
Plainfield Christian Science Church
Independent

Full-Text Lesson Sermon

April 2023

Plainfield, New Jersey, USA





Plainfield Christian Science Church
Independent

905 Prospect Avenue
P.O. Box 5619 

Plainfield, NJ 07061-5619

(908) 756-4669

www.plainfieldcs.com  

Saturday Adult Bible Study – 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Roundtable – 10:00 a.m.

Sunday Service – 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School – 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Meeting – 8:15 p.m.

This church is not affiliated with

The First Church of Christ, Scientist in Boston, Massachusetts

Copyright, 2023
Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent

All rights reserved

http://www.plainfieldcs.com/




TABLE OF CONTENTS

UNREALITY.................................................................................................................. APRIL 2, 2023

ARE SIN, DISEASE, AND DEATH REAL? ...............................................…...... APRIL 9, 2023

DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT ................................................................................ APRIL 16, 2023

PROBATION AFTER DEATH ................................................................................ APRIL 23, 2023

EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT .............................................................................. APRIL 30, 2023

The Lesson is to be studied daily during the week
prior to the Sunday date.



 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

 

 

 
SUNDAY APRIL 2, 2023 

 
 

SUBJECT—UNREALITY 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  GENESIS 1 : 31 

 

 
 

“And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Ephesians 5 : 14-21 

 

 

14. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall 

give thee light. 

 

15. See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 

 

16. Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 

 

17. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. 

 

18. And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 

 

19. Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 

melody in your heart to the Lord; 

 

20. Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ; 

 

21. Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Psalm 23 : 1-6 
 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
 
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
 
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou 

art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
 
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 

head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 

house of the LORD for ever. 
 

2. James 1 : 16 
 
16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 
 

3. Ecclesiastes 3 : 14 
 
14 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any 

thing taken from it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him. 
 

4. II Kings 4 : 1-7 
 
1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, 

saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the 

LORD: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen. 
 
2 And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? 

And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil. 
 
3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; 

borrow not a few. 
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4 And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and 

shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full. 
 
5 So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the 

vessels to her; and she poured out. 
 
6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a 

vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed. 
 
7 Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, 

and live thou and thy children of the rest. 
 

5. Matthew 4 : 23 
 
23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel 

of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the 

people. 
 

6. Mark 5 : 25-34 
 
25 And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, 
 
26 And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and 

was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, 
 
27 When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment. 
 
28 For she said, If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. 
 
29 And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she 

was healed of that plague. 
 
30 And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out of him, turned him 

about in the press, and said, Who touched my clothes? 
 
31 And his disciples said unto him, Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, 

Who touched me? 
 
32 And he looked round about to see her that had done this thing. 
 
33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell 

down before him, and told him all the truth. 
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34 And he said unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be 

whole of thy plague. 
 

7. Luke 7 : 11-16 
 
11 And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his 

disciples went with him, and much people. 
 
12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, 

the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with 

her. 
 
13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. 
 
14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young 

man, I say unto thee, Arise. 
 
15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. 
 
16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen 

up among us; and, That God hath visited his people. 
 

8. John 17 : 3 
 
3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 

whom thou hast sent. 
 

9. Psalm 119 : 12-18 
 
12 Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes. 
 
13 With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth. 
 
14 I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches. 
 
15 I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. 
 
16 I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word. 
 
17 Deal bountifully with thy servant, that I may live, and keep thy word. 
 
18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law. 
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10. Psalm 103 : 1-4, 12, 22  
 
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: 
 
3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
 
4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and 

tender mercies; 
 
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 
 
22 Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 472 : 24 (All)-26 
 

All reality is in God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is good, 

and He makes all that is made. 
 

2. 207 : 9-14 
 

We must learn that evil is the awful deception and unreality of existence. Evil is not supreme; 

good is not helpless; nor are the so-called laws of matter primary, and the law of Spirit secon-

dary. Without this lesson, we lose sight of the perfect Father, or the divine Principle of man. 
 

3. 554 : 8 (Error)-22 
 

Error is always error. It is no thing. Any statement of life, following from a misconception of 

life, is erroneous, because it is destitute of any knowledge of the so-called selfhood of life, des-

titute of any knowledge of its origin or existence. The mortal is unconscious of his foetal and 

infantile existence; but as he grows up into another false claim, that of self-conscious matter, he 

learns to say, "I am somebody; but who made me?" Error replies, "God made you." The first 

effort of error has been and is to impute to God the creation of whatever is sinful and mortal; but 

infinite Mind sets at naught such a mistaken belief. 
 

Jesus defined this opposite of God and His creation better than we can, when he said, "He is a 

liar, and the father of it." 
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4. 596 : 20 (Valley)-27 
 

VALLEY.  Depression; meekness; darkness. 
 

"Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil." (Psalm xxiii. 4.) 
 

