
Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through which the mortal is 

dropped for the immortal. Either here or hereafter, suffering or Science must destroy all illusions 

regarding life and mind, and regenerate material sense and self. The old man with his deeds 

must be put off. Nothing sensual or sinful is immortal. The death of a false material sense and of 

sin, not the death of organic matter, is what reveals man and Life, harmonious, real, and eternal. 
 
The so-called pleasures and pains of matter perish, and they must go out under the blaze of 

Truth, spiritual sense, and the actuality of being. Mortal belief must lose all satisfaction in error 

and sin in order to part with them. 
 
Whether mortals will learn this sooner or later, and how long they will suffer the pangs of 

destruction, depends upon the tenacity of error. 
 
6. 324 : 13-18 
 
Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the under-

standing that God is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer sin, 

sickness, and death, either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of Spirit, 

or life in God. 
 
7. 213 : 11-15 
 
Every step towards goodness is a departure from materiality, and is a tendency towards God, 

Spirit. Material theories partially paralyze this attraction towards infinite and eternal good by an 

opposite attraction towards the finite, temporary, and discordant. 
 
8. 428 : 32-10 
 
It is a sin to believe that aught can overpower omnipotent and eternal Life, and this Life must be 

brought to light by the understanding that there is no death, as well as by other graces of Spirit. 

We must begin, however, with the more simple demonstrations of control, and the sooner we 

begin the better. The final demonstration takes time for its accomplishment. When walking, we 

are guided by the eye. We look before our feet, and if we are wise, we look beyond a single step 

in the line of spiritual advancement. 
 
9. 289 : 14-20 
 
The fact that the Christ, or Truth, overcame and still overcomes death proves the "king of 

terrors" to be but a mortal belief, or error, which Truth destroys with the spiritual evidences of 

Life; and this shows that what appears to the senses to be death is but a mortal illusion, for to the 

real man and the real universe there is no death-process. 
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10. 46 : 20-24 
 

Jesus' unchanged physical condition after what seemed to be death was followed by his exal-

tation above all material conditions; and this exaltation explained his ascension, and revealed 

unmistakably a probationary and progressive state beyond the grave. 
 

11. 409 : 27-3 
 

We have no right to say that life depends on matter now, but will not depend on it after death. 

We cannot spend our days here in ignorance of the Science of Life, and expect to find beyond 

the grave a reward for this ignorance. Death will not make us harmonious and immortal as a 

recompense for ignorance. If here we give no heed to Christian Science, which is spiritual and 

eternal, we shall not be ready for spiritual Life hereafter. 
 

12. 568 : 30-5 
 

Self-abnegation, by which we lay down all for Truth, or Christ, in our warfare against error, is   

a rule in Christian Science. This rule clearly interprets God as divine Principle, — as Life, rep-

resented by the Father; as Truth, represented by the Son; as Love, represented by the Mother. 

Every mortal at some period, here or hereafter, must grapple with and overcome the mortal 

belief in a power opposed to God. 
 

13. 291 : 5-9, 12-18 
 

We know that all will be changed "in the twinkling of an eye," when the last trump shall sound; 

but this last call of wisdom cannot come till mortals have already yielded to each lesser call in 

the growth of Christian character. 
 

Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them. 

Heaven is not a locality, but a divine state of Mind in which all the manifestations of Mind are 

harmonious and immortal, because sin is not there and man is found having no righteousness of 

his own, but in possession of "the mind of the Lord," as the Scripture says. 
 

14. 254 : 16-23 
 

During the sensual ages, absolute Christian Science may not be achieved prior to the change 

called death, for we have not the power to demonstrate what we do not understand. But the 

human self must be evangelized. This task God demands us to accept lovingly to-day, and to 

abandon so fast as practical the material, and to work out the spiritual which determines the out-

ward and actual. 
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15. 428 : 3-14 

 

Life is real, and death is the illusion. A demonstration of the facts of Soul in Jesus' way resolves 

the dark visions of material sense into harmony and immortality. Man's privilege at this supreme 

moment is to prove the words of our Master: "If a man keep my saying, he shall never see 

death." To divest thought of false trusts and material evidences in order that the spiritual facts of 

being may appear, — this is the great attainment by means of which we shall sweep away the 

false and give place to the true. Thus we may establish in truth the temple, or body, "whose 

builder and maker is God." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


