SUNDAY JULY 30, 2023

SUBJECT—LOVE

GOLDEN TEXT: JEREMIAH 31 :3

“The LoRrD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, | have loved thee with
an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have | drawn thee.”

RESPONSIVE READING: 1John4:7,8,10, 11
Deuteronomy 7 : 9, 13

7. Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of
God, and knoweth God.

8. He that loveth not knoweth not God: for God is love.

10.  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us.

11.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

9. Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth
covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand

generations.

13.  And he will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee.
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John 3: 16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Matthew 4 : 23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel
of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the
people.

Luke 17 : 12-19

And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which
stood afar off:

And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it
came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.

And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice
glorified God,

And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.
And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?
There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.

And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.

John 8 : 58 (to 1st,)

Jesus said unto them,
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S. Matthew 5 : 43-48

43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine
enemy.

44 But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that
hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the
same?

47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the
publicans so?

48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
6. Luke 7 : 36-50

36 And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat.

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at
meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,

38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did
wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the
ointment.

39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying,
This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this
is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, | have somewhat to say unto thee. And he
saith, Master, say on.

4 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence,
and the other fifty.
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42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore,
which of them will love him most?

43 Simon answered and said, | suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto
him, Thou hast rightly judged.

44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? | entered into
thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears,
and wiped them with the hairs of her head.

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time | came in hath not ceased to kiss
my feet.

46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with
ointment.

ol Wherefore | say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much:
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.

48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.

49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, Who is this that
forgiveth sins also?

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace.

7. John 10 : 7 (to 1st,) 11, 14, 15, 17, 18, 27-30

! Then said Jesus unto them again,
1 | am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
14 | am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.

15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know | the Father: and | lay down my life for the
sheep.

1 Therefore doth my Father love me, because | lay down my life, that | might take it again.

18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. | have power to lay it down, and |
have power to take it again. This commandment have | received of my Father.
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27 My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me:

28 And | give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand.

29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of my Father’s hand.

30 | and my Father are one.

8. John 15:9, 12

9 As the Father hath loved me, so have | loved you: continue ye in my love.
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved you.
9. John 16 : 27

21 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that |
came out from God.

10. Ephesians 6 : 24 (to 1st.)

24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.

Science and Health

1. 6:17-18

"God is Love." More than this we cannot ask, higher we cannot look, farther we cannot go.
2. 30:14-18

Rabbi and priest taught the Mosaic law, which said: "An eye for an eye," and "Whoso sheddeth
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” Not so did Jesus, the new executor for God,
present the divine law of Love, which blesses even those that curse it.
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3. 94 : 20-23

Of the ten lepers whom Jesus healed, but one returned to give God thanks, — that is, to
acknowledge the divine Principle which had healed him.

4. 31:12-13
First in the list of Christian duties, he taught his followers the healing power of Truth and Love.
5. 362 :1-7

It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke's Gospel that Jesus was once the honored guest of a
certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike Simon the disciple. While they
were at meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if to interrupt the scene of Oriental festivity. A
"strange woman" came in.

6.  363:1(tojar), 3-23, 26-10

She bore an alabaster jar ... Breaking the sealed jar, she perfumed Jesus' feet with the oil,
wiping them with her long hair, which hung loosely about her shoulders, as was customary with
women of her grade.

Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her compassionately.
Nor was this all. Knowing what those around him were saying in their hearts, especially his
host, — that they were wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted guest did not at once detect
the woman's immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing this, Jesus rebuked them with a
short story or parable. He described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a smaller, who
were released from their obligations by their common creditor. "Which of them will love him
most?" was the Master's question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, "He to whom he
forgave most." Jesus approved the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it
with that remarkable declaration to the woman, "Thy sins are forgiven."

She bathed his feet with her tears before she anointed them with the oil. In the absence of other
proofs, was her grief sufficient evidence to warrant the expectation of her repentance, reform-
ation, and growth in wisdom? Certainly there was encouragement in the mere fact that she was
showing her affection for a man of undoubted goodness and purity, who has since been right-
fully regarded as the best man that ever trod this planet. Her reverence was unfeigned, and it
was manifested towards one who was soon, though they knew it not, to lay down his mortal
existence in behalf of all sinners, that through his word and works they might be redeemed from
sensuality and sin.
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Which was the higher tribute to such ineffable affection, the hospitality of the Pharisee or the
contrition of the Magdalen?

7. 367 : 10-16

This is what is meant by seeking Truth, Christ, not "for the loaves and fishes," nor, like the
Pharisee, with the arrogance of rank and display of scholarship, but like Mary Magdalene, from
the summit of devout consecration, with the oil of gladness and the perfume of gratitude, with
tears of repentance and with those hairs all numbered by the Father.

8. 241 : 19-22

The substance of all devotion is the reflection and demonstration of divine Love, healing
sickness and destroying sin. Our Master said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments."

9. 94:1-4

Jesus taught but one God, one Spirit, who makes man in the image and likeness of Himself, —
of Spirit, not of matter. Man reflects infinite Truth, Life, and Love.

10. 19:6-11

Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle
of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and
death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love.

11. 340:23-29

One infinite God, good, unifies men and nations; constitutes the brotherhood of man; ends wars;
fulfils the Scripture, "Love thy neighbor as thyself;" annihilates pagan and Christian idolatry,
whatever is wrong in social, civil, criminal, political, and religious codes; equalizes the sexes;
annuls the curse on man, and leaves nothing that can sin, suffer, be punished or destroyed.

12. 577 :32-18

In the following Psalm one word shows, though faintly, the light which Christian Science
throws on the Scriptures by substituting for the corporeal sense, the incorporeal or spiritual
sense of Deity: —
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PSALM XXIII

[DIVINE LOVE] is my shepherd; I shall not want.

[LOVE] maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
[LOVE] leadeth me beside the still waters.

[LOVE] restoreth my soul [spiritual sense]: [LOVE] lead-
eth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil: for [LOVE] is with me; [LOVE’S]
rod and [LOVE’S] staff they comfort me.

[LOVE] prepareth a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies: [LOVE] anointeth my head with oil; my cup
runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life; and I will dwell in the house [the consciousness] of
[LOVE] for ever.

13. 113:5-6

The vital part, the heart and soul of Christian Science, is Love.
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THE DAILY DUTIES
by Mary Baker Eddy

Daily Prayer

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom
come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me
all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them!

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 4

A Rule for Motives and Acts

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the
members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian
Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness,
charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be
delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or
being influenced erroneously.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 1

Alertness to Duty

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against
aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his
Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned.

Church Manual, Article V111, Sect. 6

Take Notice

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”
(S&H, p. 442)



