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It is Not What it Appears to Be 
 

I am moved with this plain spiritual fact: 

“According to Christian Science, perfection is 

normal, — not miraculous. Clothed, and in its right 

Mind, man’s individuality is sinless, deathless, 

harmonious, eternal. His materiality, clad in a false 

mentality, wages feeble fight with his individuality, 

— his physical senses with his spiritual senses. The 

latter move in God’s grooves of Science: the 

former revolve in their own orbits, and must stand 

the friction of false selfhood until self-destroyed.” 

(Miscellaneous Writings 104:12-21) 

Perfection is, imperfection is not. “Perfection 

does not animate imperfection.” (Science and 

Health 243:31-32) Thus, all evil denounced!! 

********** 

“No Divination Against Israel” 
 

“In reality there is no mortal mind, and 

consequently no transference of mortal thought and 

will-power. Life and being are of God. In Christian 

Science, man can do no harm, for scientific 

thoughts are true thoughts, passing from God to 

man.” (Science and Health, page 103) 

As Israel marched through the promised land, 

defeating her enemies one after another, King 

Balak of Moab grew desperate and so purposed to 

find a way to destroy Israel by other than 

conventional military means. So the king offered  

great riches to the non-Israelite prophet Balaam to 

attack Israel psychically. 

Cursing someone requires belief in the 

transference of destructive thoughts from human to 

human. 

As it turns out, Balaam, after three elaborate 

attempts, could not find a way to curse Israel, but 

instead spoke four major blessings upon Israel 

which became part of Judeo-Christian spiritual 

tradition. 

“Surely there is no enchantment [mesmerism] 

against Jacob, neither is there any divination 

against Israel: according to this time it shall be said 

of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!” 

(See the Book of Numbers, chapters 22–24.) 

Also, from the Glossary chapter of Science and 

Health by Mary Baker Eddy: 

“JACOB. Inspiration; the revelation of Science, in 

which the so-called material senses yield to the 

spiritual sense of Life and Love.” 

“CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. The representatives of 

Soul, not corporeal sense; the offspring of Spirit, 

who, having wrestled with error, sin, and sense, are 

governed by divine Science; some of the ideas of 

God beheld as men, casting out error and healing 

the sick; Christ’s offspring.” 

********** 

Lessons From I Kings 13 
 

This account from I Kings 13 in our Lesson 

feels like a perfect example of why we need “A 

Rule for Motives and Acts” and “Alertness to 

Duty” from the Daily Duties by Mary Baker Eddy, 

and also what she wrote on page 116 

of Miscellaneous Writings about Obedience: 

“Obeying the divine Principle which you profess to 

understand and love, demonstrates Truth. Never 
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absent from your post, never off guard, never ill-

humored, never unready to work for God, — is 

obedience; being ‘faithful over a few things.’ If in 

one instance obedience be lacking, you lose the 

scientific rule and its reward: namely, to be made 

‘ruler over many things.’” 

The man of God from Judah dropped his guard 

and left his post when he allowed himself to be 

“influenced erroneously” by the old prophet in 

Beth-el. Now, it seems that the old prophet’s 

rebuke in verse 22 “thy carcase shall not come unto 

the sepulchre of thy fathers” perhaps sounds like it 

is condemning the man, but it should have been 

received by the man of God from Judah as 

condemning the error only. The wrong thinking 

and disobedience were the carcass, not the man. 

This was an opportunity to learn the need “to 

defend himself daily against aggressive mental 

suggestion,” and to make amends with God, and 

grow higher spiritually knowing that “Trials are 

proofs of God’s care.” (Science and Health, p. 66) 

— it was definitely not the time to take the 

condemnation personally; yet verse 24 shows us 

the rebuked man completely dropped his guard, 

since “when he was gone, a lion met him by the 

way, and slew him:” 

During my time studying Christian Science here, 

and working with a practitioner, it has become 

clear that we need to keep our armor on all the 

time, even when we are with each other at Church 

or with our families. I am only useful to God, to 

this Church and its members, and my family, when 

I am at my post, on guard and joyfully doing the 

work I have been given. Learning to take a rebuke 

as a positive correction that is another step toward 

victory, and not as a personal defeat that sets us 

back at square one, is important. Learning to listen 

to God and “Prove all things; hold fast that which 

is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21), as we do what He 

is directing us to do, brings fulfillment far beyond 

anything else, making every trial and rebuke along 

the way well worth it! 

While looking for the quote from page 66, I 

found this which answers why we must have these 

trials: “We must have trials and self-denials, as 

well as joys and victories, until all error is 

destroyed.” (Science and Health, page 39) 

Thank you for this lesson, and for all that is 

taught in this Church!  