Though the way is dark in mortal sense, divine Life and Love illumine it, destroy the unrest of 

mortal thought, the fear of death, and the supposed reality of error. Christian Science, contra-

dicting sense, maketh the valley to bud and blossom as the rose. 
 

5. 495 : 8 (classify)-16 
 

…classify sickness and error as our Master did, when he spoke of the sick, "whom Satan hath 

bound," and find a sovereign antidote for error in the life-giving power of Truth acting on hu-

man belief, a power which opens the prison doors to such as are bound, and sets the captive free 

physically and morally. 
 

When the illusion of sickness or sin tempts you, cling steadfastly to God and His idea. Allow 

nothing but His likeness to abide in your thought. 
 

6. 273 : 1-20 
 

Matter and its claims of sin, sickness, and death are contrary to God, and cannot emanate from 

Him. There is no material truth. The physical senses can take no cognizance of God and spirit-

ual Truth. Human belief has sought out many inventions, but not one of them can solve the 

problem of being without the divine Principle of divine Science. Deductions from material hy-

potheses are not scientific. They differ from real Science because they are not based on the 

divine law. 
 

Divine Science reverses the false testimony of the material senses, and thus tears away the foun-

dations of error. Hence the enmity between Science and the senses, and the impossibility of 

attaining perfect understanding till the errors of sense are eliminated. 
 

The so-called laws of matter and of medical science have never made mortals whole, harmo-

nious, and immortal. Man is harmonious when governed by Soul. Hence the importance of 

understanding the truth of being, which reveals the laws of spiritual existence. 
 

7. 393 : 29-4 
 

Man is never sick, for Mind is not sick and matter cannot be. A false belief is both the tempter 

and the tempted, the sin and the sinner, the disease and its cause. It is well to be calm in sick-

ness; to be hopeful is still better; but to understand that sickness is not real and that Truth can 
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destroy its seeming reality, is best of all, for this understanding is the universal and perfect 

remedy. 
 

8. 231 : 3-11 
 

Unless an ill is rightly met and fairly overcome by Truth, the ill is never conquered. If God de-

stroys not sin, sickness, and death, they are not destroyed in the mind of mortals, but seem to 

this so-called mind to be immortal. What God cannot do, man need not attempt. If God heals not 

the sick, they are not healed, for no lesser power equals the infinite All-power; but God, Truth, 

Life, Love, does heal the sick through the prayer of the righteous. 
 

9. 318 : 5-13 
 

Corporeal senses define diseases as realities; but the Scriptures declare that God made all, even 

while the corporeal senses are saying that matter causes disease and the divine Mind cannot or 

will not heal it. The material senses originate and support all that is material, untrue, selfish, or 

debased. They would put soul into soil, life into limbo, and doom all things to decay. We must 

silence this lie of material sense with the truth of spiritual sense. 
 

10. 377 : 26-6 
 

The cause of all so-called disease is mental, a mortal fear, a mistaken belief or conviction of the 

necessity and power of ill-health; also a fear that Mind is helpless to defend the life of man and 

incompetent to control it. Without this ignorant human belief, any circumstance is of itself 

powerless to produce suffering. It is latent belief in disease, as well as the fear of disease, which 

associates sickness with certain circumstances and causes the two to appear conjoined, even as 

poetry and music are reproduced in union by human memory. Disease has no intelligence. Un-

wittingly you sentence yourself to suffer. The understanding of this will enable you to commute 

this self-sentence, and meet every circumstance with truth. 
 

11. 417 : 21-24 
 

Disease should not appear real to the physician, since it is demonstrable that the way to cure the 

patient is to make disease unreal to him. 
 

12. 353 : 19-24 
 

We must give up the spectral at all points. We must not continue to admit the somethingness of 

superstition, but we must yield up all belief in it and be wise. When we learn that error is not 

real, we shall be ready for progress, "forgetting those things which are behind." 
 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY APRIL 9, 2023 

 
 

SUBJECT—ARE SIN, DISEASE, AND DEATH REAL? 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  ISAIAH 26 : 4 

 

 
 

“Trust ye in the LORD for ever: 

 for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 30 : 1-3 

                Psalm 91 : 2, 9-12 

 

 

1. I will extol thee, O LORD; for thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice 

over me. 

 

2. O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me. 

 

3. O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive, that I 

should not go down to the pit. 

 

2. I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 

 

9. Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy 

habitation; 

 

10. There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

 

11. For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

 

12. They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Psalm 103 : 2-6, 10-13 
 
2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:  
 
3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; 
 
4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and 

tender mercies; 
 
5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 
6 The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 
 
10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
 
11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 
 
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 
 
13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 
 

2. Mark 1 : 1, 4, 9-11 
 
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 
 
4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the 

remission of sins.  
 
9 And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 

baptized of John in Jordan. 
 
10 And straightway coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit 

like a dove descending upon him: 
 
11 And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well pleased. 
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3. Matthew 9 : 1-8 

 
1 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city. 

