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SUBJECT:  Probation After Death – 
April 28th, 2019 
 

"Work Out Your Own Salvation" 
 
In searching some CS literature of the past, I came 

across two articles relevant to this week’s Lesson: 

First: “… [T]o ‘work out your own salvation’ 

means to bring every thought into subjection to 

Truth and Love.” — testimonial of J. S. P., 

Kingston, Mass. CS Journal, Oct. 1891  

 

And second: 

From the CS Sentinel, October 17, 1903 

By A. L. H.   

I desire to express through the Sentinel, the deep 

gratitude I feel for the healing of my eyes through 

Christian Science. For years I have suffered almost 

constantly with severe pain in my eyes, and for 

nearly a year I was unable to use them to any 

extent for close work. I received treatment from 

three of the best oculists in my own city, one in a 

nearby city, and a noted one in New York, but none 

of them seemed to understand my case sufficiently 

to relieve the pain that always accompanied the use 

of my eyes.  

 

After being in Christian Science a few months, I 

sought help from a practitioner.  After several 

treatments, my eyes appeared for a time to be 

worse. I suffered with severe pain and headache, 

and physical discord in other ways seemed to claim 

me. Knowing comparatively little of Science, I 

could not understand why there should suddenly 

appear so much that was inharmonious, and fearing 

I was listening to error’s voice, and losing 

ground,—almost in desperation,—I took my 

Science and Health and turned to the chapter 

“Atonement and Eucharist,” page 22, and I was 

guided to these words: “Work out your own 

salvation, is the demand of Life and Love; for  

 

to this end God worketh with you. ‘Occupy till I 

come!’ Wait for your reward, and ‘be not weary 

in well-doing.’ If your endeavors are beset by 

fearful odds, and you receive no present reward, 

go not back to error, nor become a sluggard in 

the race.” 
 

The next paragraph, in which it says, “Love is not 

hasty to deliver us from temptation, for Love 

means that we shall be tried and purified,” also 

had special significance in that time of doubt. 

I read on until on the next page I came to the words, 

“Believe . . . and thou shalt be saved!” when all 

discord left me and I felt I was healed. Three days 

later, I was able to go without my glasses 

altogether. This was over three months ago, and 

since that time I have not worn glasses at all. 

 

After I had gone without them a month, fear 

brought on the old pain again, but that was entirely 

overcome by a few treatments, and since then the 

strength that has come to my eyes with the 

realization of Mrs. Eddy’s words, “Spirit’s senses 

are without pain, and they are forever at peace” 

(Science and Health, p. 215), has been a revelation 

to me of the power of Truth in overcoming physical 

inharmony. My deepest gratitude, however, comes 

through the realization of the spiritual uplifting I am 

daily receiving through this truth. For this I 

earnestly give thanks to God and to Mrs. Eddy and 

to the dear friends from whom I have received so 

much help and inspiration in the study of the 

Word.—A. L. H., Albany, N. Y. 

 

 

 
I Will Walk Before The Lord in The Land of 
The Living 
 
1. Psalm 116 : 1-9 

1 I love the Lord, because he hath heard my 

http://www.plainfieldcs.com/


voice and my supplications. 

2 Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, 

therefore will I call upon him as long as I live. 

3 The sorrows of death compassed me, and the 

pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble 

and sorrow. 

4 Then called I upon the name of the Lord; O 

Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, our 

God is merciful. 

6 The Lord preserveth the simple: I was 

brought low, and he helped me. 

7 Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the Lord 

hath dealt bountifully with thee. 

8 For thou hast delivered my soul from death, 

mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 

9 I will walk before the Lord in the land of the 

living. 

 

This has really touched me this week, as it is the 

exact steps which brought me from the certainty 

that my only option was to take my life, to being 

brought to Plainfield and learning about Christian 

Science. I marvel often how it seemed like an 

insurmountable problem – to me, anyway – and yet 

once I called to Him it all changed very quickly 

and completely. That is always my benchmark 

now, if an obstacle feels large: God delivered me 

from certain death, so this small thing will crumble, 

as well! 