********** 

“Quenching the Fiery Darts of the Wicked” 
 

“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith 

ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 

wicked.” (Ephesians 6:16) 

This is such a wonderful Lesson! And the 

following article by Edward A. Kimball, 

“Quenching the Fiery Darts of the Wicked,” is 

most helpful to study along with it, and can be 

found on our church website. 

https://books.plainfieldcs.com/edward-

kimball/teaching-and-addresses-on-christian-

science/#article_0025  

********** 

Thank you! The article by Kimball is such an 

invigorating treatment. Watch, watch, watch. Stay 

alert. Be a light. Be a help. Be a healer regularly, 

even daily. 

The lesson was a wonderful push. I needed the 

push. This is Love’s work and besides God, others 

will love us, too. It is wonderful.  

********** 

We are Created to do More, Not Less! 
 

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that 

day shall not come, except there come a falling 

away first,” II Thess. 2:3 

A message of inspiration I heard today resonated 

with me. In essence, God did not design us to be 

stagnant, we are given the ability to be “more.” If 

we are not moving forward, we are going 

backwards. This spoke to me of how a falling away 

happens. If I want more of anything in my life, then 

it requires more from me. So falling away is doing 

less of God centered living. We are instructed to 
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continually square our account with God and look 

for the progress every day. I can ask myself, “What 

‘more’ is being asked of me?” I need to be more 

honest, more quiet, a better listener to God, more 

forgiving, more just, more merciful, more grateful, 

more humble, read more of the Word of God, get 

more practitioner help, do more work for God, be 

more kind, be more unselfed, etc. Doing nothing 

and expecting more is unrealistic and selfish. I 

cannot get more from nothing. 

So I ask myself, “What ‘more’ does God require 

of me today?” 

“We are all capable of more than we do.” 

(Science and Health, p. 89) 

********** 

SUBJECT: God the only Cause and 
Creator —  
June 6th, 2021 

 

Our Creator and Good Shepherd 
 

The story of Jesus raising Jairus’ daughter in the 

lesson this week occurs in two other gospels, Mark 

and Luke. Only in the book of Mark do we have 

Jesus saying to the little girl “Talitha cumi; which 

is, being interpreted, Damsel, I say unto thee, 

arise.” (Mark 5:41) 

“Talitha cumi is a transcription of an Aramaic 

phrase. Aramaic was the common, everyday 

language in Israel at the time. Talitha is a term of 

endearment. It is etymologically related to a word 

that can also mean ‘lamb.’ Jesus’ use of this term, 

coupled with his taking the little girl by the hand, 

provides an image of compassion and gentleness. 

The Good Shepherd is lovingly gathering the lambs 

in His arms (see Isaiah 40:11) ‘My little lamb.’ He 

says to her as He restores her life, ‘it’s time to get 

up.’” (gotquestions.org) 

Also Mrs. Eddy’s hymn “The Shepherd Hymn” 

says: 

“So when day grows dark and cold, 

Tear or triumph harms, 

Lead Thy lambkins to the fold, 

Take them in Thine arms…” 

Thank you, Lesson writer, for this inspiring 

lesson. 

 ********** 

“Give Place” 
 

“[T]here came a certain ruler, and worshipped 

him, saying, My daughter is even now dead: but 

come and lay thy hand upon her, and she shall live. 

...And when Jesus came into the ruler’s house, and 

saw the minstrels and the people making a noise, 

He said unto them, Give place: for the maid is not 

dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to scorn. 

But when the people were put forth [ejected], he 

went in, and took her by the hand, and the maid 

arose.” (Matthew 9, emphasis added) 

As recorded in 2 Kings 3, there was a desperate 

need for water to ensure the survival of great 

multitudes of people and livestock. The prophet 

Elisha then spoke, “For thus saith the LORD, Ye 

shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that 

valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, 

both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts. And this 

is but a light thing in the sight of the LORD:” 

The people obeyed. Then water appeared 

spontaneously in those ditches, without the help of 

a solitary, material drop of rain. 

Digging a ditch requires removal of soil to 

create space for the ditch to exist in the first place. 

Similarly, this removal of earth symbolizes 

removing heavy earthbound thoughts of lack, 

limitation, failure, sin, disease, and death to make 

way for Omnipotence. The Greek word for this 

important emptying process is kenosis (Philippians 

2:7) — Jesus “emptied himself” daily of mortal 

mindedness to give place to Omnipotence that he 

might work the works of God. 

The ruler of the synagogue understood this 

principle of emptying oneself of mortal self and 

thus, full of understanding, successfully drew near 

to Christ to fill the place in which mournful belief 

in his daughter’s death would otherwise dominate 



his mind. The mourners, however, were giving 

place to death, even singing about it. These 

mourners symbolize mortal thoughts that must be 

silenced, ejected from thought to give place to 

Christ (Truth) thoughts. Whatever is dominant in 

my mind will eventually out-picture itself in my 

life. 