 
2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus 

seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be 

forgiven thee. 

 
3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. 

 
4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? 

 
5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? 

 
6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith 

he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 

 
7 And he arose, and departed to his house. 

 
8 But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such 

power unto men. 

 

4. Matthew 8 : 14-16 

 
14 And when Jesus was come into Peter’s house, he saw his wife’s mother laid, and sick of a 

fever. 

 
15 And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: and she arose, and ministered unto them. 

 
16 When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: 

and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that were sick: 

 

5. Matthew 27 : 1, 11-14, 24, 25, 33, 35 (they crucified) (to 1st ,) 

 
1 When the morning was come, all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel 

against Jesus to put him to death: 

 
11 And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the 

King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. 
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12 And when he was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 
 
13 Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? 
 
14 And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly. 
 
24 When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took 

water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of 

this just person: see ye to it. 
 
25 Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children. 
 
33 And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 
 
35 …they crucified him. 
 

6. Mark 16 : 1, 4-6, 9, 14, 15, 17-20  
 
1 And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him. 
 
4 And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great. 
 
5 And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in 

a long white garment; and they were affrighted. 
 
6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was 

crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him. 
 
9 Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils. 
 
14 Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided them with their 

unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which had seen him after 

he was risen. 
 
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
 
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; 

they shall speak with new tongues; 
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18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; 

they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover. 
 
19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on 

the right hand of God. 
 
20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and 

confirming the word with signs following. Amen. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 136 : 1-8, 29-7 
 

Jesus established his church and maintained his mission on a spiritual foundation of Christ-

healing. He taught his followers that his religion had a divine Principle, which would cast out 

error and heal both the sick and the sinning. He claimed no intelligence, action, nor life separate 

from God. Despite the persecution this brought upon him, he used his divine power to save men 

both bodily and spiritually. 
 

The disciples apprehended their Master better than did others; but they did not comprehend all 

that he said and did, or they would not have questioned him so often. Jesus patiently persisted in 

teaching and demonstrating the truth of being. His students saw this power of Truth heal the 

sick, cast out evil, raise the dead; but the ultimate of this wonderful work was not spiritually 

discerned, even by them, until after the crucifixion, when their immaculate Teacher stood before 

them, the victor over sickness, sin, disease, death, and the grave. 
 

2. 289 : 14-20 
 

The fact that the Christ, or Truth, overcame and still overcomes death proves the "king of 

terrors" to be but a mortal belief, or error, which Truth destroys with the spiritual evidences of 

Life; and this shows that what appears to the senses to be death is but a mortal illusion, for to the 

real man and the real universe there is no death-process. 
 

3. 473 : 18-25 
 

In an age of ecclesiastical despotism, Jesus introduced the teaching and practice of Christianity, 

affording the proof of Christianity's truth and love; but to reach his example and to test its 

unerring Science according to his rule, healing sickness, sin, and death, a better understanding of 

God as divine Principle, Love, rather than personality or the man Jesus, is required. 
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4. 475 : 7-13, 28 (Man)-1 
 

The Scriptures inform us that man is made in the image and likeness of God. Matter is not that 

likeness. The likeness of Spirit cannot be so unlike Spirit. Man is spiritual and perfect; and 

because he is spiritual and perfect, he must be so understood in Christian Science. 
 

Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death. The real man cannot depart from holiness, nor can 

God, by whom man is evolved, engender the capacity or freedom to sin. A mortal sinner is not 

God's man. 
 

5. 476 : 4-5, 9-11, 32-5 
 

In divine Science, God and the real man are inseparable as divine Principle and idea. 
 

God is the Principle of man, and man is the idea of God. Hence man is not mortal nor material. 
 

Jesus beheld in Science the perfect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal man 

appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour saw God's own likeness, and this correct 

view of man healed the sick. Thus Jesus taught that the kingdom of God is intact, universal, and 

that man is pure and holy. 
 

6. 472 : 24 (All)-6 
 

All reality is in God and His creation, harmonious and eternal. That which He creates is good, 

and He makes all that is made. Therefore the only reality of sin, sickness, or death is the awful 

fact that unrealities seem real to human, erring belief, until God strips off their disguise. They 

are not true, because they are not of God. We learn in Christian Science that all inharmony of 

mortal mind or body is illusion, possessing neither reality nor identity though seeming to be real 

and identical. 
 

The Science of Mind disposes of all evil. Truth, God, is not the father of error. Sin, sickness, and 

death are to be classified as effects of error. 
 