 

It also has me thinking of how – in last week’s 

Lesson – Christ Jesus asked for the “disciples and 

Peter.” (Mark 16:7) At first, I thought that it was 

such a kind and loving thing, to include Peter. And, 

of course, it was! But more importantly, I feel the 

ultimate message to Peter is the same as what I was 

given: “Alright, you got knocked around, but there 

is still work for you to do!”  I am very grateful that 

Christ’s Christianity includes hope, peace, joy, and 

purpose!  Thank you! 

 

This Psalm is written with such 

empathy/understanding of the human mind, yet it is 

showing us the way to be delivered from it. 

 “I will walk before the Lord in the land of the 

living.” I see this as placing God in front of us with 

everything we do and He will show us what we 

need to know to progress. We do not have to know 

everything that MBE wrote in order to be worthy. 

We are worthy because he loves us and we want to 

know him better. As Jeremy said, “Alright, you got 

knocked around, but there is still work for you to 

do!” Dust off and He will meet us where we are and 

lead the way to understanding and knowing that 

spiritual sense destroys the material! So grateful to 

be a new member of Plainfield! 

 

 

 
Death Is Not a Stepping Stone 
 
Science and Health, p. 203 “Death is not a stepping-

stone to Life, immortality, and bliss.” 

“God, divine good, does not kill a man in order to 

give him eternal Life, for God alone is man’s life. 

God is at once the centre and circumference of 

being. It is evil that dies; good dies not.” 

This means a great deal to me! Somewhere along 

the way in life I thought that death was an escape 

from this material world….boy was I wrong! The 

true Science that I have been learning here at 

Plainfield has changed so much of my old thinking 

and beliefs. As reflection, the image of God, at-one-

ment, having the Mind of Christ, never alone, 

daughter of the King, and never fear except to 

offend God, and so much more, all lead to 

understand our eternal life (Life) in God.  

 

 

 
Heaven By Probation and Progression? 
 
“Heaven. Harmony; the reign of Spirit; government 

by divine Principle; spirituality; bliss; the 

atmosphere of Soul.” Science and Health,  p.587. 

What a heartening definition of Heaven, correcting 

the false concept of it being a place somewhere, 

where only some chosen can go to, or if on 

judgement day you pass the test you may be 

welcomed there. What a lie!!! 

 

Thank God for these Truths revealed through our 

study of Christian Science, that everyone who 

works and walks with God (as Christ Jesus’ 



example demonstrated) can realize that reign of 

Spirit, harmony, the atmosphere of Soul, awaiting 

all, NOW, EVERYWHERE! 

 

None are so sinful to be denied this state of 

Harmony; we all have the opportunity through our 

trials (which are blessings in fact seen correctly) to 

wake up from our slumber in materialism, examine 

our relationship with God and daily commit to His 

ways and live it to the best of our ability. God 

works with us! 

 

There is no special day to come when we will all 

be judged and some let into heaven and others 

condemned, neither does dying exempt us from this 

hourly probation which brings us steadily closer to 

Heaven which is ours to realize and Love.  

Science and Health, p. 242 : 9-14 

“There is but one way to heaven, harmony, and 

Christ in divine Science shows us this way. It is to 

know no other reality — to have no other 

consciousness of life — than good, God and His 

reflection, and to rise superior to the so-called pain 

and pleasure of the senses.” 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: Everlasting Punishment – May 
5th, 2019 
 

The Lord is Our Lawgiver 
 
“For the Lord is our judge, The Lord is our 

lawgiver, the Lord is our king; he will save us.” 

(Isa. 33:22) 

 

If the Lord is our lawgiver (and He is), then His 

law, divine Law, is the only one governing our 

nation — beneath, above, around, and throughout. 

This is the only Law that is operating at our 

borders, in our Senate and House of 

Representatives, and everywhere. It is a law of 

Truth uncovering and destroying error, a law of 

Love uniting and comforting all and destroying 

hatred and bigotry, a law of Principle supporting 
and leading our nation, and nullifying any immoral 

or unethical action. 

