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SUNDAY DECEMBER 31, 2023 

 
 

SUBJECT—CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  JOHN 8 : 32 

 

 
 

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Isaiah 40 : 1, 4, 5  

       Jeremiah 31 : 10-12 

 

 

1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

 

4. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 

crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 

 

5. And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the 

mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

 

10. Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He 

that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock. 

 

11. For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was 

stronger than he. 

 

12. Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the 

goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock 

and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any 

more at all. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Isaiah 61 : 1 
 
1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach 

good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 
 

2. John 4 : 6 (Jesus)-29 
 
6 Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was about the 

sixth hour. 
 
7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink. 
 
8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 
 
9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink 

of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the 

Samaritans. 
 
10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith 

to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given 

thee living water. 
 
11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: 

from whence then hast thou that living water? 
 
12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, 

and his children, and his cattle? 
 
13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: 
 
14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water 

that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
 
15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to 

draw. 
 
16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 
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17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well 

said, I have no husband: 

 
18 For thou hast had five husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that 

saidst thou truly. 

 
19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 

 
20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where 

men ought to worship. 

 
21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this 

mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

 
22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 

 
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in 

spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 

 
24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

 
25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he 

is come, he will tell us all things. 

 
26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 

 
27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the woman: yet no 

man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with her? 

 
28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men, 

 
29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 

 

3. Luke 13 : 10-13 

 
10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 

 
11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was 

bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself. 
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12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed 

from thine infirmity. 
 
13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 
 

4. John 8 : 28-32, 36 
 
28 Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know 

that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak 

these things. 
 
29 And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those 

things that please him. 
 
30 As he spake these words, many believed on him. 
 
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are 

ye my disciples indeed; 
 
32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
 
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
 

5. John 14 : 14-17, 26, 27 
 
14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 
 
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
 
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 

with you for ever; 
 
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 

knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 
 
26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he 

shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have 

said unto you. 
 
27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 

you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
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6. Galatians 5 : 1, 13  
 
1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not en-

tangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
 
13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the 

flesh, but by love serve one another. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 98 : 15-21 
 

Beyond the frail premises of human beliefs, above the loosening grasp of creeds, the demonstra-

tion of Christian Mind-healing stands a revealed and practical Science. It is imperious through-

out all ages as Christ's revelation of Truth, of Life, and of Love, which remains inviolate for 

every man to understand and to practise. 
 

2. 85 : 12-14 
 

The Samaritan woman said: "Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not 

this the Christ?" 
 

3. 316 : 7-12 
 

Christ, Truth, was demonstrated through Jesus to prove the power of Spirit over the flesh, — to 

show that Truth is made manifest by its effects upon the human mind and body, healing sickness 

and destroying sin. 
 

Jesus represented Christ, the true idea of God. 
 

4. 223 : 2-6 
 

Paul said, "Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh." Sooner or later we 

shall learn that the fetters of man's finite capacity are forged by the illusion that he lives in body 

instead of in Soul, in matter instead of in Spirit. 
 

5. 242 : 6-8 
 

Denial of the claims of matter is a great step towards the joys of Spirit, towards human freedom 

and the final triumph over the body. 
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6. 214 : 28-30, 32-3 

 

Neither age nor accident can interfere with the senses of Soul, and there are no other real senses. 

… Spirit's senses are without pain, and they are forever at peace. Nothing can hide from them 

the harmony of all things and the might and permanence of Truth. 

 

7. 225 : 29 – 19 (pg. 227) 

 

Men and women of all climes and races are still in bondage to material sense, ignorant how to 

obtain their freedom. The rights of man were vindicated in a single section and on the lowest 

plane of human life, when African slavery was abolished in our land. That was only prophetic  

of further steps towards the banishment of a world-wide slavery, found on higher planes of exis-

tence and under more subtle and depraving forms. 

 

The voice of God in behalf of the African slave was still echoing in our land, when the voice of 

the herald of this new crusade sounded the keynote of universal freedom, asking a fuller ac-

knowledgment of the rights of man as a Son of God, demanding that the fetters of sin, sickness, 

and death be stricken from the human mind and that its freedom be won, not through human 

warfare, not with bayonet and blood, but through Christ's divine Science. 

 

God has built a higher platform of human rights, and He has built it on diviner claims. These 

claims are not made through code or creed, but in demonstration of "on earth peace, good-will 

toward men." Human codes, scholastic theology, material medicine and hygiene, fetter faith and 

spiritual understanding. Divine Science rends asunder these fetters, and man's birthright of sole 

allegiance to his Maker asserts itself. 

 

I saw before me the sick, wearing out years of servitude to an unreal master in the belief that the 

body governed them, rather than Mind. 

 

The lame, the deaf, the dumb, the blind, the sick, the sensual, the sinner, I wished to save from 

the slavery of their own beliefs and from the educational systems of the Pharaohs, who to-day, 

as of yore, hold the children of Israel in bondage. I saw before me the awful conflict, the Red 

Sea and the wilderness; but I pressed on through faith in God, trusting Truth, the strong deliv-

erer, to guide me into the land of Christian Science, where fetters fall and the rights of man are 

fully known and acknowledged. 

 

I saw that the law of mortal belief included all error, and that, even as oppressive laws are dis-

puted and mortals are taught their right to freedom, so the claims of the enslaving senses must  

be denied and superseded. The law of the divine Mind must end human bondage, or mortals  
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will continue unaware of man's inalienable rights and in subjection to hopeless slavery, because 

some public teachers permit an ignorance of divine power, — an ignorance that is the founda-

tion of continued bondage and of human suffering. 

 

Discerning the rights of man, we cannot fail to foresee the doom of all oppression. Slavery is not 

the legitimate state of man. God made man free. Paul said, "I was free born." All men should be 

free. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." 

 

8. 227 : 21-2 

 

Christian Science raises the standard of liberty and cries: "Follow me! Escape from the bondage 

of sickness, sin, and death!" Jesus marked out the way. Citizens of the world, accept the "glori-

ous liberty of the children of God," and be free! This is your divine right. The illusion of ma-

terial sense, not divine law, has bound you, entangled your free limbs, crippled your capacities, 

enfeebled your body, and defaced the tablet of your being. 

 

If God had instituted material laws to govern man, disobedience to which would have made man 

ill, Jesus would not have disregarded those laws by healing in direct opposition to them and in 

defiance of all material conditions. 

 

9. 127 : 16-19, 23-29 

 

Christian Science reveals God, not as the author of sin, sickness, and death, but as divine Prin-

ciple, Supreme Being, Mind, exempt from all evil. 

 

There is no physical science, inasmuch as all truth proceeds from the divine Mind. Therefore 

truth is not human, and is not a law of matter, for matter is not a lawgiver. Science is an em-

anation of divine Mind, and is alone able to interpret God aright. It has a spiritual, and not a 

material origin. It is a divine utterance, — the Comforter which leadeth into all truth. 

 

10. 55 : 27-29 

 

In the words of St. John: "He shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you 

forever." This Comforter I understand to be Divine Science. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