7. 493 : 17-24 
 

Mind must be found superior to all the beliefs of the five corporeal senses, and able to destroy 

all ills. Sickness is a belief, which must be annihilated by the divine Mind. Disease is an 

experience of so-called mortal mind. It is fear made manifest on the body. Christian Science 

takes away this physical sense of discord, just as it removes any other sense of moral or mental 

inharmony. 
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8. 120 : 15-24 

 

Health is not a condition of matter, but of Mind; nor can the material senses bear reliable 

testimony on the subject of health. The Science of Mind-healing shows it to be impossible for 

aught but Mind to testify truly or to exhibit the real status of man. Therefore the divine Principle 

of Science, reversing the testimony of the physical senses, reveals man as harmoniously existent 

in Truth, which is the only basis of health; and thus Science denies all disease, heals the sick, 

overthrows false evidence, and refutes materialistic logic. 

 

9. 494 : 5-14 

 

Is it not a species of infidelity to believe that so great a work as the Messiah's was done for 

himself or for God, who needed no help from Jesus' example to preserve the eternal harmony? 

But mortals did need this help, and Jesus pointed the way for them. Divine Love always has met 

and always will meet every human need. It is not well to imagine that Jesus demonstrated the 

divine power to heal only for a select number or for a limited period of time, since to all 

mankind and in every hour, divine Love supplies all good. 

 

10. 367 : 17-23 

 

A Christian Scientist occupies the place at this period of which Jesus spoke to his disciples, 

when he said: "Ye are the salt of the earth." "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on 

an hill cannot be hid." Let us watch, work, and pray that this salt lose not its saltness, and that 

this light be not hid, but radiate and glow into noontide glory. 

 

11. 368 : 14-19 

 

When we come to have more faith in the truth of being than we have in error, more faith in 

Spirit than in matter, more faith in living than in dying, more faith in God than in man, then no 

material suppositions can prevent us from healing the sick and destroying error. 

 

12. 253 : 9-17 

 

I hope, dear reader, I am leading you into the understanding of your divine rights, your heaven-

bestowed harmony, — that, as you read, you see there is no cause (outside of erring, mortal, 

material sense which is not power) able to make you sick or sinful; and I hope that you are 

conquering this false sense. Knowing the falsity of so-called material sense, you can assert your 

prerogative to overcome the belief in sin, disease, or death. 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY APRIL 16, 2023 

 
 

SUBJECT—DOCTRINE OF ATONEMENT 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  MATTHEW 9 : 13 

 

 
 

“I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come  

to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” — Christ Jesus 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Luke 18 : 9-14  

                Luke 5 : 24  

                Luke 15 : 10 

 

9. And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous, and despised others: 
 

10. Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.  
 

11. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other 

men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 
 

12. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.  
 

13. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, 

but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. 
 

14. I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one 

that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 
 

24. The Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins. 
 

10. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 

that repenteth. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Isaiah 55 : 7 
 
7 Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return 

unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 

pardon. 
 

2. Psalm 51 : 10, 13, 16, 17, 19 (to ,) 
 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 
 
16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 
 
17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 

not despise. 
 
19 Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, 
 

3. Proverbs 3 : 1, 3, 11 (despise), 12 
 
1 My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: 
 
3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table 

of thine heart: 
 
11 …despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 
 
12 For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 
 

4. I John 2 : 1 (And)-3 
 
1 And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
 
2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 

whole world. 
 
3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
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5. Matthew 22 : 37 (to said), 37 (Thou)-40 
 
37 Jesus said … Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy mind. 
 
38 This is the first and great commandment. 
 
39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
 
40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
 
6. Matthew 23 : 13, 23 (ye pay), 28, 37 (thou), 39 
 
13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of 

heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are 

entering to go in. 
 
23 …ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of 

the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 

other undone. 
 
28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy 

and iniquity. 
 
37 …thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 

would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 

her wings, and ye would not! 
 
39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that 

cometh in the name of the Lord. 
 
7. Luke 7 : 37-40 (to 1st .), 44 (Seest)-48 
 
37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 

meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 
 
38 And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did 

wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the 

ointment. 
 
39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, 

This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this 

is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner. 
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40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. 
 
44 Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: 

but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 
 
45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss 

my feet. 
 
46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with 

ointment. 
 
47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: 

but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 
 
48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 
 

8. Titus 2 : 11-14 
 
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
 
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
 
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 

Saviour Jesus Christ; 
 
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
 

9. I John 1 : 5-9 
 
5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 

light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
 
6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 

truth: 
 
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and 

the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 
 
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
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9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 
 

10. James 4 : 7 (to 1st .), 8, 10 
 
7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
 
8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and 

purify your hearts, ye double minded. 
 
10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 
 

11. Matthew 5 : 8 
 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 
 
 

Science and Health 
 

1. 18 : 1-5 
 

Atonement is the exemplification of man's unity with God, whereby man reflects divine Truth, 

Life, and Love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man's oneness with the Father, and 

for this we owe him endless homage. 
 

2. 19 : 6-11, 17-24 
 

Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle 

of Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and 

death by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love. 
 

