SUNDAY NOVEMBER 12, 2023

SUBJECT—MORTALS AND IMMORTALS

GOLDEN TEXT: JUDE1:21

“Keep yourselves in the love of God,
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. ”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 23 : 1-6

1. The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

2. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

3. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

4. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou

art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and | will dwell in the
house of the LORD for ever.
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LESSON SERMON

The Bible
1. Psalm 100 : 3

8 Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we
are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

2. Romans 6 : 16-23

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which was delivered you.

18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

19 | speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have
yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now
yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.

20 For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.

21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those
things is death.

22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto
holiness, and the end everlasting life.

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

3. Matthew 25 : 31-46

81 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall
he sit upon the throne of his glory:

32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.
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Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

For | was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: | was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: | was a
stranger, and ye took me in:

Naked, and ye clothed me: | was sick, and ye visited me: | was in prison, and ye came
unto me.

Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and
fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?
Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever-
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

For | was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: | was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink:

| was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison,
and ye visited me not.

Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst,
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?

Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to
one of the least of these, ye did it not to me.

And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
| Timothy 6 : 9 (they)-19

...they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
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But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, patience, meekness.

Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and
hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.

| give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, and before Christ Jesus,
who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession;

That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of our
Lord Jesus Christ:

Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of
kings, and Lord of lords;

Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto;
whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncer-
tain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;

That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to com-
municate;

Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they
may lay hold on eternal life.

I Corinthians 15 : 50-54

Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither
doth corruption inherit incorruption.

Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed
up in victory.
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Science and Health

1. 76 : 20 (man is)-21

...man is immortal and lives by divine authority.
2. 244 > 23-32

Man in Science is neither young nor old. He has neither birth nor death. He is not a beast, a
vegetable, nor a migratory mind. He does not pass from matter to Mind, from the mortal to the
immortal, from evil to good, or from good to evil. Such admissions cast us headlong into
darkness and dogma. Even Shakespeare's poetry pictures age as infancy, as helplessness and
decadence, instead of assigning to man the everlasting grandeur and immortality of develop-
ment, power, and prestige.

3. 598 : 23-30

One moment of divine consciousness, or the spiritual understanding of Life and Love, is a fore-
taste of eternity. This exalted view, obtained and retained when the Science of being is under-
stood, would bridge over with life discerned spiritually the interval of death, and man would be
in the full consciousness of his immortality and eternal harmony, where sin, sickness, and death
are unknown.

4. 599:1-2
Eternity is God's measurement of Soul-filled years.
5. 260 : 7-12

The conceptions of mortal, erring thought must give way to the ideal of all that is perfect and
eternal. Through many generations human beliefs will be attaining diviner conceptions, and the
immortal and perfect model of God's creation will finally be seen as the only true conception of
being.

6. 475 :31-5

A mortal sinner is not God's man. Mortals are the counterfeits of immortals. They are the
children of the wicked one, or the one evil, which declares that man begins in dust or as a
material embryo. In divine Science, God and the real man are inseparable as divine Principle
and idea.
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7. 476 : 13-17, 23-32

Mortals are not fallen children of God. They never had a perfect state of being, which may sub-
sequently be regained. They were, from the beginning of mortal history, "conceived in sin and
brought forth in iniquity."

Remember that the Scriptures say of mortal man: "As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower
of the field, so he flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof
shall know it no more."

When speaking of God's children, not the children of men, Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is
within you;" that is, Truth and Love reign in the real man, showing that man in God's image is
unfallen and eternal.

8. 260 : 28-7
If we array thought in mortal vestures, it must lose its immortal nature.

If we look to the body for pleasure, we find pain; for Life, we find death; for Truth, we find
error; for Spirit, we find its opposite, matter. Now reverse this action. Look away from the body
into Truth and Love, the Principle of all happiness, harmony, and immortality. Hold thought
steadfastly to the enduring, the good, and the true, and you will bring these into your experience
proportionably to their occupancy of your thoughts.

9. 192 : 27-31

We walk in the footsteps of Truth and Love by following the example of our Master in the
understanding of divine metaphysics. Christianity is the basis of true healing. Whatever holds
human thought in line with unselfed love, receives directly the divine power.

10. 492:7-12

Being is holiness, harmony, immortality. It is already proved that a knowledge of this, even in
small degree, will uplift the physical and moral standard of mortals, will increase longevity, will
purify and elevate character. Thus progress will finally destroy all error, and bring immortality
to light.

11. 324 : 9 (the)-18, 27-9

...the body will reflect what governs it, whether it be Truth or error, understanding or belief,
Spirit or matter. Therefore "acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace." Be watchful,
sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the understanding that God
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is the only Life. It is a warfare with the flesh, in which we must conquer sin, sickness, and death,
either here or hereafter, — certainly before we can reach the goal of Spirit, or life in God.

Paul writes, "If Christ [Truth] be not risen, then is our preaching vain." That is, if the idea of the
supremacy of Spirit, which is the true conception of being, come not to your thought, you cannot
be benefited by what | say.

Jesus said substantially, "He that believeth in me shall not see death.” That is, he who perceives
the true idea of Life loses his belief in death. He who has the true idea of good loses all sense of
evil, and by reason of this is being ushered into the undying realities of Spirit. Such a one abid-
eth in Life, — life obtained not of the body incapable of supporting life, but of Truth, unfolding
its own immortal idea. Jesus gave the true idea of being, which results in infinite blessings to
mortals.

12. 428 :6-29

Man's privilege at this supreme moment is to prove the words of our Master: "If a man keep my
saying, he shall never see death." To divest thought of false trusts and material evidences in
order that the spiritual facts of being may appear, — this is the great attainment by means of
which we shall sweep away the false and give place to the true. Thus we may establish in truth
the temple, or body, "whose builder and maker is God."

We should consecrate existence, not "to the unknown God" whom we "ignorantly worship," but
to the eternal builder, the everlasting Father, to the Life which mortal sense cannot impair nor
mortal belief destroy. We must realize the ability of mental might to offset human misconcep-
tions and to replace them with the life which is spiritual, not material.

The great spiritual fact must be brought out that man is, not shall be, perfect and immortal. We
must hold forever the consciousness of existence, and sooner or later, through Christ and Chris-
tian Science, we must master sin and death. The evidence of man's immortality will become
more apparent, as material beliefs are given up and the immortal facts of being are admitted.

13. 248 :29-32

Let unselfishness, goodness, mercy, justice, health, holiness, love — the kingdom of heaven —
reign within us, and sin, disease, and death will diminish until they finally disappear.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 6

Take Notice

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)