Occupy till I come! 
 
“‘Occupy till I come!’ Wait for your reward, and 

‘be not weary in well doing.’” The word “occupy” 

led me back to Florence Roberts’ article “Meekness 

and Restoration”: 

 

“Meekness …. represents the calm strength of one 

who knows who he is, bends with the Father’s will 

because he is sure of the power at hand. Such a one 

walks conforming to whatever shape it is being 

divinely led to take because he has no human 

ambition but trusts and rests completely in the 

Father’s care.” 

 

From this, I have a clearer sense that God made me 

to be me. While some of the Ten Commandments 

warn me not to have any false gods, others seem to 

admonish against trying to construct a false “me.” 

Am I really being that best reflection of God if I 

spend time wanting what others have or wishing I 

was someone else? The list in Galatians 5: 19-21 of 

“the works of the flesh” that “shall not inherit the 

kingdom of God” includes emulations and envyings. 

What purpose or place could I ever hope to occupy, 

and what shape am I conforming to, if not the one 

God has made for me? 

The 1828 Webster’s definition for “occupy” is, in 

part: 

3. To take up; to possess; to cover or fill. 

4. To employ; to use. 

From “Possession” by Mary Baker Eddy: 

“Take possession of healing, of health, of 

demonstration, of results, of a sense of results. Let 

the results be what you decide and not what some 

other mortal thinks for you. Our land of Canaan lies 

before you. Let us go in and possess the land.” 

So, God made me with a place and purpose and 

space to fill; and then gave me all I need to occupy 

this space, which includes Christian Science, this 

church, practitioner support, the beauty of His 

creation, and so much more. Again, as Bicknell 

Young wrote in “Finance” I need to have 

thanksgiving and recognition for all God gives, and 

when I do that, how could I do less than joyously 

https://articles.plainfieldcs.com/practitioners/florence-roberts/meekness-and-restoration/
https://articles.plainfieldcs.com/practitioners/florence-roberts/meekness-and-restoration/
https://articles.plainfieldcs.com/mary-baker-eddy/possession/


and gratefully occupy the place and space He made 

just for me?  Thank you for this Lesson! 

********* 

Thank you for the above posting. From Bible 

commentaries, I found that the Greek verb 

translated ‘occupy’ here is used in the sense of 

‘engaging in business’ or ‘trading,’ and what this 

suggested to me is to occupy thought, or perhaps to 

work for gain in thought, until I (Mind, or spiritual 

inspiration) come – and hence show me more of 

my true relation to God. In thinking about this, I 

have been very grateful for the article on the 

Plainfield website entitled  “The Fruit of Right 

Thinking,” by Gilbert Carpenter. This warns about 

comparing ourselves to others, or envying them, 

and includes the sentence: “It breaks a moral 

precept for a student to desire what he does not 

deserve, and he does not deserve that which he has 

not demonstrated or cannot pay for.”  

Very grateful for this Bible Lesson. 

 

 

 

Arise and Go unto Your Father 
 
“I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 

him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and 

before thee,” (Luke 15)  

This passage is very helpful as well as revealing.  

I know whenever I have had a particularly difficult 

problem to work my way out of, it is easy to just 

want to vegetate in a slough of despair, so to speak. 

It can take a great deal of effort to rise up out of it 

and also to humble myself to admit there may have 

been some wrongdoing on my part to repent of.  

I have found however, this process is truly the  

only way out.  

 

So if you ever find yourself not making any 

headway out of a tough situation – ask yourself 

these two questions? Have you really made the 

effort to arise and to go to your Father, even if this 

takes a mighty struggle at first, to overcome all 

those negative feelings and actions that most likely 

got you into the mess in the first place? And have 

you really turned to Him in true humility, willing to 

admit your mistakes and to change sometimes even 

the most persistent habits?  

 

The Prodigal Son found himself in quite a dark 

hole. It sure seemed as if there was no way to find 

release. And yet it was his humble willingness to 

arise and go to his Father that raised him up and out. 

