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SUNDAY NOVEMBER 28, 2021 

 
 

SUBJECT—ANCIENT AND MODERN NECROMANCY, ALIAS  

        MESMERISM AND HYPNOTISM, DENOUNCED 

 
 

GOLDEN TEXT:  ROMANS 13 : 1 

 

 
 

“There is no power but of God.” 

 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING:  Exodus 20 : 1-6 

 

 

1. And God spake all these words, saying, 

 

2. I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 

house of bondage. 

 

3. Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

 

4. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 

 

5. Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a 

jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 

generation of them that hate me; 

 

6. And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 
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LESSON SERMON 
 

The Bible 
 

1. Deuteronomy 28 : 1-3, 6, 7, 14 
 
1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy 

God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the 

LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 
 
2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto 

the voice of the LORD thy God. 
 
3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field. 
 
6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest 

out. 
 
7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy 

face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways. 
 
14 And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the 

right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them. 
 

2. Isaiah 8 : 19 (to 1st ?) 
 
19 And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto 

wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God? 
 

3. I Samuel 28 : 3-8, 11-13 (to :), 14 (And Saul)-18 (to 1st ,) 
 
3 Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him, and buried him in Ramah, even 

in his own city. And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, 

out of the land. 
 
4 And the Philistines gathered themselves together, and came and pitched in Shunem: and 

Saul gathered all Israel together, and they pitched in Gilboa. 
 
5 And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart greatly 

trembled. 
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6 And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, 

nor by Urim, nor by prophets. 

 
7 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit, that I may 

go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a woman that 

hath a familiar spirit at En-dor. 

 
8 And Saul disguised himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with 

him, and they came to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by 

the familiar spirit, and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee. 

 
11 Then said the woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up 

Samuel. 

 
12 And when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to 

Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul. 

 
13 And the king said unto her, Be not afraid: 

 
14 And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and 

bowed himself. 

 
15 And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul 

answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is 

departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: 

therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. 

 
16 Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from 

thee, and is become thine enemy? 

 
17 And the LORD hath done to him, as he spake by me: for the LORD hath rent the kingdom 

out of thine hand, and given it to thy neighbour, even to David: 

 
18 Because thou obeyedst not the voice of the LORD,  

 

4. Luke 4 : 14 (to Spirit) 

 
14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit… 
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5. Luke 8 : 27 (And) only, 27 (there)-35 
 
27 And … there met him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long time, and ware 

no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs. 
 
28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, 

What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment 

me not. 
 
29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For oftentimes it had 

caught him: and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands, 

and was driven of the devil into the wilderness.) 
 
30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, Legion: because many 

devils were entered into him. 
 
31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. 
 
32 And there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and they besought 

him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And he suffered them. 
 
33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran 

violently down a steep place into the lake, and were choked. 
 
34 When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went and told it in the city 

and in the country. 
 
35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and found the man, out of 

whom the devils were departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: 

and they were afraid. 
 

6. John 8 : 12 
 
12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth 

me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. 
 
7. Luke 21 : 8 
 
8 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, 

I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them. 
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8. John 10 : 14, 27, 28 (and they) 

 
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

 
27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

 
28 …and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 

 

 

Science and Health 
 

1. 497 : 5-8 (We) 

 

We acknowledge and adore one supreme and infinite God. We acknowledge His Son, one 

Christ; the Holy Ghost or divine Comforter; and man in God's image and likeness. 

 

2. 183 : 21-23 

 

Divine Mind rightly demands man's entire obedience, affection, and strength. No reservation is 

made for any lesser loyalty. 

 

3. vii : 17-20 

 

Ignorance of God is no longer the stepping-stone to faith. The only guarantee of obedience is a 

right apprehension of Him whom to know aright is Life eternal. 

 

4. 239 : 16-22 

 

To ascertain our progress, we must learn where our affections are placed and whom we 

acknowledge and obey as God. If divine Love is becoming nearer, dearer, and more real to us, 

matter is then submitting to Spirit. The objects we pursue and the spirit we manifest reveal our 

standpoint, and show what we are winning. 

 

5. 25 : 13-16, 17-19 

 

Jesus taught the way of Life by demonstration, that we may understand how this divine 

Principle heals the sick, casts out error, and triumphs over death. … By his obedience to God, he 

demonstrated more spiritually than all others the Principle of being. 
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6. 410 : 14-21 
 

Every trial of our faith in God makes us stronger. The more difficult seems the material 

condition to be overcome by Spirit, the stronger should be our faith and the purer our love. The 

Apostle John says: "There is no fear in Love, but perfect Love casteth out fear ... . He that 

feareth is not made perfect in Love." Here is a definite and inspired proclamation of Christian 

Science. 
 