Every pang of repentance and suffering, every effort for reform, every good thought and deed, 

will help us to understand Jesus' atonement for sin and aid its efficacy; but if the sinner con-

tinues to pray and repent, sin and be sorry, he has little part in the atonement, — in the at-one-

ment with God, — for he lacks the practical repentance, which reforms the heart and enables 

man to do the will of wisdom. 
 

3. 23 : 4-5 
 

The atonement requires constant self-immolation on the sinner's part. 
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4. 2 : 5 (the)-7 

 

…the desire which goes forth hungering after righteousness is blessed of our Father, and it does 

not return unto us void. 

 

5. 4 : 3-9, 12-16 

 

What we most need is the prayer of fervent desire for growth in grace, expressed in patience, 

meekness, love, and good deeds. To keep the commandments of our Master and follow his 

example, is our proper debt to him and the only worthy evidence of our gratitude for all that he 

has done. 

 

The habitual struggle to be always good is unceasing prayer. Its motives are made manifest in 

the blessings they bring, — blessings which, even if not acknowledged in audible words, attest 

our worthiness to be partakers of Love. 

 

6. 40 : 25-26 (to Master) 

 

Our heavenly Father, divine Love, demands that all men should follow the example of our 

Master … . 

 

7. 597 : 5-11 (to 1st .) 

 

The great Nazarene, as meek as he was mighty, rebuked the hypocrisy, which offered long 

petitions for blessings upon material methods, but cloaked the crime, latent in thought, which 

was ready to spring into action and crucify God's anointed. The martyrdom of Jesus was the 

culminating sin of Pharisaism. 

 

8. 592 : 27-28 

 

PHARISEE.  Corporeal and sensuous belief; self-righteousness; vanity; hypocrisy. 

 

9. 362 : 1-7 

 

It is related in the seventh chapter of Luke's Gospel that Jesus was once the honored guest of a 

certain Pharisee, by name Simon, though he was quite unlike Simon the disciple. While they 

were at meat, an unusual incident occurred, as if to interrupt the scene of Oriental festivity. A 

"strange woman" came in. 
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10. 363 : 8-9 (to .), 21 (and)-26 
 

Did Jesus spurn the woman? Did he repel her adoration? No! He regarded her compassionately. 
 

…and so brought home the lesson to all, following it with that remarkable declaration to the 

woman, "Thy sins are forgiven." 
 

Why did he thus summarize her debt to divine Love? Had she repented and reformed, and did 

his insight detect this unspoken moral uprising? 
 

11. 364 : 8-12, 16-19, 25-28 
 

Which was the higher tribute to such ineffable affection, the hospitality of the Pharisee or the 

contrition of the Magdalen? This query Jesus answered by rebuking self-righteousness and 

declaring the absolution of the penitent. 
 

Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs of this age. Do 

Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material conservatism and 

for personal homage? 
 

On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine repentance, 

by their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human affection, as did this woman? 
 

12. 40 : 8-12 
 

Divine Science adjusts the balance as Jesus adjusted it. Science removes the penalty only by first 

removing the sin which incurs the penalty. This is my sense of divine pardon, which I under-

stand to mean God's method of destroying sin. 
 

13. 447 : 30 (A)-7 
 

A sinner is afraid to cast the first stone. He may say, as a subterfuge, that evil is unreal, but to 

know it, he must demonstrate his statement. To assume that there are no claims of evil and yet to 

indulge them, is a moral offence. Blindness and self-righteousness cling fast to iniquity. When 

the Publican's wail went out to the great heart of Love, it won his humble desire. Evil which 

obtains in the bodily senses, but which the heart condemns, has no foundation; but if evil is 

uncondemned, it is undenied and nurtured. 
 

14. 240 : 27-4 
 

In trying to undo the errors of sense one must pay fully and fairly the utmost farthing, until all 

error is finally brought into subjection to Truth. The divine method of paying sin's wages 
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involves unwinding one's snarls, and learning from experience how to divide between sense 

and Soul. 

 

"Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth." He, who knows God's will or the demands of divine 

Science and obeys them, incurs the hostility of envy; and he who refuses obedience to God, is 

chastened by Love. 

 

15. 323 : 6-9 

 

Through the wholesome chastisements of Love, we are helped onward in the march towards 

righteousness, peace, and purity, which are the landmarks of Science. 

 

16. 324 : 4-6 

 

The purification of sense and self is a proof of progress. "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they 

shall see God." 

 

17. 21 : 4-5 

 

This is having our part in the at-one-ment with Truth and Love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY APRIL 23, 2023 

 
 

SUBJECT—PROBATION AFTER DEATH 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  I CORINTHIANS 15 : 26 

 

 
 

“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Hebrews 2 : 1-3, 6-9 

 

 

1. Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard, lest 

at any time we should let them slip. 

 

2. For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience 

received a just recompence of reward; 

 

3. How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation? 

 

6. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or 

the son of man, that thou visitest him? 

 

7. Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and 

honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: 

 

8. Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection 

under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put 

under him. 