Remember God’s mercy is ever-present. Arise and 

return unto Him. 

 

 
 
"Until He Find It" 
 

Luke 15:4 – “Until he find it.” – 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPbCGwpdHFs  

Incredible, uplifting IJM video on this subject – 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gM6mnLW3Y

E  

On page 133 of Miscellaneous Writings, Mrs. Eddy 

writes: “Three times a day, I retire to seek the 

divine blessing on the sick and sorrowing, with my 

face toward the Jerusalem of Love and Truth, in 

silent prayer to the Father which ‘seeth in secret,’ 

and with childlike confidence that He will reward 

‘openly.’” [Emphasis added.]  

 

From the CS Sentinel article entitled “Daily Prayer” 

(May 5, 1917) by Archibald McLellan: “As 

followers of the great Teacher, we cannot be too 

faithful in praying and living the prayer which 

expresses our common brotherhood and dependence 

on God as ‘our Father.’ In like manner let us be 

obedient to the ‘duty’ to which we are called by 

Sections 4 and 6 of Article VIII of the Church 

Manual. It is in our consistent performance of this 

duty, in daily praying, watching, and working for 

the overcoming of evil, that we shall find our 

prayers answered, and not only our deliverance 

accomplished, but that of all mankind. This 

deliverance will be not only from sickness and sin, 

but from all sorrow and oppression.” [Emphasis 

added.] ************ 

 

Thank you very much! What an important reminder 

to seek until all are found! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPbCGwpdHFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gM6mnLW3YE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gM6mnLW3YE


SUBJECT: Adam and Fallen Man – May 
12th, 2019 
 
Eating The Wrong Fruit 
 
cit. 6. Luke 7 

44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto 

Simon, Seest thou this woman? … 

The thought came this week that Christ Jesus was 

asking the Pharisee an actual question – essentially, 

are you able to see any part of a child of God here, 

or do you only see a sinner to be ignored, reviled, 

and stoned? 

This gave me further clarity on what it means to eat 

the fruit of the “tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil.” 

In Christian Science, I am learning to expect only 

good; to know that God is impersonal Truth, Life, 

and Love; and, to know that error’s only power is 

to destroy itself. 

Mortal mind, however, says expect both good and 

evil and know that both are personal and 

subjective. To eat that fruit brings a very personal 

hell, and unwillingness to stop eating that fruit 

keeps us there. Mary Magdalene had enough of it, 

while Simon the Pharisee seemed quite happy to 

continue on.   

 

If I look out into the world and see someone as 

beyond forgiveness or undeserving of love – or 

some group of people I would condemn rather than 

bless – then it is a sure sign I am eating the wrong 

fruit! 

 

I am very grateful for this lesson, and the blessings 

that this church has brought into my life!  

Thank you! 

 

The Serpent Beguiled Me 
 
When thinking about this statement, I realized that 

we have “serpents” today. What does it mean to 

beguile? Webster 1828 dictionary says: 

BEGUI’LE, To delude; to deceive; to impose on by 

artifice or craft. 

 

The medical says that we need this medication. If 

we don’t have it, we will be sick and die. This is 

deceiving us. God made man in His image and 

likeness, perfect. It says to have a good body we 

need to exercise, go to the gym. God proportions 

me. If you don’t have a surgical procedure you will 

look old. There is no age. To be happy you need a 

new car, or a certain line of clothing. Obedience to 

God makes man happy. Think about all the 

advertisements. All of them are material beliefs and 

the real answers are in God! 

Thank God, that in this church, we are learning to 

expose these human beliefs and destroy them. 

 

 
 
Guilt and Blame 
 
While reading the Lesson this week, this statement 

from Science and Health stood out to me. 

“Truth, cross-questioning man as to his knowledge 

of error, finds woman the first to confess her fault. 

She says, ‘The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat;’ 

as much as to say in meek penitence, ‘Neither man 

nor God shall father my fault.’” (p. 533) 

I know that I have often questioned the what ifs or 

whys about what happened, condemning myself and 

trying to find who or what is at fault for sickness or 

other discordant conditions. But it is always the 

Adam-dream that is trying to declare God is not or 

has not been ever present, all power and omniscient. 