7. 102 : 30-32 (to ,) 
 

Mankind must learn that evil is not power. Its so-called despotism is but a phase of nothingness. 

Christian Science despoils the kingdom of evil, 
 

8. 103 : 18-23 (to 2nd .), 29-2 
 

As named in Christian Science, animal magnetism or hypnotism is the specific term for error, or 

mortal mind. It is the false belief that mind is in matter, and is both evil and good; that evil is as 

real as good and more powerful. This belief has not one quality of Truth. It is either ignorant or 

malicious. 
 
In reality there is no mortal mind, and consequently no transference of mortal thought and will-

power. Life and being are of God. In Christian Science, man can do no harm, for scientific 

thoughts are true thoughts, passing from God to man. 
 

9. 151 : 20-30 
 

Every function of the real man is governed by the divine Mind. The human mind has no power 

to kill or to cure, and it has no control over God's man. The divine Mind that made man 

maintains His own image and likeness. The human mind is opposed to God and must be put off, 

as St. Paul declares. All that really exists is the divine Mind and its idea, and in this Mind the 

entire being is found harmonious and eternal. The straight and narrow way is to see and 

acknowledge this fact, yield to this power, and follow the leadings of truth. 
 

10. 101 : 26-31 
 

If animal magnetism seems to alleviate or to cure disease, this appearance is deceptive, since 

error cannot remove the effects of error. Discomfort under error is preferable to comfort. In no 

instance is the effect of animal magnetism, recently called hypnotism, other than the effect of 

illusion. Any seeming benefit derived from it is proportional to one's faith in esoteric magic. 
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11. 102 : 1-8, 16-23 

 

Animal magnetism has no scientific foundation, for God governs all that is real, harmonious, 

and eternal, and His power is neither animal nor human. Its basis being a belief and this belief 

animal, in Science animal magnetism, mesmerism, or hypnotism is a mere negation, possessing 

neither intelligence, power, nor reality, and in sense it is an unreal concept of the so-called 

mortal mind. 

 

The mild forms of animal magnetism are disappearing, and its aggressive features are coming to 

the front. The looms of crime, hidden in the dark recesses of mortal thought, are every hour 

weaving webs more complicated and subtle. So secret are the present methods of animal 

magnetism that they ensnare the age into indolence, and produce the very apathy on the subject 

which the criminal desires. 

 

12. 288 : 9-14 

 

Superstition and understanding can never combine. When the final physical and moral effects of 

Christian Science are fully apprehended, the conflict between truth and error, understanding and 

belief, Science and material sense, foreshadowed by the prophets and inaugurated by Jesus, will 

cease, and spiritual harmony reign. 

 

13. 569 : 6-14 

 

The Scripture, "Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many," is 

literally fulfilled, when we are conscious of the supremacy of Truth, by which the nothingness 

of error is seen; and we know that the nothingness of error is in proportion to its wickedness. He 

that touches the hem of Christ's robe and masters his mortal beliefs, animality, and hate, rejoices 

in the proof of healing, — in a sweet and certain sense that God is Love. 

 

14. 568 : 24-30 

 

For victory over a single sin, we give thanks and magnify the Lord of Hosts. What shall we say 

of the mighty conquest over all sin? A louder song, sweeter than has ever before reached high 

heaven, now rises clearer and nearer to the great heart of Christ; for the accuser is not there, and 

Love sends forth her primal and everlasting strain. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE DAILY DUTIES 
 

by Mary Baker Eddy 
 

Daily Prayer 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to pray each day: "Thy kingdom 

come;" let the reign of divine Truth, Life, and Love be established in me, and rule out of me 

all sin; and may Thy Word enrich the affections of all mankind, and govern them! 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 4 
 

A Rule for Motives and Acts 
 

Neither animosity nor mere personal attachment should impel the motives or acts of the 

members of The Mother Church. In Science, divine Love alone governs man; and a Christian 

Scientist reflects the sweet amenities of Love, in rebuking sin, in true brotherliness, 

charitableness, and forgiveness. The members of this Church should daily watch and pray to be 

delivered from all evil, from prophesying, judging, condemning, counseling, influencing or 

being influenced erroneously. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 1 
 

Alertness to Duty 
 

It shall be the duty of every member of this Church to defend himself daily against 

aggressive mental suggestion, and not be made to forget nor to neglect his duty to God, to his 

Leader, and to mankind. By his works he shall be judged, — and justified or condemned. 

Church Manual, Article VIII, Sect. 6 

_____________________ 

 

Take Notice 
 

from Miscellany, by Mary Baker Eddy, page 237 
 

To Christian Scientists: — See Science and Health, 

page 442, line 30, and give daily attention thereto.  
 

 

“Christian Scientists, be a law to yourselves that mental malpractice  

cannot harm you either when asleep or when awake.”  
(S&H, p. 442) 

 