 

9. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 

crowned with glory and honour. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1.  Isaiah 25 : 1, 4, 7, 8 
 
1 O LORD, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done 

wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. 
 
4 For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge 

from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm 

against the wall. 
 
7 And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the 

vail that is spread over all nations. 
 
8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all 

faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD 

hath spoken it. 
 

2.  Luke 8 : 40-42, 49-56 (to :) 
 
40 And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly received him: for 

they were all waiting for him. 
 
41 And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he 

fell down at Jesus’ feet, and besought him that he would come into his house: 
 
42 For he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. But as he 

went the people thronged him. 
 
49 While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to 

him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master. 
 
50 But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be 

made whole. 
 
51 And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and James, 

and John, and the father and the mother of the maiden. 
 
52 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth. 
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53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead. 
 
54 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, saying, Maid, arise. 
 
55 And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he commanded to give her 

meat. 
 
56 And her parents were astonished: 
 

3. John 14 : 6 (to saith) 
 
6 Jesus saith… 
 

4. John 5 : 20 (the Father) (to :), 21, 24-29 (to 2nd ;) 
 
20 …the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth:  
 
21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth 

whom he will. 
 
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 

me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 

unto life. 
 
25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 

the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 
 
26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; 
 
27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man. 
 
28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 

his voice, 
 
29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; 
 

5. II Corinthians 4 : 6, 7, 14-18 
 
6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
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7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of 

God, and not of us. 
 
14 Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall 

present us with you. 
 
15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving 

of many redound to the glory of God. 
 
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is 

renewed day by day. 
 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 

and eternal weight of glory; 
 
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for 

the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
 

6. I Peter 1 : 3-9  
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant 

mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead, 
 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 

heaven for you, 
 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time. 
 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness 

through manifold temptations: 
 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though 

it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 

Jesus Christ: 
 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 

rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
 
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. 200 : 9-15 (to 2nd .) 
 

Life is, always has been, and ever will be independent of matter; for Life is God, and man is the 

idea of God, not formed materially but spiritually, and not subject to decay and dust. The 

Psalmist said: "Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of Thy hands. Thou hast put 

all things under his feet." 
 

2. 487 : 3 (Life is deathless)-6 
 

Life is deathless. Life is the origin and ultimate of man, never attainable through death, but 

gained by walking in the pathway of Truth both before and after that which is called death. 
 

3. 98 : 31-5 
 

The way through which immortality and life are learned is not ecclesiastical but Christian, not 

human but divine, not physical but metaphysical, not material but scientifically spiritual. Human 

philosophy, ethics, and superstition afford no demonstrable divine Principle by which mortals 

can escape from sin; yet to escape from sin, is what the Bible demands. 
 

4. 291 : 9-13 
 

Mortals need not fancy that belief in the experience of death will awaken them to glorified 

being. 
 

Universal salvation rests on progression and probation, and is unattainable without them. 
 

5. 296 : 4 (Progress)-13 
 

Progress is born of experience. It is the ripening of mortal man, through which the mortal is 

dropped for the immortal. Either here or hereafter, suffering or Science must destroy all illusions 

regarding life and mind, and regenerate material sense and self. The old man with his deeds 

must be put off. Nothing sensual or sinful is immortal. The death of a false material sense and of 

sin, not the death of organic matter, is what reveals man and Life, harmonious, real, and eternal. 
 

6. 46 : 20-24 
 

Jesus' unchanged physical condition after what seemed to be death was followed by his 

exaltation above all material conditions; and this exaltation explained his ascension, and 

revealed unmistakably a probationary and progressive state beyond the grave. 
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7. 427 : 13-25, 29-2 
 
Death is but another phase of the dream that existence can be material. Nothing can interfere 

with the harmony of being nor end the existence of man in Science. Man is the same after as 

before a bone is broken or the body guillotined. If man is never to overcome death, why do the 

Scriptures say, "The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death"? The tenor of the Word shows 

that we shall obtain the victory over death in proportion as we overcome sin. The great difficulty 

lies in ignorance of what God is. God, Life, Truth, and Love make man undying. Immortal 

Mind, governing all, must be acknowledged as supreme in the physical realm, so-called, as well 

as in the spiritual. 
 
The dream of death must be mastered by Mind here or hereafter. Thought will waken from its 

own material declaration, "I am dead," to catch this trumpet-word of Truth, "There is no death, 

no inaction, diseased action, overaction, nor reaction." 
 
8. 409 : 27-3 
 
We have no right to say that life depends on matter now, but will not depend on it after death. 

We cannot spend our days here in ignorance of the Science of Life, and expect to find beyond 

the grave a reward for this ignorance. Death will not make us harmonious and immortal as a 

recompense for ignorance. If here we give no heed to Christian Science, which is spiritual and 

eternal, we shall not be ready for spiritual Life hereafter. 
 
