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SUNDAY MAY 14, 2023 

 
 

SUBJECT—MORTALS AND IMMORTALS 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  I TIMOTHY 1 : 17 

 

 
 

“Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God,  

be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 90 : 1, 2 

       Psalm 100 : 1, 3-5 

 

 

1. LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 

 

2. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the 

world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 

 

1. Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 

 

3. Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we 

are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

 

4. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto 

him, and bless his name. 

 

5. For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Romans 8 : 16, 17 (to 2nd ;) 
 
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 
 
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; 
 

2. I Kings 17 : 1-4, 5 (to :), 6, 8-13 (to ;), 14-17, 19, 20 (to 2nd ,),  

     21 (O Lord)-24 
 
1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the 

LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these 

years, but according to my word. 
 
2 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 
 
3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is 

before Jordan. 
 
4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to 

feed thee there. 
 
5 So he went and did according unto the word of the LORD: 
 
6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the 

evening; and he drank of the brook. 
 
8 And the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, 
 
9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have 

commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. 
 
10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the 

widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I 

pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink. 
 
11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a 

morsel of bread in thine hand. 
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12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a 

barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in 

and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die. 

 
13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not;  

 
14 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall 

the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth rain upon the earth. 

 
15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, 

did eat many days. 

 
16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word 

of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah. 

 
17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the 

house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him. 

 
19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried 

him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 

 
20 And he cried unto the LORD, and said,  

 
21 O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child’s soul come into him again. 

 
22 And the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, 

and he revived. 

 
23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and 

delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth. 

 
24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that 

the word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth. 

 

3. II Kings 2 : 1, 2, 4, 6-12 (to :) 

 
1 And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, 

that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 
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2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Beth-el. 

And Elisha said unto him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. 

So they went down to Beth-el. 
 
4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to 

Jericho. And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So 

they came to Jericho. 
 
6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. 

And he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they 

two went on. 
 
7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two 

stood by Jordan. 
 
8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were 

divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. 
 
9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I 

shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a 

double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 
 
10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken 

from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so. 
 
11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a 

chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a 

whirlwind into heaven. 
 
12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the 

horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: 
 

4. I John 3 : 1-3  
 
1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 

the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 
 
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 

know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 
 
3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
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Science and Health 

 

1. 76 : 20 (man is)-21 

 

…man is immortal and lives by divine authority. 

 

2. 332 : 4 (Father)-8 

 

Father-Mother is the name for Deity, which indicates His tender relationship to His spiritual 

creation. As the apostle expressed it in words which he quoted with approbation from a classic 

poet: "For we are also His offspring." 

 

3. 63 : 5-11 

 

In Science man is the offspring of Spirit. The beautiful, good, and pure constitute his ancestry. 

His origin is not, like that of mortals, in brute instinct, nor does he pass through material condi-

tions prior to reaching intelligence. Spirit is his primitive and ultimate source of being; God is 

his Father, and Life is the law of his being. 

 

4. 270 : 14-15 (to ;), 22-30 

 

The prophets of old looked for something higher than the systems of their times; 

 

The pride of priesthood is the prince of this world. It has nothing in Christ. Meekness and char-

ity have divine authority. Mortals think wickedly; consequently they are wicked. They think 

sickly thoughts, and so become sick. If sin makes sinners, Truth and Love alone can unmake 

them. If a sense of disease produces suffering and a sense of ease antidotes suffering, disease is 

mental, not material. Hence the fact that the human mind alone suffers, is sick, and that the 

divine Mind alone heals. 

 

5. 258 : 9-15 

 

Man is more than a material form with a mind inside, which must escape from its environments 

in order to be immortal. Man reflects infinity, and this reflection is the true idea of God. 

 

God expresses in man the infinite idea forever developing itself, broadening and rising higher 

and higher from a boundless basis. 
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6. 70 : 12-2 (to 1st .) 

 

The divine Mind maintains all identities, from a blade of grass to a star, as distinct and eternal. 

The questions are: What are God's identities? What is Soul? Does life or soul exist in the thing 

formed? 

 

Nothing is real and eternal, — nothing is Spirit, — but God and His idea. 

 

7. 98 : 31-2 

 

The way through which immortality and life are learned is not ecclesiastical but Christian, not 

human but divine, not physical but metaphysical, not material but scientifically spiritual. 

 

8. 70 : 1-3 (to ,) 

 

Mortal existence is an enigma. Every day is a mystery. The testimony of the corporeal senses 

cannot inform us what is real and what is delusive, 

 

9. 252 : 15-8 

 

The false evidence of material sense contrasts strikingly with the testimony of Spirit. Material 

sense lifts its voice with the arrogance of reality and says: 

 

I am wholly dishonest, and no man knoweth it. I can cheat, lie, commit adultery, rob, murder, 

and I elude detection by smooth-tongued villainy. Animal in propensity, deceitful in sentiment, 

fraudulent in purpose, I mean to make my short span of life one gala day. What a nice thing is 

sin! How sin succeeds, where the good purpose waits! The world is my kingdom. I am en-

throned in the gorgeousness of matter. But a touch, an accident, the law of God, may at any 

moment annihilate my peace, for all my fancied joys are fatal. Like bursting lava, I expand but 

to my own despair, and shine with the resplendency of consuming fire. 

 

Spirit, bearing opposite testimony, saith: 

 

I am Spirit. Man, whose senses are spiritual, is my likeness. He reflects the infinite understand-

ing, for I am Infinity. The beauty of holiness, the perfection of being, imperishable glory, — all 

are Mine, for I am God. I give immortality to man, for I am Truth. I include and impart all bliss, 

for I am Love. I give life, without beginning and without end, for I am Life. I am supreme and 

give all, for I am Mind. I am the substance of all, because I AM THAT I AM. 
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10. 487 : 27-6 

 

The understanding that Life is God, Spirit, lengthens our days by strengthening our trust in the 

deathless reality of Life, its almightiness and immortality. 

 

This faith relies upon an understood Principle. This Principle makes whole the diseased, and 

brings out the enduring and harmonious phases of things. The result of our teachings is their 

sufficient confirmation. When, on the strength of these instructions, you are able to banish a 

severe malady, the cure shows that you understand this teaching, and therefore you receive the 

blessing of Truth. 

 

11. 55 : 15-26 

 

Truth's immortal idea is sweeping down the centuries, gathering beneath its wings the sick and 

sinning. My weary hope tries to realize that happy day, when man shall recognize the Science of 

Christ and love his neighbor as himself, — when he shall realize God's omnipotence and the 

healing power of the divine Love in what it has done and is doing for mankind. The promises 

will be fulfilled. The time for the reappearing of the divine healing is throughout all time; and 

whosoever layeth his earthly all on the altar of divine Science, drinketh of Christ's cup now, and 

is endued with the spirit and power of Christian healing. 

 

12. 468 : 8-15 

 

Question. — What is the scientific statement of being? 

Answer. — There is no life, truth, intelligence, nor substance in matter. All is infinite Mind and 

its infinite manifestation, for God is All-in-all. Spirit is immortal Truth; matter is mortal error. 

Spirit is the real and eternal; matter is the unreal and temporal. Spirit is God, and man is His 

image and likeness. Therefore man is not material; he is spiritual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