Condemnation and fault finding are the serpent’s 

tools to try and keep one from knowing our real 

identity.  

In Science and Health Mrs. Eddy states; 

“A mental state of self-condemnation and guilt or a 

faltering and doubting trust in Truth are unsuitable 

conditions for healing the sick.” (p. 455) 

And from the Blue Book: 

“We, as God’s ideas, are free from, and cannot be 

touched by the errors of unfavorable comment, 



disapproval, criticism, fault-finding, censure, 

blame, condemnation, hate, murder.”  

Trying to attach human blame whether to ourselves 

or others is such a waste of time and effort. 

 

 
 
"I Have Redeemed Thee" 
 
“I have redeemed thee” (Isa. 43:1).  

The Hebrew word “redeemer” refers to a family-

member’s nearest kinsman whose duty it is to help 

that family-member when necessary. The Law of 

Moses presents 4 instances in which this nearest 

blood-relative is required by law to “redeem” 

another family member in trouble.  

1. If a family member becomes poor to the point of 

having to sell some or all of his land, a kinsman 

“shall redeem that which his brother hath sold” 

(Lev. 25:23-28).  

2. “If a stranger or sojourner with thee be waxen 

rich, and thy brother be waxen poor beside him, 

and sell himself unto the stranger… after that he is 

sold,” a near-kinsman is obliged to purchase his 

freedom (Lev. 25:48-49). 

3. If a family-member is murdered, the next-of-kin 

alone is required to avenge that murder  

(Num. 35:9-34).  

 

4. A near-kinsman is required to marry and support 

the childless widow of a deceased kinsman  

(see the Book of Ruth).  

 

All of the foregoing helps to illuminate Isaiah 43:1, 

in which God assumes the role of my nearest 

kinsman to help me when I’m in need!  

 

“Our God is our best friend and deliverer,”  

says Edward Kimball  

(see https://articles.plainfieldcs.com/early-

workers/edward-kimball/fearlessly-meet-the-

claim/). 

 

 

 

See Baker’s Bible Dictionary for more on this 

subject: 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/baker

s-evangelical-dictionary/kinsman-redeemer.html** 

 

Long ago Mrs. Evans taught me to say this before I 

lay down to sleep (and I still do it): 

“Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast 

redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.” (Ps.31:5) 

(Emphasis added) ** 

 

This definition of “redeemer” also beautifully 

corresponds to what Mrs. Eddy writes on page 151 

of Miscellaneous Writings:  

“God is our Father and our Mother, our Minister 

and the great Physician: He is man’s only real 

relative on earth and in heaven. David sang, ‘Whom 

have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon 

earth that I desire beside thee.’” 

 

Good to remember as we approach Mother’s Day. 

 

 

 

Unfallen, Upright, Pure, and Free 
 
“…man…will find himself unfallen, upright, pure, 

and free…” (Science and Health, p. 171:8)  I’ve 

always loved this quote about man, and have often 

used it to describe others and myself, and this 

morning this treatment came to me: 

 

I am unfallen — never fell from God’s love or out 

of grace; never fell in anyone’s estimation; never 

took a fall. I am upright — I have a backbone that 

stands for Truth, moral rectitude, never bending to 

an unprincipled demand. I am pure — my motives 

are pure and unselfish, my only desire is to serve 

God and practice Christian Science to the best of 

my ability. I am free — free from guilt, from 

resentment, from false responsibility, from any 

burden evil can lay upon me. 

 

Thank you, Lesson-writers for these Lesson 

Sermons. 

https://articles.plainfieldcs.com/early-workers/edward-kimball/fearlessly-meet-the-claim/
https://articles.plainfieldcs.com/early-workers/edward-kimball/fearlessly-meet-the-claim/
https://articles.plainfieldcs.com/early-workers/edward-kimball/fearlessly-meet-the-claim/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/kinsman-redeemer.html**
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