9. 39 : 10-30 
 
The educated belief that Soul is in the body causes mortals to regard death as a friend, as a 

stepping-stone out of mortality into immortality and bliss. The Bible calls death an enemy, and 

Jesus overcame death and the grave instead of yielding to them. He was "the way." To him, 

therefore, death was not the threshold over which he must pass into living glory. 
 
"Now," cried the apostle, "is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation," — mean-

ing, not that now men must prepare for a future-world salvation, or safety, but that now is the 

time in which to experience that salvation in spirit and in life. Now is the time for so-called 

material pains and material pleasures to pass away, for both are unreal, because impossible in 

Science. To break this earthly spell, mortals must get the true idea and divine Principle of all 

that really exists and governs the universe harmoniously. This thought is apprehended slowly, 

and the interval before its attainment is attended with doubts and defeats as well as triumphs. 
 
10. 405 : 5-11 
 
Christian Science commands man to master the propensities, — to hold hatred in abeyance with 

kindness, to conquer lust with chastity, revenge with charity, and to overcome deceit with 
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honesty. Choke these errors in their early stages, if you would not cherish an army of 

conspirators against health, happiness, and success. 

 

11. 324 : 7-15 

 

Unless the harmony and immortality of man are becoming more apparent, we are not gaining the 

true idea of God; and the body will reflect what governs it, whether it be Truth or error, 

understanding or belief, Spirit or matter. Therefore "acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at 

peace." Be watchful, sober, and vigilant. The way is straight and narrow, which leads to the 

understanding that God is the only Life. 

 

12. 252 : 7-14 

 

When false human beliefs learn even a little of their own falsity, they begin to disappear. A 

knowledge of error and of its operations must precede that understanding of Truth which 

destroys error, until the entire mortal, material error finally disappears, and the eternal verity, 

man created by and of Spirit, is understood and recognized as the true likeness of his Maker. 

 

13. 428 : 8-14 

 

To divest thought of false trusts and material evidences in order that the spiritual facts of being 

may appear, — this is the great attainment by means of which we shall sweep away the false and 

give place to the true. Thus we may establish in truth the temple, or body, "whose builder and 

maker is God." 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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SUNDAY APRIL 30, 2023 

 
 

SUBJECT—EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  PSALM 32 : 2 

 

 
 

“Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity,  

and in whose spirit there is no guile.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Psalm 51 : 1-3, 10-13 

 

 

1. Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the 

multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

 

2. Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

3. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 

 

10. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

11. Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 

 

12. Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

 

13. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2023                                                                   Page 2  

SUBJECT: EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Psalm 103 : 8-12, 17, 18 
 
8 The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 
 
9 He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. 
 
10 He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
 
11 For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 
 
12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 
 
17 But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, 

and his righteousness unto children’s children; 
 
18 To such as keep his covenant, and to those that remember his commandments to do them. 
 

2. John 8 : 1-11 
 
1 Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 
 
2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto 

him; and he sat down, and taught them. 
 
3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when 

they had set her in the midst, 
 
4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 
 
5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 
 
6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped 

down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 
 
7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is 

without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 
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8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 
 
9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, 

beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman 

standing in the midst. 
 
10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, 

Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 
 
11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin 

no more. 
 

3. Hebrews 12 : 5 (despise)-7, 11 
 
5 

… despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 
 
6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
 
7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the 

father chasteneth not? 
 
11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless 

afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 

thereby. 
 

4. II Peter 3 : 9 
 
9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 

longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance. 
 

5. Romans 5 : 8 (God)-10, 17-21 
 
8 God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 

us. 
 
9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 

him. 
 
10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 

more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 
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17 For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abun-

dance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ. 

 
18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even 

so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

 
19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one 

shall many be made righteous. 

 
20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace 

did much more abound: 

 
21 That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto 

eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

6. Romans 6 : 12-14, 16-18, 21, 22  

 
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. 

 
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 

yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as 

instruments of righteousness unto God. 

 
14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

 
16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to 

whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

 
17 But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart 

that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 

 
18 Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. 

 
21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those 

things is death. 

 
22 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto 

holiness, and the end everlasting life. 
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Science and Health 
 

1. 201 : 1-3, 7 (We)-12, 17-5 
 

The  best sermon ever preached is Truth practised and demonstrated by the destruction of sin, 

sickness, and death. 
 

We cannot build safely on false foundations. Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things 

pass away and "all things are become new." Passions, selfishness, false appetites, hatred, fear, 

all sensuality, yield to spirituality, and the superabundance of being is on the side of God, good. 
 

The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-tides of Love. 

Christian perfection is won on no other basis. 
 

Grafting holiness upon unholiness, supposing that sin can be forgiven when it is not forsaken, is 

as foolish as straining out gnats and swallowing camels. 
 

The scientific unity which exists between God and man must be wrought out in life-practice, and 

God's will must be universally done. 
 