God, grant that I be successful in daily emptying 

myself by digging ditches, creating spaces in the 

landscape of my being to give place for Him to 

work through me.  

********** 

“Begin by Reckoning God…” 
 

“To grasp the reality and order of being in its 

Science, you must begin by reckoning God as the 

divine Principle of all that really is.” (Science and 

Health 275:10-11) 

If I want to see all things perfectly, as God 

created them, then I must always begin by 

“esteeming, accounting, reputing” (reckoning) God 

as the divine Principle, the only Source and 

Creator, of all that really is. If I do not do this, then 

there is a reckoning on my part — an account or 

price to pay — until I turn my thought back to God 

and begin aright. 

When doing a watch, I often find it helpful to 

begin with this reckoning: “…divine Principle, 

Love, underlying, overlying, and encompassing all 

true being.” (Science and Health 496:18)  

********** 

Truth Communicates 
 

“The great Teacher knew both cause and effect, 

knew that truth communicates itself but never 

imparts error.” (Science and Health, p. 85) 

“The perfect Mind sends forth perfection, for God 

is Mind.” (Science and Health p. 239) 

I have been using these citations during the 

week whenever something unlike God presents 

itself throughout the day. It reminded me of a 

couple of lines from “Infection” by Herbert 

Eustace. “Infection is Mind imparting itself to its 

idea, imparting its very name and nature, infecting 

its own expression with life, purity and perfection. 

This is the one and only infection, and it is in 

perfect agreement with the accepted definition of 

the word: ‘sympathetic communication of like 

qualities.’” 

“Communicate: To impart; to give to another, as 

a partaker; to confer for joint possession; to 

bestow, as that which the receiver is to hold, retain, 

use; to make known.” (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary) 

I have been affirming that all that my body, 

feelings, anyone, or anything can impart is the truth 

from God and any message of imperfection does 

not need to be entertained. All that God bestows on 

His creation is a blessing and good. I have found 

this has helped me counter negative messages with 

the Word of God. I am grateful for our Truth-filled 

Bible Lessons each week.  

********** 

Be Ye Therefore Perfect 
 

 “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 

which is in heaven is perfect.” (Matt 5:48, Lesson 

citation #7) 

“Perfect — Finished, complete, consummate, 

not defective, having all that is requisite to its 

nature and kind; fully informed, completely skilled; 

complete in moral excellencies; manifesting 

perfection.” (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary) 

Recalling the comments made in last Sunday’s 

Roundtable (5/30/21) regarding the fact that it is 

mandatory that we take responsibility for our own 

experiences in life, and that we never blame others 

for what may come our way, but we should learn 

from each untoward experience, and thus grow 

further Spiritward, I found this comment from an 

article entitled “Perfection the Goal” to be very 

comforting: “Let us not be discouraged if we do 

not at first reach our ideal, rather let us be 

quickened by the example of those who have 

accomplished much, those who have made success 

but a stepping-stone to higher achievement, and 



failure a stimulus to more earnest endeavor.” 

(Christian Science Sentinel, 8/7/1902, by M.) 

Thank you to all the members of the Plainfield 

Church whose inspiring dedication and unceasing 

labor for the Cause of Christian Science serve as 

just such an example of those who are 

accomplishing much, spurring others on to higher 

achievements, in line with Mrs. Eddy’s statement, 

“We are all capable of more than we do.” (Science 

and Health 89:21-22) 

********** 

Hymn 329 

From The Christian Science Hymnal,  

1932 edition 

The heavens declare the glory 

Of Him who made all things; 

Each day repeats the story, 

Each night its tribute brings. 

To earth’s remotest border 

His mighty power is known; 

In beauty, grandeur, order, 

His handiwork is shown. 

His law man’s pathway brightens, 

His judgments all are pure, 

His Word the thought enlightens, 

And ever shall endure. 

To heed His testimony, 

And Wisdom’s way to hold, 

Is sweeter far than honey, 

And better far than gold. 

In daily contemplation 

Of Thee, I take delight; 

O, let my meditation 

Lay hold of Thee aright. 

O, aid me in suppression 

Of idle thought or word; 

O, keep me from transgression, 

Redeemer, strength, and Lord. 

********** 

There is but one cause and effect 

“Pray without ceasing. Watch diligently; never 

desert the post of spiritual observation and self-

examination. Strive for self-abnegation, justice, 

meekness, mercy, purity, love. Let your light 

reflect Light. Have no ambition, affection, nor aim 

apart from holiness. Forget not for a moment, that 

God is All-in-all – therefore, that in reality there is 

but one cause and effect.” (Miscellaneous Writings 

pp. 154-155) 

Glorious Things Has He Created 

 

********** 

 

 

 