2. 497 : 9 (We)-12 
 

We acknowledge God's forgiveness of sin in the destruction of sin and the spiritual understand-

ing that casts out evil as unreal. But the belief in sin is punished so long as the belief lasts. 
 

3. 356 : 19-27 
 

God is as incapable of producing sin, sickness, and death as He is of experiencing these errors. 

How then is it possible for Him to create man subject to this triad of errors, — man who is made 

in the divine likeness? 
 

Does God create a material man out of Himself, Spirit? Does evil proceed from good? Does 

divine Love commit a fraud on humanity by making man inclined to sin, and then punishing him 

for it?  
 

4. 357 : 1-5 
 

In common justice, we must admit that God will not punish man for doing what He created man 

capable of doing, and knew from the outset that man would do. God is "of purer eyes than to 

behold evil." 
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5. 537 : 14 (Error)-15 
 

Error excludes itself from harmony. Sin is its own punishment. 
 

6. 188 : 4-10 
 

The belief of sin, which has grown terrible in strength and influence, is an unconscious error in 

the beginning, — an embryonic thought without motive; but afterwards it governs the so-called 

man. Passion, depraved appetites, dishonesty, envy, hatred, revenge ripen into action, only to 

pass from shame and woe to their final punishment. 
 

7. 5 : 3-21 
 

Sorrow for wrong-doing is but one step towards reform and the very easiest step. The next and 

great step required by wisdom is the test of our sincerity, — namely, reformation. To this end 

we are placed under the stress of circumstances. Temptation bids us repeat the offence, and woe 

comes in return for what is done. So it will ever be, till we learn that there is no discount in the 

law of justice and that we must pay "the uttermost farthing." The measure ye mete "shall be 

measured to you again," and it will be full "and running over." 
 

Saints and sinners get their full award, but not always in this world. The followers of Christ 

drank his cup. Ingratitude and persecution filled it to the brim; but God pours the riches of His 

love into the understanding and affections, giving us strength according to our day. Sinners 

flourish "like a green bay tree;" but, looking farther, the Psalmist could see their end, — the 

destruction of sin through suffering. 
 

8. 19 : 26-28 
 

If living in disobedience to Him, we ought to feel no security, although God is good. 
 

9. 196 : 6-10 
 

Better the suffering which awakens mortal mind from its fleshly dream, than the false pleasures 

which tend to perpetuate this dream. Sin alone brings death, for sin is the only element of 

destruction. 
 

10. 10 : 31-4 
 

Do you ask wisdom to be merciful and not to punish sin? Then "ye ask amiss." Without 

punishment, sin would multiply. Jesus' prayer, "Forgive us our debts," specified also the terms 

of forgiveness. When forgiving the adulterous woman he said, "Go, and sin no more." 

 



BIBLE LESSON FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2023                                                                   Page 7  

SUBJECT: EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT 

            

 
This Bible Lesson was prepared by Plainfield Christian Science Church, Independent. It is composed of 

Scriptural Quotations from the King James Bible and Correlative Passages from the Christian Science textbook, 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy. 
 

11. 35 : 30 (The)-9 
 

The design of Love is to reform the sinner. If the sinner's punishment here has been insufficient 

to reform him, the good man's heaven would be a hell to the sinner. They, who know not purity 

and affection by experience, can never find bliss in the blessed company of Truth and Love 

simply through translation into another sphere. Divine Science reveals the necessity of sufficient 

suffering, either before or after death, to quench the love of sin. To remit the penalty due for sin, 

would be for Truth to pardon error. Escape from punishment is not in accordance with God's 

government, since justice is the handmaid of mercy. 
 

12. 6 : 3 (Divine)-5 
 

Divine Love corrects and governs man. Men may pardon, but this divine Principle alone reforms 

the sinner. 
 

13. 95 : 32-5 
 

Humanity advances slowly out of sinning sense into spiritual understanding; unwillingness to 

learn all things rightly, binds Christendom with chains. 
 

Love will finally mark the hour of harmony, and spiritualization will follow, for Love is Spirit. 
 

14. 98 : 31-11 
 

The way through which immortality and life are learned is not ecclesiastical but Christian, not 

human but divine, not physical but metaphysical, not material but scientifically spiritual. Human 

philosophy, ethics, and superstition afford no demonstrable divine Principle by which mortals 

can escape from sin; yet to escape from sin, is what the Bible demands. "Work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling," says the apostle, and he straightway adds: "for it is God 

which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good pleasure" (Philippians ii. 12, 13). Truth 

has furnished the key to the kingdom, and with this key Christian Science has opened the door 

of the human understanding. 
 

15. 99 : 23-29 
 

The calm, strong currents of true spirituality, the manifestations of which are health, purity, and 

self-immolation, must deepen human experience, until the beliefs of material existence are seen 

to be a bald imposition, and sin, disease, and death give everlasting place to the scientific 

demonstration of divine Spirit and to God's spiritual, perfect man. 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 
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